• Kill* 


Major  gloom 


stick  to  their 


tele 


The  BBC’s  internal  management  would  be  handled  by  a new  body  under  Lahoto^aplaiatoiaqy  foe  powers  of thsIndepiaBdBiitTelBvManConHiiimipnaBdOBal  photograpkoavd  srjjtdc  ’ 


Labour  plans  new 
media  regulator 


TV’s  watchdogs 


Andrew  Cuff 
Media  Correspondent 


THE  BBC's  gover- 
nors would  be 
stripped  of  most 
of  their  powers 
under  far-reach- 
ing plans  by  an 
incoming  Labour  government 
to  create  a single  super  media 
regulator. 

. Labour  believes  former 
chairman  Marmadukc  Hus- 
sey and  present  chairman  Sir 
Christopher  Bland  have  failed 
to  win  the  publics  confidence 
in  their  rok*  as  regulators  of 
the  BBC. 

The  plan  will  be  a serious 
blow  to  the  BBC’s  hierachy. 
including  the  director  gen- 


eral, John  Birt,  which  has 
spent  the  last  four  years  try- 
ing to  improve  the  corpora- 
tion's accountability  and  rep- 
utation for  policing  its 
internal  affairs. 

Under  Labour,  an  emascu- 
lated board  of  governors 
would  he  left  to  oversee  the 
BBCs  internal  management, 
while  scrutiny  of  the  corpora- 
tion's programmes  and  com- 
plaints from  the  public  would 
be  h?r»tfi«»ri  by  the  new  body,  i 

It  would  transform  the  rote 
of  the  BBC  governors,  which 
was  laid  down  70  years  ago 
under  Lord  Reitfa.  the  first  di- 
rector general. 

Labour  plans  to  mage  the 
powers  of  the  Independent 
Television  Commission, 
which  regulates  commercial 
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TV,  and  OfteL  the  telecom- 
munications regulator.  The 
new  body,  the  Office  of  Com- 
munications, would  be  known 

asOfcom. 

Over  a two-to-three-years 
time  span,  the  regulatory 
functions  of  the  BBC  gover- 
nors and.  those  of  Lady  El- 


speth  Howe’s  taste  and  de- 
cency watchdog,  the  Broad- 
casting Standards  Council, 
would  gradually  be  taken 
overby  Ofoom. 

Tbe  shake-up  forms  part  of 
Labour’s  draft  media  policy, 
drawn  up  by  Jack  Cunning- 
ham, the  shadow  heritage  sec- 


retary, and  Lewis  Moonle, 
shadow  broadcasting 
minister. 

Mr  Moonie  told  the  Guard- 
ian: “1  would  not  like  to  call 
the  BBC  governors  a failure 
— but  they  have  to  wear  two 
bats,  which  has  ensured  they 
have  done  neither  job  very 


well  in  the  past”  His  com- 
ments were  a reference  to  the 
12-strong  board's  conflicting 
roles  as  overseers  of  Mr  Birt 
and  the  board  of  manage- 
ment, and  their  responsibil- 
ities as  trustees  of  the  public's 
interest 

For  the  past  two  years  the 
governors  — a mixture  of  the 
“great  and  good"  from  indus- 
try, business,  trade  unions 
and  the  arts  world  — have 
been  the  final  court  of  appeal 
for  viewers’  complaints  about 
BBC  programmes. 

The  Government  applauded 
strides  made  by  the  BBC 
towards  improving  its  ac- 
countability when  it  renewed 
the  BBCs  royal  charter  for  10 
< years. 

The  renewal,  which  had 
cross-party  support  in  the 
Commons,  was  greeted 
throughout  the  broadcasting 
industry  as  a victory  for  Mr 
Birt*  s reforms. 

But  critics  said  the  gover- 
nors failed  to  intervene  over 
Mr  Birfs  restructuring  of  the 
turn  to  page  2.  column  3 


Seamys  Heaney,  poet  of  poets,  wins  Whitbread  prize 


Seamus  Heaney:  edged  out 
novelist  Beryl  Bainbridge 


DanGMstar 

Arte  Correspondent  • 

THE  book  world's  most  la- 
borious judging  process 
ended  last  night  with 
Seamus  Heaney  becoming 
Ss  little  more  famous  by 
winning  the  £21,000  Whit- 
bread B*ok  of  the  Year 
award,  i 

Heaney,  who  won  the  Nobel 
Prise  for  Literature  in  1995. 
wot  the  Whitbread  prize  for 
his  collection  The  Spirit 

Level,  published  by  Faber  and 

Faber.  It  Is  his  first  new  col- 
lection forffve  years.  . 

The  Whitbread  Book  of  the 


Year  prize  is  judged  from  a 
shortlist  made  up  of  the  four 
winners  of  the  Whitbread 
award  for  best  novel,  first 
novel,  biography  and  poetry. 
The  cither  shortlisted  authors 
were  John  Lancbester  for  The 
Debt  to  Pleasure.  Dlarmaid 
McCulloch  for  Thomas  Cran- 

men  A Life,  and  Beryl  Bain- 
bridge for  Every  Man  for 
Himself. 

At  even  money,  Bainbridge 
had  been  the  bookmakers' 
favourite,  while  Heaney  was 
quoted  at  5-2. 

He  edged  out  Bainbridge  In 
some  hard-nosed  discussions 
between -the  judges.  Malcolm 
Bradbury,  chairman  of  the 


judges,  praised  the  collec- 
tion’s originality  and  energy. 
"He  is  the  poet  erf  poets  ... 
one  of  the  magic  poets  that 
touches  all  the  generations.” 

This  is  tbe  second  time 
Bainbridge  has  narrowly 
missed  out  on  an  award.  She 
was  beaten  to  the  Booker 
prize  last  year  by  the  eventual 
winner,  Graham  Swift 
The  other  judges  for  the 
Whitbread  Book  erf  the  Year 
award  included  Private  Eye 
editor  Ian  Hislop,  Observer 

editor  Will  Hutton,  actress 
Maureen  Lipman.  the  poet 

Simon  Armitage,  and  the 

writers  Alain  de  Bottom  and 
Josephine  Hart 


Mr  Hislop  said:  “This  was  a 
fmai  vote.  People  were  still 
arguing  when  they  told  us  we 
had  to  come  out  of  the  room. 
It  is  even  more  bizarre  that 
poetry  should  win  such  an  ac- 
cessible prize.  The  temptation 
Is  that  the  prize  should  go  to  a 

novel.’ ’ 

The  last  collection  of  poetry 
to  win  the  book  of  the  year 
award  was  Elegies  by  Douglas 
Dunn  in  1985. 

1 The  Spirit  Level  shows  Mr 
Heaney’s  response  to  the  con- 
temporary political  realities 
in  Ireland.  Elegies  and  trans- 
lations are  juxtaposed  with 
reworkings  of  old  stories. 

Tbe  critics  were  rather 


more  restrained  about  The 
Spirit  Level  at  the  time  of  its 
publication.  Writing  in  the 
Guardian  Ian  Sansom  said: 
‘Heaney's  poetry  is  so.  utterly 
reliable  arid  reassuring  that 
you  just  can’t  gainsay  it  ... 
those  who  (to  complain  about 
it . . .'always  end  up  sounding 
churlish,  short-tempered, 
Jealous,  or  mad." 

The  winner  erf  the  Whit- 
bread Children's  Book  of  the 
Year  was  also  announced  last 
night  It  was  won  by  Anne 
Fine  for  The  Tulip  Touch. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  the 
prize,  which  carries  prize  I 
money  of  £8.000,  has  been  an- 1 
nounced  separately. 


guns  again 


THE  Government  last 
night  suffered  its 
second  defeat  in  the 
House  of  Lords  within 
24  hours,  as  pro-shooting 
peers  backed  demands  for 
compensation  to  gun  clubs 
forced  to  close  by  the  post- 
Dunhlane  ban  on  large  cali- 
bre handguns. 

It  sent  fresh  gloom  through 
ministerial  ranks  as  a high- 
profile  bid  l^r  Michael  Hesel- 
tine  to  upstage  labour's  latest 
pro-business  initiative  back- 
fired, and  government  whips 
threatened  to  have  rebellious 
Tory  MPs  deselected  if  they 
rods  the  sinking  boat 
To  add  to  John  Major's  dis- 
comfort, the  Ulster  Unionist 
leader,  David  Trimble,  visited 
him  in  Downing  Street  to  ex- 
press dissatisfaction  over  the 
Northern  Ireland  peace  pro- 
cess, and  other  matters  — 
hours  before  his  nine-strong 
group  was  due  to  cast  poten- 
tially crucial  Commons  votes 
on  the  NHS. 

Jittery  government  whips 
were  busy  behinds  the  scenes 
at  Westminster  warning 
rebellious  backbenchers  they 
faced  discipline;  even  deselec- 
tion, if  they  stepped  out  of 
line.  It  left  the  Opposition  in- 
creasingly confident  that  the 
Government  cannot  stagger 
on  to  May  L 

"This  shows  again  that  the 
Tories  have  lost  complete  con- 
trol cf  the  government  of  this 
country,”  «iii  Labour's  home 
affairs  spokesman,  Doug  Hen- 
derson after  last  night’s  Lords  , 
defeat.  “Even  hereditary  1 
peers  now  have  more  Influ- 1 
ence  than  the  Government” 

In  contrast  to  Monday's  209- 
145  vote  defeat  an  the  “intru- 
sive surveillance”  provisions 
of  foe  Police  BiD,  last  night’s  ‘ 
158-135  vote  indignity  was  in- 
flicted by  rightwing  and  tradi- 
tionalist demons,  with  many 
hereditary  peers  hacking 


changes  to  the  Firearms 
(Amendment)  Bill.  Labour 
had  opposed  it 

The  defeat  would  commit 
ministers  to  extend  their  com- 
pensation scheme  beyond  the 
£150  million  it  is  already  ex- 
pected to  cost,  and  pay 
owners  of  weapons  above  .22 
calibre  the  market  value  of 
their  guns.  But  a move  to  ex- 
tend compensation  to  gun 
dealers  for  business  losses 
resulting  from  the  ban  on 
high-calibre  handguns  and 
restrictions  on  lowercalibre 
23.  pistols  was  rejected  by  147- 
120. 

After  a day  of  running  ex- 
changes over  foe  NHS,  poten- 
tial health  rebels  like  Hendon 
North’s  Sir  John  Gorst  and 
his  Harrow  neighbour,  Hugh 
Dykes,  have  been  warned  to 
toe  the  line  or  face  deselection 
or  the  disbandment  of  their 
local  parties,  it  emerged  last 
night,  as  the  row  over  the  two 
MPs'  local  hospital  resurfaced 
at  Westminster. 

Mr  Dykes  has  also  embar- 
rassed ministers  by  backing 
Lib-Lab  calls  for  constitu- 
tional reform. 

‘It  would  be  curtains  for 
you,"  Sir  John  was  told  as  foe 
Commons  geared  up  for  last 
night's  vote  an  NHS' policy. 
Ironically,  sick  MPs  were 
being  brought  in  by  ambu- 
lance. Among  those  called 
home  from  abroad  was 
Labour’s  deputy  leader,  John 
Prescott,  who  cut  short  a visit 
to  Hong  Kang. 

The  government  did  not 
lose  every  trick  yesterday. 
The  impact  of  Euro-sceptic 
MP  Teresa  Gorman’s  token 
bill  to  stage  a sweeping  refer- 
endum on  British  member- 
ship of  the  European  Union 
was  lost  when  both  sides  side- 
stepped a vote. 

But  Mr  Hesel tine’s  dra- 
matic charge  that  business 
leaders  were  behaving  as  "a 
front  for  New  Labour” 
prompted  them  to  dash  off  a 
reproachful  letter  to  today's 
Financial  Tiwiaa 
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Chirping  chimp 
loses  its  bill 


THE  greatest  issue  before 
our  Parliament  is 
Europe,  and  the  nation's 
future  within  the  EU.  So  when 
One  House  of  Commons 
debates  it,  we  expect  the  finest 
rhetoric  to  be  deployed,  the 
most  persuasive  figures,  and 
arguments  which  leave  no 
scope  for  contradiction. 

instead,  we  got  Teresa 
Gorman  and  Denis  MacShane. 
It  was  like  going  to  see  Elektra, 
and  finding  the  lead  parts 
played  by  Punch  and  Judy,  or 
Romeo  and  Juliet  starring 
Wayne  and  Wayoetta. 

Mrs  Gorman  was  moving  a 
bill  which  would,  oblige  a 
referendum  on  our 
membership  of  the  European 
Union.  Such  bills  almost 
never  become  law,  but  are 
opportunities  to  debate  the 
topic  In  front  of  those  MPs  too 

somnolent  to  flee  to  their 
offices  after  Prime  Minister’s 
Question  Time. 

Mrs  Gorman  is  the  mistress 
of  the  well-flogged  cliche.  A 
"lot  of  water  has  flowed  under 
the  bridge"  since  the  last 
referendum.  The  chickens 
were  coming,  she  said.  Where 
were  those  chickens  coming? 
we  wondered  anxiously. 
"Home  to  roost,”  she  told  us. 

Following  the  boundary 
changes,  her  constituency  wfll 
shortly  take  In  part  of 
Basildon,  a symbolic  seat 
which  Labour  hopes  to  win  in 
the  next  election.  But  they  will 
not  She  wfQ  be  protected  by 
her  scepticism  on  Europe. 

And  then  on  which  side  of 
their  faces  will  Labour  MPs  be 
laughing?  Why,  on  the  “other 
side  of  their  laces”,  of  course! 

Mrs  Gorman  was 
obsessively,  even  maniacally, 
loyal  to  her  party.  “In  the 
pubs,  the  clubs,  the 

gnpprmarlcpt’ganri  thp  high 

streets,  people  do  not 
complain  about  the  health 
service  [“ohyestheydo”  came 
rumbling  from  the  other  side]. 
They  think  It  is  splendid!  They 
don’t  talk  about  schools.  They 


think  they  are  excellent!  They 

are  delighiad  that  many 
children  wfll  go  to  nursery 
school!”  _ 

On  she  raved-  Because  of 
Europe,  "the  local  butther 

cannot  use  his  old  chopping 

block,  or  the  knives  which  his 
Gather  and  grandfather  used! 
My  constituents  feel 

impotent!"  (No  wonder  they 
feel  impotent  if  the  busybody 
bureaucrats  of  Brussels  won’t 
even  let  them  use  their 

choppers.) 

Mr  MacShane  rose  to  reply. 
He  is  a former  journalist,  and, 

I suspect,  like  many  in  our 

trade,  always  Imagined  he 
could  do  better  than  the 
people  he  wrote  about  In  the 
mimp  way,  fet  sweaty,  beer- 
sodden  cricket 

correspondents  feel  sure  that, 
given  the  chance,  they  would 
have  easily  beaten  Zimbabwe. 

His  speech  started  badly 
and  got  worse.  He  tried  to  pay 
tribute  to  Mrs  Gorman.  “I 
! think  it  is  Mr  to  say  that  we 
all  love  her.'*  Cries  of  no, 
never,  we  don't  you  must  be 
an  Idiot  etc,  came  from  both 
sides. 

But  he  was  sternly  critical 
of  her  speech.  "May  the  Iron 
Maiden  of  Truth  be  clamped 
around  her  farrago  of  half- 
truth  and  misleading 
information,"  he  suggested. 

Then  he  went  completely 
berserk.  “She  may  be  the 

chirping  chimpanzee 
presenting  this  biU,  but 
behind  her  there  are  organ 

grinders  who  have  a deeper 
purpose." 

(ITI  had  a chirping 
chimpanzee,  my  deeper 
purpose  would  be  to  sell  him 
to  a circus  for  a large  sum  of 
money.  Or  else  find  a budgie 
which  could  beat  its  chest) 

He  invented  a political 
movement  called  “the 
Withdrawals!  Camp”  (Ms 
Germaine  Greer  once  wrote 
an  entire  book  praising  the 
withdrawal  method,  but  it  had 

nothing  to  do  with  a single 
European  currency.) 

Finally,  he  rejected  the 
voices  of  “those  forces  from 
some  hacienda  or  bunker. . 
a reference  to  heaven  knows 
what  unless  he  imagines  that 
Sir  James  Goldsmith's  house 
in  Mexico  is  a mud  hot 
The  crooning  orang-utan  of 
time  came  to  end  the  farrago; 
withdrawal^  whips  took  the 
tellers  away,  and  the  chopper 
of  electoral  failure  fell  ou  the 
other  side  ofMr  MacShane 's 
face.  The  bill  is  dead. 


Review 


Jury  still  out  on 
‘teeny  Paganini’ 


Adam  Sweeting 


Vanessa -Mae 

Croydon  Fairfield  Hafts 

™|  "HE  hills  are  alive  with 

I the  sound  of  child  prodi- 

I gies.  Channel  4 has 
probed  into  the  phenomenon 
of  infant  music-makers  in 
Naked  Classics,  while  the  Aus- 
tralian movie  Shine  tells  the 
story  of  a mad  but  brilliant 
boy-wonder  pianist 

Of  course,  Vanessa-Mae  is 
getting  a little  long  in  the  tooth 

to  qualify  as  a child  prodigy 
any  longer.  Although  she  was 
the  youngest  student  at  the 
Central  Conservatoire  of 
China  in  Beijing,  and  made 
her  concerto-playing  debut  in 
London  at  a wrinkly  10.  that’s 
all  ancient  history. 

Vanessa-Mae  is  now  18,  old 
enough  to  be  judged  by  the 
sternest  critical  criteria. 
Never  mind  the  miniskirts 
and  the  jail-bait  poses,  how 
well  can  she  play? 

Unluckily,  this  so-called 
Classical  Tour  got  off  to  a cata- 
strophic start  when  the  star’s 

backing  combo,  the  Bratislava 
Symphony  Orchestra,  were 
denied  work  permits  for  the 
UK.  Whether  the  “teeny  Paga- 
nini" smashed  a violin  over 
the  promoter's  head  for  leav- 
ing this  trivial  detail  until  just 
a week  before  the  tour  started 
we  may  never  know,  but  it 
didn’t  take  her  long  to  decide 
that  the  show  bad  to  go  an. 

Before  you  could  say  Von 
Karajan,  she  had  feverishly 
rejigged  her  programme  and 
lashed  together  a classical 
Greatest  Hits  package.  She  in- 
cluded Beethoven,  Bach  and 
Bruch,  Schubert,  Paganini 
and  Bizet.  There  was  even  a 
piece  by  Astor  Piazzolla,  the 


Tango  King.  Whether  it  was 
the  offer  of  refunds  for  those 

iinahlptnwinntenflwwa  gig 

with  no  orchestra  that  did  it, 
the  hall  was  a couple  of 
coach  parties  short  of  a Are 
hazard. 

Undeterred,  our  heroine 
stuck  to  her  originally 
planned  first  half;  comprising 
Bruch's  Scottish  Fantasy  and 
Beethoven’s  Romance  in  F.  In- 
stead of  an  orchestra,  there 
were  two  pianos,  played  by 
her  mother  and  the  conductor 
of  the  missing  band. 

After  all,  as  the  svelte  cross- 
over queen  suggested  during 
one  of  her  pleasantly  chatty 
introductions,  did  not  the 
great  Heifetz  perform  similar 
arrangements  of  these  very 
pieces  at  Carnegie  Hall  75 
years  ago? 

Brave  as  her  performances 
were,  there  was  no  escaping 
the  sense  of  anti-climax. 

Shorn  of  bravura  orchestral 
colouring,  the  pieces  seemed 
more  like  rehearsal  exercises 
than.  fuH-blown  concert  show- 
stoppers. 

For  the  second  halt  the  star 
had  apparently  rung  round 
everybody  she  knows  in  musi- 
cal London  and  begged  them  to 
rush  down  to  Croydon.  She 
had  then  whipped  together  an 
assortment  of  pieces  in  poly- 
glot configurations.  She 
kicked  offsolo,  with  the  Pre- 
lude from  Bach’s  Partita  in  E, 
and  swept  through  it  with  the 
prodigious  technique  which 
made  her  famous. 

A chunk  of  Schubert's 
Trout  Quintet.was  mostly 
notable  for  mama’s  robust 
piano,  while  Paganini’s 
Cantabile,  featuring  guitar 
and  piano,  was  charming  but 
slight  It  told  us  that  Vanessa- 
Mae  is  a trouper.  That’s  about 
afl.  though. 


New  drivers  face  probation 


NEWLY-qualified  drivers 
are  to  be  put  on  two  years 
probation  and  may  have  to 
take  their  tests  again  if  they 
commit  offences  In  that 
period,  the  Government  an- 
nounced yesterday. 

At  present,  drivers  stand  to 
lose  their  licence  if  they  clock 
up  12  penalty  points  in  three 
years,  with  a normal  speeding 
offence  being  worth  three 
points. 

The  new  measure  an- 
nounced by  Transport  Minis- 


ter John  Bowls  would  mean 
that  from  June  1,  new  drivers 
will  lose  their  toll  licence  If 
they  incur  six  penalty  points 
In  two  years.  They  would 
have  to  pass  the  theory  and 
practical  parts  at  the  driving 
test  again. 

The  measure  — the  Road 
Traffic  (New  Drivers)  Act  — 
Is  part  of  a clampdown  on 
young  drivers,  who  are  at 
greatest  risk  of  being  in- 
volved in  an  accident  in  the 
early  years. 
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Michael  Heseltine  (rlghtjin  Margaret  Beckett's  seal  next  to  Lord  Hoflick  at  the  conference  yesterday  after  insisting  on  being  invited  photograph:  uapttn  argles 
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Heseltine  tirade  backfires 


What  Blair  offered 
and  Hezza  knocked 


Heseftine 


Industry  outraged 
by  ‘political’  slur 
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THE  Deputy  Prime 
Minister,  Michael 
Heseltine,  found 
himself  embroiled 
in  an  extraordinary 
with  some  of 'Britain's 
executives  lad  night 
after  trying  to  torpedo 
Labour’s  latest  bid  to  woo  the 

hnsinpq;  ram  mi  nitty 

Mr  Heseltine  caused  out- 
rage when  he  said  that  a 
report  drawn  up  by  a group  of 
top  industrialists  "cloaked  po- 
litical intentions  with  aca- 
demic respectability,’'  and 
called  the  left  of  centre  think 
tank  that  produced  the  docu- 
ment a “front  organisation 
for  the  Labour  Party”. 

The  Opposition  was  Jubflant 
that  the  Deputy  Prime  Minis- 
ter’s attempt  to  steal  foe  lime- 
light  from  Tony  Blair  at  a Lon- 
don conference  on  improving 
Britain’s  prosperity  had 
turned  Into  a public  relations 


disaster  for  the  Government 
Last  night  the  commission 
that  produced  the  report, 
which  included  the  heads  of 
Sainsburys,  GEC,  British 
Aerospace  and  Legal  & Gen- 
eral, fired  off  an  angry  letter 
accusing  Mr  Heseltine  of  “po- 
litical knockabout"  for  sug- 
gesting they  were  seeking  to 


Sting  fails  to  clean  up 


Fraudsters  take  restaurants  to 
cleaners  with  spilt  food  scam 


OwenBoweett 


CHRISTMAS  may  be  the 
season  of  peace  and 
goodwill,  but  it  also 
turned  out  to  be  the  time 
when  hundreds  of  restaurants 
fell  for  one  of  the  oldest  cons 
in  the  book. 

Taking  advantage  of  the 
holiday  crush,  a team  of 
fraudsters  faxed  more  than 
L000  letters  to  hotels  and  es- 
tablishments by  working 
their  way  through  the  1997 
Good  Food  Guide. 

Their  clumsily  ingratiating 
notes  pretended  to  come  from 
a woman  in  west  London  who 
had  enjoyed  her  meal  but,  un- 
fortunately, had  had  food  or 
wine  split  on  her  clothes. 
Would  foe  restaurant  mind 
paying  £8  for  the  dry-cleaning 
bfll? 

Police  forces  across  Britain, 
have  been  contacted  by 


businesses  suspicions  of  the 
scam. 

The  fraudsters  counted  on 
Anns  paying  up  rather  than 
quibbling  over  a relatively 
small  sum.  During  Christmas’ 
and  New  Year,  they  thought, 
restaurants  would  be  too  fran- 
tic to  question  the  demands. 

Scotland  Yard  yesterday 
confirmed  that  hundreds  of 
unwary  restaurateurs  had 
sent  cheques  to  an  address  in 
west  London,  which  turned 
out  to  be  a forwarding 
address  to  a PO  Box  in  the 
North. 

Officers  have  retrieved  a 
stack  of  more  than  400  re- 
sponses, most  containing 
money.  The  spillage 
were  handwritten  and  en- 
closed a receipt  from  a dry- 
cleaning  company.  They  were 
sent  to  businesses  as  far 
afield  as  Scotland,  Dyfed, 
Devon,  Kings  Lynn  and  Lon- 
don’s Covent  Garden. 


"Just  about  every  good  res- 
taurant and  hotel  in  Britain 
has  had  one  of  these  letters,” 
said  Det  Con  Graham  White, 
who  is  coordinating  the  inves- 
tigation for  the  Metropolitan 
police. 

“The  fax  said  she  bad  been 
dining  as  part  of  a business 
group  when  somebody  spilt 
some  food,”  recalled  Keith 
Johns  of  the  Red  Lion  Inn, 
Radnor,  north  Wales. 

“We  are  a small  business 
and  we’d  remember  anything 
like  that  so  we  contacted  the 
police. 

“They  said  they  had  been 
here  before  and  enjoyed  our 
meals.  But  we  know  most  of 
our  regular  business 
customers." 

Staff  at  Corse  Lawn  House 
hotel  in  Gloucester  were  on 
foe  point  of  winding  off  a 
cheque  when  they  heard  the 
letter  was  probably  a scam. 
"It's  quite  a good  way  of  mak- 
ing money,  but  they  were  a 
bit  short-sighted,”  said  Baba 
Hine,  owner  of  the  hotel. 
"They  had  written  to  hotels 
which  were  dosed.” 


Labour  plans  to  strip  BBC  governors  of  powers 


continued  from  page  1 
BBC  last  year  and  accepted 
the  shake-up  of  the  World  Ser- 
vice as  2,  fail  accompli. 

Labour  wants  to  create  a 
level  playing  field  between 
the  BBC  and  rival  broadcast- 
ers, and  believes  an  indepen- 
dent regulator  would  be  bet- 
ter placed  to  Judge  the 
legitimacy  of  the  BBC’s  bur- 
geoning commercial 
Interests. 


It  Is  unhappy  that  foe  Inde- 
pendent Television  Commis- 
sion has  banned  FTV  compa- 
nies from  so-called  "masthead 
publishing”  — the  naming  of 
TV  shows  after  well-known 
magazine  tides  — while  the 
BBC  has  launched  successful 
newsstand  spin-offs  from  pro- 
grammes. including  Gar- 
deners’ World  and  Match  of 
the  Day. 

Labour  would  be  likely  to 


consult  with  an  broadcasters 
before  imptemontiiig  such  a 
radical  overhaul  of  foe  indus- 
try’s regulatory  framework, 
but  foe  BBC’s  management 
has  not  yet  been  informed  of 
foe  Intended  downgrading  of 
the  governors. 

The  changes  would  require 
legislation  in  Parliament  and 
would  be  unlikely  to  feature 
in  an  Incoming  administra- 
tion’s first  wave  of  bills. 


curry  favour  whb  Mr  Blair. 
Denying  they  had  any  politi- 
cal agenda,  12  of  the  15  com- 
mission members,  led  by 
George  Bain,  foe  principal  of 
the  London  Business  School, 
wrote  to  foe  Financial  Times 
stressing  their  cross-party 
views  and  foot  their  aim  was 
"simply  to  promote  British 
prosperity" » > 

To  press  foe  point  home, 
Mr  Blair’s  deputy,  John  Pres- 
cott, wrote  a sarcastic  note  to 
Mr  Heseltine  thanking  him 
for  the  publicity 

his  intervention  had  gener- 
ated and  inviting  him  to  take 
"another  opportunity  to  make 
a complete  fool  of  yourself’ 
by  attending  Mr  Blair’s  wel- 
fare reform  speech  in  Amster- 
dam on  Friday. 

Mr  Heseltine  secured  a late 
invitation  to  the  conference, 
organised  by  foe  Institute  for 
Public  Policy  Research,  and 
sat  in  a seat  designated  foe 
Labour's  industry  spokes- 
woman, Margaret  Beckett, 
while  listening  to  Mr  Blair 
lay  out  his  five-point  strategy 


for  working  with  business. 
The  opposition  lender  said  ha 
was  offering  business  a “new 
deal  for  the  future”  in  which 
Labour  would  leave  intact  the 
main  fax  and  industrial  rela- 
tions changes  of  the  1980s  but 
would  address  jointly  with  in- 
dustry the  challenges  of  the 
next  millennium. 

But  In  a combative  speech, 
the  Deputy  Prime  Minister 
sought  to  remind  the  audi- 
ence — which  he  later 
remarked  was  drawn  primar- 
ily from  local  government 
rather  than  Industry  — that 
18  years  of  Conservative  rule 
had  transformed  Britain's 
competitiveness. 

He  referred  to  reports  of 
dinners  between  industrialists 
and  Mr  Blair,  and  questioned 
British  Airways’  reported  ex- 
emption from  the  windfall  tax. 
"We  read  that  British  Airways 
have  escaped  the  net  I’ve 
heard  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a free  lunch.  Evident- 
ly, if  you  work  at  it.  there  can 
be  free  dinners.”  BA  later  de- 
nied any  deaL 

Mr  Heseltine  savaged  the 
commission’s  report  for  fall- 
ing to  highlight  government 
successes  on  trade  union 
reform  and  reducing  unem- 
ployment 

But  it  was  not  until  he  left 
the  ball  that  he  let  loose  with 
a tirade  against  the  event 


The  Deputy  Prime  Minister 
said  he  had  insisted  on  at- 
tending because  It  was  “ex- 
traordinary” that  an  aca- 
demic did  not  find  It  worth 
inviting  a member  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, “It  was  very  impor- 
tant we  didn't  let  the  Labour 
Party  give  the  impression 
that  there  Is  support  for  Tony 
Blair  in  the  industrial  and 
commercial  world”. 

Asked  if  he  was  accusing 
BA  of  “doing  a deal”  with 
Labour  he  said:  “1  am  not  ac- 
cusing anyone  of  anything.” 

Prof  Bain  described  Mr  He- 
seltine’s  outburst  as  outra- 
geous. saying  It  went  "beyond 
tha  normal  rules  of  debate”. 

He  said  his  team,  which 
had  worked  for  18  months-  to 
produce  an  agreed  report, 
was  strikingly  diverse,  in- 
cluding people  from  different 
countries  and  backgrounds, 
and  businessmen  “not  noted 
for  their  Labour  sympathies”. 

Adair  Turner,  director  gen- 
eral of  the  Confederation  of 
British  Industry,  dismissed 
foe  Labour  “front"  rkilm.  De- 
scribing the  report  ns  a seri- 
ous analysis,  he  said:  'it  has 
quite  a wide  range  of  commis- 
sioners behind  it.  some  of 
whom,  l don’t  know  hut  l be- 
lieve. are  probably  not  sup- 
porters of  Labour." 


Laador  comoMRtt,  paga  8 


Another  reason  to  choose 
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Walthamstow  telephone  exchange  in  London  87  years— and  many  number  changes— ago.  The  latest  switch  is  “fotnre-proof”  says  Oftel 


Ministers 
stir  Hong 
KOng  row 


THE  Chinese  ambassa- 
dor has  been  sum- 
njo uetf/tb  the  Foreign 
Office  today  to  receive 
a formal  protest.  In  a damag- 
ing legal  row  over  Hong  Kong 
which  threatens  to  destabilise 
Anglo-Chinese  relations  be- 
fore the  June  30  handover. 

Jeremy  Hanley,  the  Foreign 
Minister,  wiU  complain 

strongly  to  Jiang  Enzhu  about 

China’s  plan  to  cancel  human 
rights  safeguards,  in  Hong 
Kong  and  restore  restrictions 
cm  civil  liberties. 

Belling  reacted  sharply  to 
criticism  from  the  colony's 
governor.  Chris  Patten,  yes- 
terday. in  a fresh  display  of 
China's  nationalistic  pride  as 
it  regains  territory  lost  iso 
years  ago.  'The  government 
of  today  is  not  the  p re- 
1949  government  [of  Cbiang 
Kai-shek],"  a Beijing  foreign 
ministry  spokesman  said. 
“We  cannot  accept  any 
instances  of  others  trying  to 
Impose  their  will  wo  us." 

The  1840  opium  war,  in 
which  China  was  humiliated 
after  seeking  to  ban  British 
opium  Imports,  Is  vivid  his- 
tory tor  most  ordinary  Chi- 
nese as  well  as  officials. 

In  an  awkward  clash  be- 
tween trade  interests  and 
legal  principle,  the  row  cour 
flirts  with  the  broader  British 
objective  of  getting  relations 
with  Beijing  off  to  a new  start 
The  Foreign  Office  insists 
that  Hong  Kong's  bin  of  rights 
is  "totally  consistent"  with 
the  joint  declaration  signed , 
between  Britain  and  Beijing  i 
in  1984,  and  China’s  own 
"basic  law"  governing  post- 
handover  Hang  Kong. 

Britain  also  complains  that • 
any  legislative  action  should 
be  left  to  the  post-handover 
government  A statement  on 
Sunday  from  Beijing  implied 


Small  businesses  and  consumers 
attack  Oftel  plans  announced 
two  years  after  previous  switch 


Cities  whose  numbers  are  up 
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E IGHT  million  phone 
numbers  are  to  be 
changed  in  an  at- 
tempt to  bring  order 
to  Britain's  chaotic 
. numbering  system  — two 
years  after  the  industry 
watchdog-  Oftel  launched 
what  was  billed  as  the  last 
code  changes  for  the  foresee- 
able future. 

. Consumers  and  ^maii  busi- 
ness organisations  attacked 
the  latest  move,  while  Labour 
called  for  the  suspension  of 
Don  Cruickshank,  Oftel’s  di- 
rector generaL 
The  changes  announced 
yesterday  by  Mr  Cruickshank 
include  a return  to  a single 
code  for  London's  seven  mil- 
lion phone  lines  and  a 
regional  code  for  Northern 
Ireland. 

He  is  also  allowing  other 
regions  to  opt  for  a unique 
regional  code,  if  and  when 
there  is  sufficient  public  de- 
mand. This  means-  uncer- 
tainty will  surround  a further 
22  million  numbers. 

He  said  London  and  North- 
ern Ireland  had  been  given 
regional  codes  because  that , 
was  what  consumers  wanted. 
Other  areas  would-be  able  to  ! 
switch  to  regional  codes  if 
there  was  sufficient  demand. 

Robert  Simpson,  deputy  di- 
rector of  the  National  Con- 
sumer Council,  said  the  pol- 
icy would  lead  to  widespread 
uncertainty  and  cause  prob- 
lems for  businesses  which 
might  have  to  change  their 
letterheads  repeatedly. '1. And 
the  big  bang  approach  far 
more  attractive  than  contin- 
ued crew."  he  said.  "What 
the  public  and  business  want 
is  the  least  change.'* 

He  said  Londoners  had  bad 
three  code  changes  within  a 
short  space  of  time  and  had 
good  cause  to  feel  aggrieved. 

Other  consumer  groups 
queried  whether  Oftel  had 


carried  out  sufficient 
research  to  establish  what  in- 
dividuals wanted. 

The  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce  said  businesses 
would  be  annoyed  and  dis- 
mayed by  yet  more  telephone 
number  changes.  Its  chief  ex- 
ecutive, Simon  Sperryn,  said 
it  showed  the  countrywide 
code  changes  in  1995  were 
nothing  macefoacjastop-gap. 

Stephen  Alambritte,  of  the 
Federation  of  Small 
Businesses,  said  the  constant 
number  changes  were:  harm- 
ing small  and  medium -sized 

nnmpflnieg- 

Labour  called  for  Mr 
Cruickshank  to  be  suspended 
pending  an  investigation.  Ni- 
gel Griffiths,  the  party’s 
shadow  consumer  affairs 
spokesman,  «dd  Mr  Cruick- 
shank's  assurances  that  num- 
bers would  not  need  to  Change 
again  had  not  stood  up. 

Mr  Cruickshank  insisted  the 
changes  over  the  past  10  years 
bad  been  necessary,  though  he 
admitted  there  could  have 
been  more  consultation  and 
communication  about  them. 

He  said  the  changes  in  1995 
had  created  eight  billion  new 
numbers.  "The  new  plan  will 
be  robust,  flexible  enough  to 
meet  new  demands  and  wiU 
ensure  that  the  UK  maintains 
its  place  at  the  forefront  of 
world  telecommunications.  In 
short,  it  is  designed  to  be 

future-proof’’ 

However,  14  cities  would 
probably  need  code  changes 
in  the  second  half  of  the  next 
decade  to  overcome  expected 
number  shortages. 

Mr  Cruickshank  added; 
“We  could  not  have  done  It  all 
in  one  because  networks  and 
people  don’t  work  that  way," 
he  said.  "This  is  the  final 
stage  of  something  that  was 
started  in  the  late  1980s.” 

The  changes,  together  with 
(Mel's  plans  for  using  the 
eight  billion  new  numbers, 
were  welcomed  by  big  busi- 
ness users  and  the: telecom 
groups. 


LONDON:  Running  out  of 
numbers  because  of  soaring 
business  demand  and  domes- 
tic needs.  Including  lax  ma- 
chines, second  phones  and 
computers.  Consumers  want 

nniWoH  dialtlng 

for  whole  areal. 

Decision:  020  to  replace  0171 
and  0181,  creating  single  code 
for  London  area  in  the  year 
2000.  Local  number  increased 
to  eight  digits  with  7 being 
added  to  the  start  of  inner 
London  numbers  and  8 for 
outer  London  numbers.  There 
will  be  64  million  new  num- 
bers available. 

Examples:  0171-634-8700  be- 
comes 020-76346700;  0181-396- 
2000  becomes  020-8896-2000 

NORTHERN  IRELAND: 
Seventy  per  cent  of  popula- 
tion faced  with  changes  as 
Belfast  runs  out  of  numbers 
and  other  numbers  are  in- 
creased from  five  to  six  digits. 
Strong  support  for  single 
Northern  Ireland  code. 
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Advertising  a newntunber  on  a large  scale 


Decision:  Single  028  code  for 
Northern  Ireland.  Local  num- 
bers to  be  increased  to  eight 
digits  by  2000,  with  two  or 
three  digits  added  to  front  of 
existing  numbers.  Final 
details  to  be  agreed  by  June 
1997. 

Examples:  Belfast's  01232- 
926-222  becomes  028-9082-6222: 
Ballygawley’s  01662534567  be- 
comes 0258508-4567 


CARDIFF:  Faced  immediate 
shortage  of  numbers  but  no 
pressure  in  rest  of  Wales  for 
at  least  15  years.  No  clear  sup- 
port for  altWales  code; 

Decision:  Cardiff  to  switch  to 
029  code  by  2000.  Option 
remains  for  029  to  become  an 
all  Wales  code  in  future.  One 

million  new  numbers  for  Car- 
diff by  increasing  local  num- 
bers to  eight  digits  starting 


with  2.  Initially,  20  will  be 
added  to  front  of  gristing  six 
digit  numbers. 

Example:  01222-926-222  be- 
comes 029-2092-6222 

PORTSMOUTH  and 
SOUTHAMPTON:  Shortage 
of  local  numbers  but  no  de- 
mand for  single  area  coda 

Decision:  New  code  and  num- 
ber prefix  of  02360  for  South- 
ampton and  023-92  for  Ports- 
mouth. 023  remains  option  as 
a regional  code. 

Examples:  Portsmouth's 
01705-926-222  becomes  023- 
9292-6222;  Southampton's 
01703-926-222  becomes  023- 
80926222. 

Places  likely  to  ran  out  of 
numbers  by  2015:  Bourne- 
mouth, Coventry.  Cambridge, 
Aberdeen,  Brighton,  Brad- 
find,  Derby,  Guildford,  Mid- 
dlesbrough, Preston,  Stoke- 
on-Trent,  Oxford, 

Wolverhampton  and  Wigan. 


that  the  laws  wiU  be  abol- 
ished or  revised  earlier. 

Mr  Jiang,  who  is  leaving 
his  London  post,  will  head  foe 
new  Chinese  foreign  ministry 
office  in  Hong  Kong  after 
June  30. 

Ironically,  the  bill  of  rights 
introduced  by  the  Hong  Kong 
government  in  1991  was 
regarded  by  pro-democracy 
critics  as  too  soft  It  was  toned 
down  from  the  original  ver- 
sion. which  would  have  given 
tiie  hill  precedence  over  Chi- 
nese law. 

Britain  argues  that  sine* 
China  has  accepted  the  inter- 
national covenant  on  civil  wnri 
political  rights,  it  should  ac- 
cept changes  to  bring  various 
Hong  Kong  laws  in  line  with 
the  covenant.  These  include 
scrapping  the  need  for  official 
approval  of  new  political 
organisations  and  the  use  of 
loud  hailers.  If  Beijing’s 
changes  go  throutfi,  large  dem- 
onstrations will  need  a licence. 

Members  of  China's  prepa- 
ratory committee  on  Hong 
Kong,  which  has  called  for 
the  curbs,  say  the  post-han- 
dover government  must  be 
“very  sensitive"  to  political 
ralies,  because  of  fears  of  “se- 
dition and  treason”. 

The  1984  joint  declaration 
says  that  "the  laws  currently 
in  force  in  Hong  Kong  will 
remain  basically  unchanged” 
after  the  handover.  But  the 
wording  Is  ambiguous  and 
Beijing  insists  ft  only  applies 
to  laws  existing  at  the  Hme  it 
was  signed. 

Hang  Kong  democrats  fear 
that  China  will  seek  to  amend 
the  laws  through  the  new 
“provisional  legislature"  for 
the  territory,  set  up  by  Beij- 
ing to  supplant  the  democrati- 
cally-elected legislative  coun- 
cil. The  provisional 
legislature  will  hold  Its  first 
meeting  this  weekend  across 
the  border,  in  the  Chinese 
city  of  Shenzhen. 


New  trauma  for 
tug-of-love  boy 


Katz  In  Haw  York 


JR  FATHER  who  fought 
Mm  for  almost  four  years  to 
^^Nrecover  Ms  son  from 
the  couple  who  had  adopted 
him  at  birth  haa  now  aban- 
doned the  ild,  less  than  two 
years  after  he  was  returned  to 
his  biological  parents  amid 
heart-wrenching  scenes  that 
riveted  the  United  States. 

The  child,  known  as  Baby 
Richard,  became  the  focus  of 
an  Impassioned  debate  over 
adoption  when  Otakar  Kxrch- 
ner,  a Czech-born  former  con- 
cert violinist,  won  a mara- 
thon legal  battle  to  remove 
him  from  the  adoptive 
parents  who  had  raised  him 
to  the  age  of  four. 

Sowing  panic  among  thou- 
sands of  adoptive  parents,  the 
weeping  blond-haired  boy 
was  handed  to  the  Klrchners 
in  April  1995.  in  front  of  a 
small  army  of  television 
crews  and  a mob  of  angry 
neighbours  who  taunted  Mr 
Eorchner  for  separating  the 
boy  from  the  only  parents  he 
bad  known. 

Yesterday's  disclosure  fh»t 
Mr  Kirchner  has  left  the  Chi- 
cago home  he  shared  with 
Baby  Richard,  his  mother  and 
another  child  is  certain  to 
Spark  renewed  criticism  of 
the  supreme  court  decision. 

In  a saga  with  the  all  the 
makings  of  a Shakespearean 
tragedy,  the  boy’s  natural 
mother,  Daniels  Janikova, 
handed  him  to  a Chicago  cou- 
ple, Jay  and  Kimberly  War- 
burton,  when  he  was  four 
days  old,  believing  Mr  Kirch- 
ner bad  abandoned  her. 

She  told  Mr  Kirchner,  who 
was  travelling  in  Czechosto- 


Telephone  buffs  talk  up  the  future 


Bill  O’Neill  reports 
oh  intelligent 
networks  and  a 
question  of  money 


WHILE  businesses 
fume  over  another 
change  in  telephone 
dialling  codes,  technolo- 
gists working  on  the  future 
of  W*«ywi|T1Tniiwitiftn»  are 
frustrated  that  we  are  still 

wing  nirmharn  at  all. 

“What  do  we  need  num- 
bers for,”  said  Peter  Coch- 
rane, bead  of  research  at 
BT*s  laboratories  near  Ips- 
wich. “You  should  be  able 
say  to  the  telephone  ‘Hey, 
get  me  my  mother*  without 
having  to.  remember  her 
number.”  • 


The  technology  exists  but 
its  implementation  is  being 
held  up  by  what  Mr  Coch- 
rane tails  “the  big  debate 
over  how  much  to  install  in  . 
the  telephone  and  how 
much  to  incorporate  on  the  , 
network”.  : [ 

It  -all  comes  down  to  i 
money.  On  a commercial 
level  there  is  little  incen- 
tive for  companies  to  invest 
in  intelligent  networks,  es- 
pecially with  the  current 
system  close  to  electronic 
gridlock:  and.  on  a personal 
level,  how  many  people 
would  be  prepared  to  buy  a 
sophisticated  telephone 
that  could  be  programmed 
to  recognise  their  voice? 

“But  there's  going  to 
come  a time  when  well 
generally  be  talking  to  our 
computers  and  tele- 
phones,” Mr  Cochrane  in- 


sisted. Snch  developments, 

which  he  expects  within  a 
decade,  will  not  alone, 
reduce  the  demand  for 
more  numbers,  but  the 
numbers  themselves  will  be 
hidden  from  view. 

Even  the  advent  of  a 
single  personal  number  — 
to  replace  the  different 
ones  used  by  the  same  per- 
son at  home,  in  the  office, 
ob  the  mobile,  for  the  pager 
and  in  the  country  cottage  : 
— will  not  necessarily  I 
mean  fewer  numbers  in  the  , 
System.  “That  would  de- 
pend on  what  other  tech- 
nologies are  introduced,” 
said  Denis  Loveridge.  of  the 
Policy  Research  in  Engi- 
neering, Science  and  Tech- 
nology unit  at  the  Universi- 
ty of  Manchester. 
Loveridge  helped  to  collate 
the  Delphi  survey  of  the 


Government's  Foresight 
Programme,  which  aimed 
to  predict  the  technological 
landscape  of  the  next  cen- 
tury. He  said  no  one  had  yet 
come  up  with  a sample  way 
for  people  with  a personal 
number  to  differentiate,  for 
instance,  between  personal 
and  business  use,  a factor 
that  could  mean  the  need 
for  some  form  of  personal 
identification  number,  or 
PIN. 

Even  the  growth  in  the 
number  of  people  prepared 
to  swop  the  telephone  for 
the  Internet  to  send  mes- 
sages or  chat  cheaply,  if 
somewhat  incoherently, 
will  do  little  to  reduce  the 
telecommunications  indus- 
try’s demand  for  more 
numbers.  They  are  taictng 
up  a new  medium,  but  not 
giving  up  the  old  one. 


'Baby  Richard’:  Torn  from 
adoptive  parents  in  1995 

vakia,  that  the  child  had  hip^ 
at  birth,  but  admitted  she  had 
given  him  up  for  adoption 
when  she  was  reconciled  with 
him  a few  months  later. 

Mr  Kirchner  then  married 
Ms  Janikova  and  began  a 
highly  publicised  legal  cru- 
sade that  axled  in  1995  when 
foe  supreme  court  refused  to 
overturn  an  order  by  the 
highest  court  In  Illinois  for 
foe  boy  to  be  returned  to  his 
biological  parents. 

Mr  Kirchner’s  attorney 
said  yesterday  the  boy.  now 
aged  five  and  known  as 
Danny  Kirphman,  was  being 
cared  fin*  by  his  mother  and 
was  visited  regularly  by  Mr 
Kirchner.  “It’s  not  some  sort 
of  Dickensian  scene." 

Richard  Lifehitz.  the  lawyer 
who  represented  the  hoy's 
adoptive  parents,  said:  “It’s  a 
very  sad  day  for  the  justice 
system  to  see  bow  we  have 
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Phone tap 
bungles 
undermine 
Police  Bill 


Richard  Nortxro-Taylar 
and  Alan  Travis 


THE  Government  last 
night  faced  a deepen* 
ing  crisis  over  Its  con- 
troversial Police  Bill 
as  it  was  revealed  that  tran- 
scripts of  more  than  900  tele- 
phone taps  containing  highly 
sensitive  information  were 
mishandled  by  police  officers. 

An  inquiry  carried  out  by 
one  of  the  country's  most 
senior  policemen  unearthed 
procedural  lapses  on  a.  mas- 
sive scale  which  call  into 
question  the  police's  ability  to 
observe  ground  rules  for 
handling  clandestine 
evidence. 

Police  officers  failed  to 
return  notebooks  containing 
information  from  taps  to  the 
National  Criminal  Intelli- 
gence Service,  which  itself 
foiled  to  keep  a proper  regls- 


Abuse  of  rules  by 
police  described 
as  a lapse  in 
administration 


ter  of  data  given  to  individual 
officers,  an  inquiry  by  John 
Stevens,  an  Inspector  of  Con- 
stabulary and  former  chief 
constable  of  Northumbria, 
found. 

The  disclosure  that  hun- 
dreds of  police  phone-tapping 
Hies  had  gone  astray  added  to 
the  sense  of  urgency  behind 
talks  which  got  under  way 
yesterday  between  the  Home 
Secretary,  Michael  Howard, 
and  his  Labour  shadow.  Jack 
Straw,  to  sort  out  the  "sham- 
bles" surrounding  the  bill 
after  its  double  defeat  in  the 
Lords. 

Paddy  Ashdown  last  night 
wrote  to  John  Major  appeal- 
ing to  be  included  in  the  talks 
on  how  foture  police  "burgle 
and  bug"  surveillance  opera- 
tions are  to  be  put  on  a statu- 
tory footing. 

The  Liberal  Democrats  are 
angry  that  the  Labour  front 
bench  refused  to  support 
their  preferred  option  of  a cir- 
cuit judge  to  vet  future  police 
intrusive  surveillance  opera- 
tions in  the  crucial  Lords 
votes.  Despite  the  strictures 
from  Jack  Straw  that  such  a 
proposal  was  unworkable,  it 


won  the  support  of  such 
senior  Labour  figures  as  Lord 
Callaghan.  Baroness  Castle, 
Lord  Healey  and  the  former 
home  secretary  Lord  Rees. 

Instead  Mr  Straw  claimed 

after  his  telephone  talks  with 
the  Home  Secretary  that  Mr 
Howard  had  already  “crossed 
the  Rubicon”  on  the  principle 
of  prior  judicial  authorisation 
for  such  operations.  He  hopes 
to  build  a cross-party  consen- 
sus around  Labour’s  proposal 
for  a system  of  new  surveil- 
lance commissioners  who 
would  he  senior  judges,  but 
which  would  allow  in  “urgent 
cases"  chief  constables  to  get 
approval  after  the  operation 
had  been  carried  out 

The  Government’s  loss  of  a 
Commons  majority  means 
that  Mr  Howard  faces  real 
problems  if  he  decides  to 
avoid  a humiliating  cave-in 
and  attempts  to  overturn  the 
Lords  defeats. 

Mr  Stevens  acknowledged 
that  the  breach  of  NCIS  proce- 
dures covering  phone  taps 
only  came  tio  light  after  John 
Donald,  a detective  In  the 
South  East  Regional  Crime 
Squad,  was  jailed  for  li  years 
for  corruption  last  year.  Tran- 
scripts from  phone  taps  were 
obtained  by  Donald's  defence 
lawyers. 

flies  on  another  regional 
crime  squad  officer,  who  has 
since  resigned,  were  sent  to 
the  Crown  Prosecution  Ser- 
vice which  decided  to  take  no 
further  action. 

Albert  Pacey.  NCIS  direc- 
tor-general. described  the 
abuse  of  the  rules  covering 
phone  taps  as  an  administra- 
tive lapse.  "The  inquiry  did 
not  reveal  any  corrupt  prac- 
tices by  any  NCIS  officers  and 
1 am  not  aware  of  any  damage 
that  may  have  been  done  to 
any  member  of  the  public." 

Mr  Stevens  blamed  "the 
system",  rather  than  individ- 
ual officers,  and  said  that  he 
had  traced  every  missing 
notebook  in  the  course  of  in- 
terviewing 396  policemen 
from  35  forces.  However,  he 
acknowledged  that  in  a few 
cases  his  conclusions  were 
based  on  assurances  from  of- 
ficers who  had  shredded  their 
notes. 

Some  of  the  notes  from 
phone  tap  transcripts  could 
have  been  photocopied.  His 
report  — which  will  not  be 
published  — contained  nearly 
90  "far-reaching'* 

recommendations. 
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Bin  Forsyth,  who  has  quit  the  Scottish  Film  Production  Fund,  which  initially  turned  down  Shallow  Grave  (top  left)  and 
also  initially  declined  to  give  backing  to  a sequel  to  Forsyth's  Gregory's  Girl  (bottom  left)  maw  photograph;  e.  Hamilton  west 


DanGWster 
Arts  Correspondent 


admired  director 
Bill  Forsyth  has  put 
the  boot  into  the  way 
National  Lottery  money  is 
administered  for  Scottish 
film  projects. 

Forsyth,  maker  of  the 
1980s  Scottish  films  Greg- 
ory’s Girl  and  Local  Hero, 
has  quit  the  Scottish  Film 
Production  Fund,  which  is 


responsible  for  distributing 
lottery  money  to  films.  His 
resignation  was  prompted 
by  his  concern  that  the 
fimd  was  awarding  money 
to  its  members’  projects. 

He  has  criticised  the  pro- 
cess it  uses  tor  selecting 
flinwi  as  “capricious,  shal- 
low, unconsidered  and 
contradictory". 

Forsyth  joined  the  fund’s 
seven  member  selection 
panel  to  observe  its  work- 
ings at  first  band  after 


French  accuse  Britain  of  deceit 
and  blackmail  over  BSE 


Paul  Webster  in  Paris 


I RTTAIN  was  accused  of 
I deception.  procrastina- 
'tion  and  blackmail  yes- 
terday by  a French  parlia- 
mentary commission 
investigating  the  BSE 
scandal. 

A 700-page  report  recom- 
mended that  France  should 
rule  out  co-operation  on  the 
lifting  of  the  export  ban  on 
British  beer  because  of  Brit- 
ain’s refusal  to  co-operate 
fully  with  its  European 
partners. 

During  six  months  of  hear- 
ings in  the  French  lower 
house.  John  Major  was 
repeatedly  accused  of  block- 
ing action  by  the  European 
Union  and  other  European 
organisations. 

"It  Is  unacceptable  that  po- 


litical blackmail  can  be  used 
b>’  one  member  to  block  col- 
lective decisions  taken  in  a 
community  linked  together 
by  solidarity",  the  report  by 
57  MPs  from  all  parties  added. 

The  commission  chairman, 
Jean  Mattel,  said  French  poli- 
ticians were  more  than  ever 
determined  to  refuse  a lifting 
or  the  embargo. 

The  report  also  criticised 
the  EU  for  inadequate  con- 
trols on  beef  exports  and  a 
lack  of  co-ordination  in 
France  over  inspection  of 
British  imports  and  inade- 
quate sanitary  controls. 

The  MPs  said  that  apart 
from  trying  to  undermine  EU 
business.  Britain  also  refused 
to  hand  over  results  of 
research  into  BSE  and  its 
human  equivalent.  CJD. 
French  research  had  been 
held  back  by  the  British  fail- 


ure. The  report  is  by  for  the 
most  detailed  account  so  for 
from  several  national  inqui- 
ries Into  the  10-month-old  beef 
crisis  and  precedes  reports  by 
the  European  Parliament  and 
the  European  Commission. 

Apart  from  attacking  the 
British  government,  the 
French  HOPS  also  allege  that 
British  exporters  deliberately 
committed  fraud  aver  the  sate 
of  contaminated  cattle  feed. 

According  to  evidence 
taken  from  about  60  wit- 
nesses. after  the  ban  on  Brit- 
ish nwimal  feed  was  decided, 
the  product  was  fraudulently 
labelled  as  coming  from 
Ireland. 

A profitable  "laundering” 
operation  was  developed  in 
Belgium  In  which  British  feed 
was  sold  to  other  EU 
countries  including  France. 

The  report  blames  French 


authorities  for  failing  to  react 
quickly  to  a public  health  cri- 
sis, though  the  commission 
considered  that  there  were 
□either  the  means  nor  the 
legal  structures  available  to 
carry  out  proper  controls. 
The  European  Union  was 
accused  of  foiling  to  face  up  to 
the  consequences  of  mad  cow 
disease  because  of  the  fears  of 
economic  repercussions  for 
formers. 

But  the  former  EU  Commis- 
sion chairman,  Jacques  De- 
fers, who  was  in  office  when 
the  affair  developed  in  1988, 
said  after  receiving  an  ad- 
vance copy  of  the  report  that 
the  EU  had  spent  more  time 
dealing  with  mad  cow  riteAflsa 
than  on  monetary  union. 

Import  bans  had  been 
recommended  as  early  as  1989 
and  more  than  £2  billion  had 
been  spent  on  research. 


Brown’s  tax  pledge  will  not 
change  campaign,  say  Tories 


Kama!  Ahmed 


ON  MONDAY  It  ap- 
peared they  had  a tur- 
key on  their  hands.  By 
yesterday  it  was  full  steam 
ahead  with  the  campaign: 
New  Labour,  New  Taxes. 

The  Conservative  Party  is 
to  stick  steadfastly  to  its  "You 
can't  trust  Labour"  advertis- 
ing campaign,  despite  the  best 
efforts  of  the  shadow  chancel- 
lor, Gordon  Brown,  to  neu- 
tralise the  tax  issue  this  week 
by  promising  no  increase  in 
income  tax  under  Labour. 

Senior  Conservative 
sources  said  last  night  that 


even  after  Mr  Brown's 
promise  on  Monday  that 
Labour  would  not  raise  direct 
taxes  the  emotional  fear 
among  voters  or  a Tony  Blair- 
led  future  government  was 
still  strong. 

“Whatever  the  headline  fig- 
ures are  saying,  our  polling  Is 
showing  that  people  still  be- 
lieve that  Labour  means  high 
spending  and  high  taxes." 
said  a Tory  source  close  to  the 
campaign  team. 

"Our  key  theme  will  still  be 
based  on  the  risk  factor. 
People  do  not  articulate  how 
that  will  happen,  they  just 
feel  it  will. 

"If  the  Tories  have  had  to 


raise  taxes  then  Labour  cer- 
tainly wifl. 

"People  don’t  want  to  be 
confused  with  endless  figures. 
This  Is  an  emotional  cam- 
paign and  it  will  continue  in 
exactly  the  same  vein." 

Last  night’s  party  political 
broadcast  by  the  Conserva- 
tives showed  a woman  sitting 
listening  to  radio  news  bulle- 
tins from  the  future  after  a 
Labour  victory  at  the  general 
election. 

After  a series  of  public  sec- 
tor strikes  the  broadcast  says 
that  the  news  will  be  domi- 
nated by  details  of  rising 
mortgage  rates,  higher  levels 
of  crime  and  increasing  un- 


employment. In  one  bulletin 
it  Is  announced  that  Labour’s 
deputy  leader  John  Prescott 
has  resigned  from  the  Cabinet 
to  lead  a left-wing  group  of 
rebel  MPs. 

At  toe  end  the  woman’s  face 
is  shown  with  a single  red 
tear,  reinforcing,  advertisers 
hope,  the  message:  "What  if 
Labour  win?" 

Labour  dismissed  the  cam- 
paign, saying  that  nobody 
was  fooled  by  Conservative 
“smear  tactics. 

“Such  preposterous  claims 
about  a Labour  government 
led  by  Tony  Blair  will  not  be 
believed  by  anyone,"  a party 
spokesman  said. 


Tory  MEPs  in  bitter  war  of  words  with  leader 


Stephen  Bates  In  Brussels 


WARFARE  has  erupted 
among  the  depleted 
ranks  of  Conservative  Euro- 
MPs  in  Brussels  with  mutual 
accusations  of  bad  faith  and 
perfidiousness  circulating 
amid  attempts  to  unseat  the 
group  leader  Tom  Spencer. 


The  dispute  among  the  18 
survivors  of  the  Tories’  disas- 
trous 19M  European  election 
comes  hard  on  the  heels  of  on- 
going spats  among  Labour 
MEPS,  following  attempts  to 
discipline  leftwingers  for  alleg- 
edly embarrassing  Tony  Blair. 

Mr  Spencer.  MEP  for 
Surrey,  has  so  far  faced  down  a 
motion  of  no  confidence  and 


beat  off  an  attempt  to  unseat 
him  by  James  EQes  (Bucks  and 
East  Oxon)  by  10  votes  to  8. 

Colleagues  rlnim  that  the 
group  leader  has  admitted  to 
friends  that  he  expects  the 
Government  to  lose  the  gen- 
eral election. 

One  colleague,  said  yester- 
day: "People  are  astonished 
and  aghast  at  his  perfor- 


mance. He  Is  behaving  like 
some  tin  pot  Ce&usescu.” 

The  latest  cause  of  discon- 
tent is  Mr  Spencer’s  decision 
to  nominate  himself  for  chair- 
manship of  the  parliament's 
influential  foreign  affairs 
committee,  after  appearing  to 
promise  it  to  a senior  col- 
league. Bryan  Cassidy  (Dorset 
and  East  Devon). 


funding  tor  his  proposed  se- 
quel to  Gregory’s  Girl  bad 
been  turned  down.  That  de- 
cision was  later  overturned 
by  the  Scottish  Arts  Coun- 
cil, and  the  film  received  £1 
million  towards  production 
costs. 

. Forsyth  questioned  the 
award  of  £1  million  to 
Regeneration,  a film  about 
the  recuperation  of  the  first 
world  war  poet  Siegried 
Sassoon  in  an  Edinburgh 
hospitaL 

Regeneration  was  writ- 
ten and  co-produced  by 
Alan  Scott,  writer  of  Don’t 
Look  Now  and  of  many 
Hollywood  hits.  Under  his 
real  name  of  Alan  Shiach, 
he  was  also  until  recently 
chairman  of  the  fimd  and 
has  been  appointed  head  of 


file  new  financing  body, 
Scottish  Screen,  which  be- 
gins operations  in  May. 

Forsyth’s  comments  were 
rejected  by  Eddie  Dick,  di- 
rector of  the  fond.  “I  have 
constructed  a simple,  open 
and  elegant  system  which 
works,  and  I make  no  apol- 
ogy for  this,"  he  saitL 

But  Forsyth  received  sup- 
port from  Andrew  MacDon- 
ald, producer  of  Shallow 
Grave  and  Trainspotting. 
He  revealed  that  he  had  ini- 
tially been  turned  down  tor 
funding  for  Shallow  Grave 
and  had  been  “soured"  by 
the  experience.  When  he 
came  to  make  Trainspot- 
ting, he  did  not  bother  to 
approach  the  fund. 

Forsyth  also  singled  out 
Lynda  Myles,  a film  pro- 


ducer and  member  of  the 
fiind’s  selection  panel.  Her 
film.  The  Life  of  Stuff, 
received  £1  million  from 
the  fimd,  although  Myles 
left  the  room  while  the  pro- 
ject was  discussed. 

“It's  quite  astounding:'' 
he_  said.  “Even  if ' panel 
members  leave  the  room 
for  the  deliberation  on 
their  projects,  their  appli- 
cations are  put  in  a more 
favourable  position  than 
would  otherwise  be  the 
case.” 

Following  a complaint 
from  a Scottish  film  com- 
pany, Palm  Tree  Produc- 
tions, the  Scottish  Office 
and  the  Office  of  Fair  Trad- 
ing have  announced  that 
they  are  investigating  the 
situation. 


Friend  of  Grobbelaar 
admits  seeking  revenge 


MckVartay 
Sports  Correspondent 


THE  bankrupt  business- 
man who  revealed  an  al- 
leged football  match  rig- 
ging scandal  admitted 
yesterday  he  was  motivated 
by  money  and  revenge 
against  his  former  partner, 
Bruce  Grobbelaar. 

Chris  Vincent  agreed  that 
his  intention  was  “to  become 
as  rich  as  possible  while  Mr 
Grobbelaar  was  ground 
down".  He  said  he  wanted  to 
destroy  the  former  Liverpool 
goalkeeper. 

Asked  by  the  footballer’s 
counsel.  Rodney  Kievan  QC: 
"You  turned  like  a viper  on 
Bruce  Grobbelaar  when  he 
had  been  the  best  of  friends  to 
you?"  Mr  Vincent  replied: 
“Yes  sir." 

He  also  admitted  that  he 
was  getting  “payment  by 
results"  for  his  part  in  the 
trial  as  he  stood  to  make  al- 
most £250,000  if  the  football- 
ers accused  Of  match  rigging 
were  convicted. 

Bankrupt  with  debts  of  al- 
most £99,000,  he  said  he  would 
be  paid  up  to  £100,000  by  pub- 
lishers for  writing  a hook  and 
another  £100,000  by  ITV.  He 
has  already  admitted  receiv- 
ing nearly  £50,000  from  the 
Sun  and  other  newspapers. 

Cross-examining  Mr  Vin- 
cent, Mr  Kievan  said:  "Your 
whole  financial  future  de- 
pends on  the  outcome  of  this 
trial,  doesn’t  it?"  Mr  Vincent 
replied:  ’That  would  be  cor- 
rect, sir.” 

Mr  Vincent  was  giving  evi- 
dence on  the  fifth  day  of  the 
trial  at  Winchester  crown 
court  of  Grobbelaar,  and  the 
former  Wimbledon  players 
John  Fashanu  and  Hans 
Segers  on  corruption  charges. 
All  deny  the  charges,  as  does 
Heng  Suan  Lira,  a business- 
man said  to  have  been  the 
middleman  between  a Far 
Eastern  betting  syndicate 
which  bankrolled  the  scheme 
and  the  players. 

The  jury  heard  that  Vincent 
had  a series  of  failed  business 


ventures  behind  him  and  had 
a habit  of  “swannlng  off  and 
leaving  the  commercial  de- 
bris”, according  to  Mr 
Kievan. 

Three  businesses  he  started 
in  his  native  southern  Africa 
lost  a total  of  around  £80,000, 
but  Mr  Vincent  only  lost 
about  £5,000  of  his  own 
money. 

In  1989  he  came  to  Britain 
and  established  a company  in 
Wales,  but  that  too  went 
bankrupt,  with  debts  of 
£200,000. 

But  soon  after  its  collapse 
In  1992  he  had  an  idea  for  a 
new  business  organising 
safari  trips  to  Zimbabwe  and 
contacted  Grobbelaar  to  ask  if 
he  would  invest.  Both  fanner 
soldiers  In  Rhodesia,  they  be- 
came friends  — but  only  after 
Mr  Vincent  lied  about  having 
met  the  footballer  at  a Christ- 
mas party  years  earlier. 

At  their  first  meeting  Mr. 
Vincent  told  the  goalkeeper 
he  needed  to  make  up  his 
mind  about  investing  by  the 
Mnn»  he  finished  his  drink. 

The  next  day  Grobbelaar  in- 
vested £5.000  which  Mr  Vin- 
cent — who  admitted  he  had 
less  than  £1,000  to  live  on 
after  his  previous  business 
failures  — said  he  used  for 
“business  expenses". 

Later  the  footballer  in- 
vested more  than  £65,000,  In- 
cluding £20,000  which  was  al- 
legedly half  of  his  £40,000  fee 
from  the  betting  syndicate  for 
throwing  a match  between 
Newcastle  and  Liverpool. 

Mr  Vincent  admitted  he 
knew  where  the  money  had 
come  from  and  still  accepted 
It  Asked  by  Mr  Kievan  If  be 
would  have  been  happy  to 
have  had  more  Investment 
from  the  same  source,  match 
fixing,  he  replied:  “Yes,  sir." 

The  safari  business  venture 
also  collapsed  and  Mr  Vin- 
cent admitted  he  partly 
blamed  Grobbelaar.  He  de- 
cided to  go  to  the  Sun  news- 
paper with  allegations  about 
match  fixing. 

His  first  concern  was  to 
make  money  from  the  story. 
He  had  not  gone  to  the  police 


because  be  did  not  realise  a 
crime  had  been  committed. 

Earlier  the  court  had  been 
shown  video  footage  of  the 
"sting"  by  Vincent  and  the 
Sun  in  which  Grobbelaar  was 
'filmed  allegedly  picking  up 
his  first  £2.000  payment  from 
another,  fictitious,  syndicate 
which  was  said  to  be  ready  to 
pay  him  £100,000. 

The  case  continues.  - 


admits 

arms 

ban 

‘errors’ 

HMmjlfaittelgor 

THE  Government  last 

night  admitted  a cata- 
logue of  errors  in  imple- 
menting embargoes  on  arms 
trafficking,  two  months  after 
allegations  that  Mil-Tec,  a 
British  company  based  in  the 
Isle  ofMan,  arranged  the  sup- 
ply of  weapons  to  former 
Rwandan  government  forces 
implicated  in  genocide. 

Malcolm  Rifiand,  the  For- 
eign Secretary,  disclosed  the 
embargo  on  Rwanda  had  not 
covered  crown  dependencies 
— the  Channel  Islands  and 
the  fate  of  Man.  Documents 
from  Isle  of  Man-based  Mfi~ 
Tec  containing  detaiia  of  al- 
leged arms  shipments  of  more 
than  £3  to  Rwandan 

extremists  were  discovered  in 
eastern  Zaire. 

He  said  a Whitehall  com- 
mittee set  up  after  the  Mil-Tec 
allegations  had  concluded 
“there  were  no  structured 
arangements  for  ensuring  the 
timely  and  accurate  imposi- 
tion of  embargoes’’.  It  also 
found  a "lack  of  consistency” 
In  Implementing  embargoes 
in  the  UK.  its  dependent  terri- 
tories -—  such  as  Bermuda, 
Gibraltar  and  Hong  Kong  — 
and  the  crown  dependencies. 

The  UN  embargo  on 
Rwanda,  which  should  have 
been  imposed  in  June  1994, 
has  stffi  not  been  applied  to 
the  channel  islands  and  the 
Isle  of  Man.  Measures  to  im- 
plement the  arms  embargo 
against  Rwanda,  and  others 
against  Liberia  and  Somalia, 
were  only  tabled  last  month, 
Mr  Rifkind  told  MPs  In  a writ- 
ten parliamentary  answer. 

The  Home  Office,  which  Is 
responsible  for  crown  depen- 
dencies, was  not  Informed  of 
toe  embargoes  until  the  For- 
eign Office  copied  papers  to  it 
In  August  1994,  two  months 
after  the  Rwanda  embargo, 
according  to  Whitehall  offi- 
cials. Although  the  Home 
Office  commissioned  work  on 
toe  orders,  it  was  not  treated 
as  a high  priority  until  the 
allegations  of  arms  shipments 
last  November. 

The  admission  of  signifi- 
cant gaps  in  Government  con- 
trols on  arms  exports  comes 
marly  a year  after  Sir  Rich- 
ard Scott’s  arms-to-Iraq  In- 
quiry recommended  detailed 
changes  in  toe  way  the  Gov- 
ernment enforced  controls  on 
weapons  exports,  including 
greater  openness. 

Mr  Rifkind  last  night  prom- 
ised that  the  Government 
would  now  consider  whether 
to  introduce  legislation  to 
prohibit  arms  trafficking  as 
part  of  the  review  on  export 
controls  it  initially  offered 
when  toe  Scott  report  was 
published  last  February. 

He  also  accepted  toe  com- 
mittee's recommendation  that 
all  future  UN  and  other  arms 
embargoes  should  be  applied 
promptly  in  Britain,  the 
crown  dependencies  and  toe 
dependent  territories. 

He  said  a new  inter-depart- 
mental committee  chaired  by 
the  Cabinet  Office  will  be  set 
up  to  co-ordinate  the  applica- 
tion of  arms  embargoes. 

Tony  Lloyd,  Labour's 
shadow  foreign  affairs  minis, 
ter.  last  night  accused  the 
Government  of  ’’gross 
incompetence". 

He  said  It  must  now  act  to 
close  the  legal  loopholes 
which  may  have  allowed  Brit- 
ish companies  to  evade  arms 
embargoes  by  exporting  arms 
through  third  countries. 
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Seamstresses  em- 
ployed by  top  fashion 
houses  are  disrupting 
haute  couture  shows  thi« 
week  to  highlight  Job  cuts 
and  protest  against  the 
working  practices  of  de- 
signers such  as  Britons  Al- 
exander McQueen  and 
John  Galliano. 

The  684  workers,  who  are 
almost  all  women  and  work 
for  the  15  houses  showing 
spring  and  summer  collec- 
tions this  week,  have  al- 
ready distributed  protest 
flyers  from  the  catwalks  of 
the  Nina  Ricci  and  Chris- 
tian Dior  shows. 

Edwlge  Brandely,  a senior 
seamstess  at  Givenchy,  said 
the  “petites  mains'*  (small 
hands)  workforce  had  been 
cut  by  35  per  cent  in  six 
years  and  the  profession 
was  dying  out  as  rich 
women  would  no  longer 
pay  thousands  for  an  outfit 
Mrs  Brandely,  aged  50. 
an  official  of  the  commu- 
nist-leaning CGT  union, 
said:  “The  build-up  to  this 
year’s  collections  has  been 
especially  tough  at  Gi- 
venchy and  Dior  because  of 
the  arrival  of  Mr  McQueen 
and  Mr  Galliano. 

“They  are  very  inexperi- 
enced and  do  not  realise  the 
time  it  takes  to  produce 
proper  work.  Mr  Galliano 
was  at  Givenchy  before  go- 
ing to  Dior,  so  we  know 
what  we  are  talking  about 
“At  Givenchy  we  had  two 
weeks  to  produce  50  models 
and  some  women  in  the 
workshop  worked  all  night. 
In  Mr  Givenchy's  day, 
everything  was  much  bet- 
ter organised.** 

Mrs  Brandely,  who  has 
worked  at  Givenchy  since 
1985.  is  paid  FF148.000 
(£16,300)  a year  — a salary 
at  the  top  end  among  Gi- 
venchy's 35  seamstresses. 

Brigitte  Memery,  aged  42, 
a senior  seamstress  at  Nina 
Ricci,  gave  an  equally  pes- 
simistic view  of  the  future 
for  the  54  seamstresses  she 
works  with,  who  earn  an 
average  of  £16,750  a year. 

She  said:  “The  decline 
has  been  sudden.  There 
were  926  haute  couture 
seamstresses  in  1990— now 
there  are  684  and  only  31  ap- 
prentices at  the  15  houses.  . 

“At  the  same  time,  the  de- 
signers are  taking  on  more 
and  more  office  staff  to  do 
promotional  work.  Then 
they  make  us  work  round 
the  clock  in  the  fortnight 
before  a -show.  At  Dior  this 
year,  the  women  had  two 
weeks  to  make  70  outfits.’* 


Tribunal  hears  of 
‘endless’  child 
abuse  allegations 


David  Ward 


COUNCIL  officials  de- 
liberately closed 
their  eyes  to  “seem- 
ingly endless”  alle- 
gations of  abuse  at  children's 
homes  in  north  Wales  over  a 
period  of  more  than  20  years, 
an  inquiry  heard  yesterday 
Gerald  Elias.  QC,  counsel  to 
tbe  tribunal  which  was  or- 
dered by  Parliament  last  year, 
said  in  hfa  opening  address 
that  some  allied  victims  had 
been  driven  to  suicide.  Others 
had  given  cogent  and  consis- 
tent statements. 

“If  they  were  accepted  by 
this  tribunal,  then  it  may  be 
that  they  win  compel  the  con- 
clusion that  children  In  care 
in  dwyd  and  Gwynedd  during 
the  period  under  review  were 
abused  physically  or  sexnaDy 
on  a scale  which  borders  on 
wholesale  exploitation." 

The  tribunal,  chaired  by  Sir 
Ronald  Waterhouse,  a retired 
high  court  Judge,  Is  expected 
to  last  a year  and  cost  up  to 
no  million.  Evidence  will  be 
given  by  180  former  residents 
of  homes  who  allege  abuse 
and  80  alleged  abusers  have 
been  ordered  to  appear  at 
hearings  in  Ewloe.  Flintshire, 
The  tribunal  follows  an  in- 
quiry set  up  by  Clwyd  county 
council.  Its  findings  were 
completed  last  year  but  never  ! 
published.  The  tribunal  is 
seen  as  a final  attempt  to  dis- 
cover what  went  on  in  the 
homes  in  the  two  counties, 
both  of  which  disappeared  in 
April  when  local  government 
in  Wales  was  reorganised. 

Eight  people  were  prose- 
cuted after  an  investigation 
by  North  Wales  Police  in  1991- 
92;  six  were  convicted  of  of- 
fences involving  physical  or 
sexual  abuse  of  children. 

Mr  Elias  said  if  wholesale 
abuse  had  occurred,  social  ser- 
vices staff  must  at  best  have 
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‘Internal  inquiries 
were  regarded 
as  embarrassing 
inconveniences 
better  lost  in 
the  mists  of  time  * 
. . .As  the  tide 
of  complaints 
reached  its  J 
crescendo,  the 
loudest  clamour 
seems  to  have 
come  from  local 
authority  insurers 
who  were  anxious 
child  abuse 
be  debated 
in  private* 

Gerald  Bias,  QC 

been  careless  about  the  plight 
of  children  in  their  care. 

At  worst  they  were  “negli- 
gent to  tbe  point  of  gross  pro- 
fessional incompetence,  or 
even  guilty  of  deliberate  eye 
closing  to  that  state  of  affairs 
which  gxiftted  fo  some  of  the 
homes.’’ 

Mr  Ellas  suggested  the 
consquences  of  abuse  lived  on 
beyond  childhood  and  that 
suicide  had  seemed  the  only 
way  out  for  many. 

“At  least  10  former  children 
in  care  in  north  Wales  who 
have  alleged  abuse  in  this 
period  are  now  dead,"  he 
said.  “Most  of  those  are 
known  to  have  taken  their 
own  lives.” 

He  said  the  existence  of 
possible  paedophile  rings 
would  be  investigated.  The 
tribunal  would  inquire 
whether  the  abuse  was  a 
product  of  chance  or  whether 


it  bore  the  “hallmarks  ...  erf 
greater  organisation  or  Infil- 
tration by  those  with  a deter- 
mination to  exploit  vulnera- 
ble children  in  care”. 

Seemingly  allega- 

tions about  abuse  had  been  in- 
vestigated in  previous  inqui- 
ries but  they  had  failed  to 
answer  the  basic  questions: 
what  happened,  why,  and  how 
could  abuse  be  prevented? 

Lip  service  had  been  paid  to 
the  recommendations  of  some 
Inquiries,  others  had  been  al- 
most totally  ignored. 

"Internal  inquiries  were 
regarded  as  embarrassing 
inconveniences  which  ... 
were  better  lost  in  the  mists 
of  timg  than  regarded  as  a 
means  to  learn  from  past 
mistakes. 

"As  the  tide  of  complaints 
readied  its  crescendo  in  the 

1990s.  the  loudest  clamour 
seems  to  have  come  from  the 
insurers  of  the  local  authori- 
ties who  were  very  anxious 
that  matters  of  child  abuse 
should  be  debated  by  mem- 
bers In  private.” 

Mr  EUas,  who  is  expected  to 
return  to  the  role  of  insur- 
ance companies,  said  reports 
of  inquiries  were  seen  as  an 
"encouragement  to  band  wag- 
gon complainants"  and 
claimed  Clwyd  appeared  to 
have  connived  with  the  "hold 
the  lid  on  at  all  costs" 
approach. 

Allegations  had  not  been  in- 
vestigated- “Rumour  and  in- 
nuendo have  coexisted  with 
undoubted  truthful  allega- 
tions and  have  understand- 
ably flourished  in  this  cli- 
mate, and  bred  yet  more 
rumour,  suspicion  and,  in 
some  eyes,  a deep  distrust  of 
anyone  contending  tor  a con- 
trary view.” 

He  added:  “We  believe  this 
tribunal's  findings  will  have 
significance  for  authorities 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
country." 


Loyalist  bomb  warning 


Place  at  Stormont  talks  ‘at  risk’ 
because  of  paramilitary  attacks 


Naomi  Campbell  models  feathered  top  and  fantasy  hat  designed  by  Earl  Lagerfeld  for  Chanel  photograph:  gareth  watwns 


Chanel  trouser 
suit  is  last  word 
in  elegance 
at  the  asking 
price  of  a 
cool  £40,000 


Report  by 
Susannah  Frankel 


pVEN  the  mighty  House  of 
I .Chanel  bag  not  been  un- 
touched by  the  success  of 
John  Galliano.  Last  mouth,  it 
was  confirmed  that  itari  La- 
gerfeld, who  showed  bis  Cha- 
nel couture  collection  In  Paris 
yesterday,  had  lured  Amanda 
Harlech,  Galliano's  style  di- 
rector mid  muse  of  12  years, 
into  his  fold. 

“She’s  like  a modern  Coco 
[Chanel),”  l>ggrfrlri  has  said 
“She  doesn't  know  the  mean- 
ing of  vulgar." 

At  tbe  show  yesterday,  it 
did  seem  as  if  Harlech's  mod- 
ern influence  is  already  filter- 
ing through.  Fondant- 


coloured.  panelled,  chiffon 
dresses,  that  fluttered  prettily 
in  a not  entirely  Chanel-like  , 
manner,  could  well  be  at  least , 
partly  her  doing. 

Otherwise,  the  show  was 
pure  Lagerfeld  for  ChaneL  In 
small  and  intimate  inter- 
linked salons  at  the  Rite,  mod- , 
els  wove  their  way  round 
small  groups  of  press  and 
Chanel-buyiug  ladies  sporting 
the  requisite  smart  tweed 
suits  and  quilted  handbags. 
The  supermodels,  too.  were 
out  in  droves  from  1980s 
sirens  Naomi  Campbel  and 
Kirsten  McNenemy  to  1990s 
English  roses  Iris  Palmer  and 


Stella  Tennant 
As  for  as  the  collection  it- 
self was  concerned,  the  most 
accomplished  sequences  were 
those  that  focused  on  luxury 
at  its  most  elegant  If  you 
were  going  to  spend  £40,000- 
plus  on  a trouser  suit,  there's 
certainly  no  better  place  to  do 
it  than  here,  particularly  if 
you  fancy  fastenings  in  the 
form  of  the  finest  pearls  or 
clusters  of  diamonds  gathered 
into  a single  camellia  (Coco’s 
favourite  bloom)  at  the  waist 
For  the  evening,  the  crafts- 
manship behind  liquid  silver 
and  gold  evening  dresses  was 
second  to  none. 


DavMSharrock 
Ireland  Correspondent 

Loyalist  politicians  at 
the  Stormont  talks  yho 
have  links  with  parami- 
litaries were  told  yesterday 
that  they . would  lose  their 
seats  if  the  spate  of  bomb 
attacks  on  Catholics 
continued. 

The  Northern  Ireland 
Office  said:  “The  Government 
shares  the  increasing  public 
concern  that  has  arisen  as  a 
result  of  recent  car  bomb 
■ attacks,  the  first  two  of  which 
have  been  attributed  by  the 
RUC  chief  constable  to  loyal- 
ist extremists.” 

Hie  attacks  — two  on  lead- 
ing republicans  and  another 
in  Lame.  Co  Antrim,  on  Mon- 


day. when  a Catholic  couple 
and  their  baby  daughter  es- 
caped injury  from  an  under- 
car device  — had  been  raised 
with  the  Ulster  Democratic 
Party  and  the  Progressive 
Unionist  Party. 

It  was  open  to  any  of  tbe 
parties  at  the  talks  to  argue 
that  another  group  was  not 
.entitled  to  be  there  for  having 
“demonstrably  dishonoured” 
the  Mitchell  principles  of  de- 
mocracy and  non-violence. 

' The  recent  attacks  “inevita- 
bly raise  questions  over  the 
position  in  the  Northern  Ire- 
land talks  of  the  two  parties 
associated  with  the  loyalist 
paramilitaries. 

“There  win  be  an  opportu- 
nity to  consider  these  ques- 
tions, which  clearly  turn  on 
an  assessment  of  the  words. 


actions  and  all  the  relevant 
circumstances,  when  talks 
resume  In  plenary  session 
next  Monday." 

The  Government  would 
continue  to  scrutinise  these 
matters  carefully. 

The  UUP  and  the  PUP  said 
that  the  ceasefire  of  the  com- 
bined loyalist  military  com- 
mand, the  umbrella  leader- 
ship of  the.  Ulster  Defence 
Association,  the  Ulster  Volun- 
teer Force  and  the  Red  Hand 
Commando,  remained  intart 

The  UDP  leader,  Gary 
McMlchael,  said:  “Obviously, 
there  are  difficulties  within 
loyalism  because  of  the  In- 
tense provocation  of  the  ERA. 
but  I don't  believe  there  is  a 
willingness  to  see  our  country 
fall  back  into  fall-scale 
conflict." 

Billy  Hutchinson,  spokes- 
man for  the  PUP,  said:  Tm 
not  convinced  the  attacks 
were  carried  out  by  a member 
group  of  the  CLMC.” 
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Mother  blames 
depression  for 
boys’  truancy 


A SINGLE  mother,  fined 
£1,000  for  foiling  to  send 
her  teenage  sons  to 
school,  said  yesterday  that 
her  depression  and  health 
problems'  after  the  birth  of 
twins  two  years  ago  had  been 
to  blame  for  the  truancy. 

Carol  Matthews,  aged  36, 
who  had  faced  arrest  yester- 
day for  non-payment,  spoke 
after  being  given  . an  appeal 
hearing  at  Woolwich  crown 
court  in  south  London  on  a 
date  to  be  fixed.  Her  sons  yes- 
terday attended  the  local 
secondary  school,  just  a few 
minutes'  walk  from  their 
home  In  & council  flat  in  For- 
est Hill,  for  the  first  time 
since  October. 

A spokesman  for  Lewisham 
council,  which  brought  the 
prosecution  out  of  concern  for 
the  schooling  of  Stephen,  aged 

16.  who  should  be  sitting 
GCSEs  this  summer,  and 
Waiyne,  aged  14,  said  it  be- 
lieved there  ought  to  be  a bet- 
ter way  of  dealing  with  what 

he  called  “parentally-con- 
doned truancy”  than  to  im- 
pose fines  that  such  mothers 
could  not  possibly  pay. 

“It  won’t  help  the  kids  get 
to  school.  The  point  this  > 
raises  is  that  the  problem  in 
law  Is  that  all  the  magistrate 
can  do  in  a truancy  case  is 
impose  a fine.  We'd  like  to  see 
some  more  flexibility.” 

He  pointed  to  a case  last 
April  where  another  Lewi- 
sham mother,  Simone  West- 
lake.  charged,  like  Ms  Mat- 
thews. with  faffing  to  ensure 
her  13-year-old  son  attended 
school  under  section  199  of 
the-  Education  Act  1993,  was 
bailed  by  a magistrate  on  con- 
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dition  she  escorted  him  to  the 
door  in  person  every  day. 

“For  five  mouths,  that 
worked  superbly  well,"  he 
said.  Not  only  did  Ms  West- 
lake’s  son  attend  school,  but 
other  truants  began  to  show 
up  more  regularly  as  parents 
took  notice  of  the  case.  Even- 
tually, however,  Ms  Westlake 
was  given  a conditional  dis- 
charge, to  tbe  disappointment 
of  tbe  council. 

The  attendance  of  Ms  Mat- 
thews's sons  had  deteriorated 
dramatically  over  the  last  six 
months,  said  tbe  spokesman. 
“We  were  writing,  phoning 
and  trying  to  meet  her,”  he 
said.  “She  would  not  answer 
her  door."  She  had  also  failed 
to  attend  Greenwich  magis- 
trates court  a week  ago  when 
she  was  fined  £1,000. 

On  the  balcony  outside  her 
fourth-floor  flat,  Ms  Matthews 
was  cmrfting  a cigarette.  Her 
eyes  were  red-rimmed,  and 

her  hand  was  shaky.  “It 
wasn’t  that  the  boys  didn’t 
want  to  go  to  school,"  she 
said.  “I  had  health  problems 
— I was  depressed.  I was  de- 
serted after  the  birth  of  the 
twins.”  She  jumped  as  an 
older  woman’s  voice  shouted 
her  name  from  Inside  the  flat, 
went  in,  and  the  door  was 
abruptly  slammed  shut 

Later  she  said  the  twins 
woke  every  few  hours  in  the 
night  She  broke  down  in 
tears  as  she  said:  “I  needed 
the  boys  to  help  me.  but  they 
also  wanted  to  help  the  family 
because  they  love  tbe  twins. 

"They  knew  that  I was  very 
tired  and ' only  having  two 
hours’  sleep  at  a time.  At  tbe 
tiww.  I couldn't  cope  because 
of  the  tiredness.  I can  now, 
nnri  i don’t  need  my  kids 
haing  taken  off  me." 
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Nude  protesters 
hold  up 

photographs  of 
Spanish 
members  of 
parliament  in 
central 
Barcelona 
yesterday.  Each 
poster  reads 
‘guilty9.  The 
demonstrators 
belong  to  the 
new  Catalan 
Independence 
Party  and 
criticise  the 
politicians  for 
keeping  the 
autonomous 
province  a part 
of  Spain 
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Accord  fails  to  lay 
Nazi  ghosts  to  rest 

Fifty  years  on,  bitterness  lingers  over  the 
Sudeteniand  despite  a Czech  and  German 
pact,  writes  Ian  Traynor  in  Litomerice 

# # ■ 'M  NOT  a politi-  regretted  the  post-war  depor-  sending  them  to  their  deaths 
III  r;an  *'  cnirt  nan  tation  of  3 mill  inn  Germans,  at  Auschwitz. 

■ ■ ■ many  of  whom  were  killed.  He  added:  ‘It’s  right  that 

■ If  the  expulsions  T*ie  document  took  almost  the  Germans  were  expelled. 


Tremors 


Balkans 


SOFIA/Poll  hopes  as 
Socialists  say  sorry  for 
‘two  years  of  misrule’ 


# # ■ 'M  NOT  a politi- 
l|fl  clan,"  said  Dan- 
fl  ila.  “I  don't  know 
■ If  the  expulsions 
were  right  or  wrong.  But  it’s 
hard  to  make  peace  with  your 
neighbour  when  six  years 
earlier  he  was  driving  you 
away  with  a stick." 

As  the  German  chancellor, 
Helmut  Kohl,  went  to  Prague 
yesterday  to  bind  history’s 
wounds,  Danila,  aged  63.  sat 
in  the  north  Bohemian  town 
of  Litomerice  and  recalled 
her  wretched  childhood  in  the 
second  world  war. 

In  1938,  when  she  was  five, 
the  Nazis  rolled  into  Czecho- 
slovakia and  annexed  the 
German-populated  areas 
known  as  the  Sudeteniand. 
She  and  her  family  Qed  to 
Prague;  the  Germans  arrived 
in  the  capital  six  months  later 
to  partition  the  country. 

Six  years  on,  with  the  Nazis 
defeated,  she  returned  home 
to  find  the  area’s  ethnic  Ger- 
mans being  brutally  kicked 
out. 

“The  Germans  forced  us 
out  of  the  Sudeteniand.  And 
then  we  fbrced  them  out 
Maybe  we  were  both  wrong.” 
she  sighed. 

The  rancour  and  bitterness 
wrought  by  these  events  have 
poisoned  relations  between 
the  two  central  European 
neighbours  since  1916  and, 
until  yesterday,  had  defied  a 
settlement 

On  his  first  visit  to  Prague 
since  the  Czech  Republic  was 
bam  four  years  ago.  Air  Kohl 
signed  a joint  declaration 
with  the  Czech,  prime  minis- 
ter, Vaclav  Klaus,  that  is  sup- 
posed to  bury  the  hatchet  be- 
tween the  two  countries  and 
anticipate  a bright  new 
Europe. 

The  signing  ceremony  in 
the  Lichtenstein  Palace  was 
seen  as  historic.  The  Ger- 
mans apologised  for  the  Nazi 
occupation;  and  the  Czechs 


regretted  the  post-war  depor- 
tation of  3 million  Germans, 
many  of  whom  were  killed. 
The  document  took  almost 
two  years  to  draft,  with  the 
two  sides  arguing  over  every 
comma. 

But  the  pomp  and  cere- 
mony failed  to  dispel  the  ten- 
sion between  Czechs  and 
Germans. 

“We  want  to  ask  for  forgive- 
ness and  we  want  to  forgive," 
said  Mr  KohL  That  statement, 
which  seemed  to  equate  the 
Nazi  seizure  of  Czechoslova- 
kia with  the  post- wax. exp ul- 

‘What  have  the 
Czechs  got  to 
apologise  for?  I’m 
against  that.  That 
means  we  were 
the  bad  guys’ 

sions  while  also  wit  holding 
“forgiveness”,  has  infuriated 
many  Czechs. 

“What  have  the  Czechs  got 
to  apologise  for,"  raged  Jiri 
Sekyra  in  Litoaierice. 

'Tin  against  that.  That 
means  we  were  the  bad  guys. 
Sure,  the  Germans  lived  here 
for  centuries.  But  they  started 
the  war.  They  lost  it  And 
they  had  to  deal  with  the  con- 
sequences and  the  loss  of 
territory." 

Mr  Sekyra,  a social  worker 
aged  47,  is  too  young  to 
remember  the  traumas  of  the 
1940s.  But  his  father  was 
taken  to  Germany  as  slave 
labour  for  tbe  armaments 
factories. 

Before  that  he  was  kicked 
out  of  Terezin,  a mile  away, 
better  known  as  Theresien- 
stadt  which  the  Nazis  made 
the  concentration  camp  for 
Czechoslovakia's  Jews  before 


sending  them  to  their  deaths 
at  Auschwitz. 

He  added:  “It’s  right  that 
the  Germans  were  expelled. 
They  lost  the  war.  What  could 
we  do. 

“Besides,  the  Allies  at  Pots- 
dam agreed  to  the  deporta- 
tions, so  the  Germans  should 
be  negotiating  with  the  Brit- 
ish, Americans  and  Russians 
— not  with  us.” 

Litomerice,  known  to  the 
Germans  as  Lertmeritz,  is  a 
jewel  of  a central  European 
medieval  city.  Until  1938  the 
town  of  26,000,  which  perches 
on  the  north  bank  of  die  Elbe, 
was  populated  mainly  by  Ger- 
mans, making  It  a key  target 
of  the  Nazi  Sudeteniand 
seizure  in  October  of  that 
year. 

The  only  Germans  here 
now  are  the  hordes  of  tourists 
who  arrive  at  weekends  to 
marvel  at  the  medieval  town 
square. 

“We  need  a truce  with  the 
Germans,  a compromise," 
said  Jiri  DolezaL  who  traded 
his  citizenship  for  a German 
passport  13  years  ago  when  be 
left  Litomerice  to  emigrate  to 
Stuttgart  He  qualified  for  a 
passport  because  one  of  his 
grandmothers  was  German. 

“We  can't  change  the  past 
We  can  only  change  the  pres- 
ent and  the  future.  We 
shouldn't  keep  going  on  about 
the  past  because  it  will  only 
make  the  young  extremists.” 

Most  Czechs  agree.  In  a poB 
yesterday,  49  per  cent  thought 
Prague  should  sign  the  decla- 
ration, a two-to-one  majority 
In' favour. 

But  48  per  cent  thought 
Czechs  had  lost  in  the  deal, 
while  2 per  cent  thought  Ger- 
many had  made  the  bigger 
sacrifice. 

Mr  Klaus,  for  his  part,  put 
the  emphasis  on  the  “causes 
and  consequences”  of  the 
Nazi  occupation  and  the  sub- 
sequent expulsions,  declining 
to  offer  a fulsome  apology. 


Mck  Thorpe  In  Soda  ' 

BULGARIA'S  Socialist 
leaders  have  publicly 
apologised  to  their 
people  for  two  years  of  mis- 
rule,' and  promised  to  bring 
those  responsible  for  corrup- 
tion in  the  party  to  justice. 

The  remarkable  confession 
of  guilt  may  herald  a capitula- 
tion to  the  opposition’s  de- 
mands, backed  by  two  weeks 
of  street  protests,  for  immedi- 
ate elections. 


“I  apologise  to  all  citizens  of 
Bulgaria  who  were  betrayed 
in  their  expectations  by  the 
government  of  the  Democratic 
Left,”  the  Socialist  Party 
leader,  Geozgi  Parvanov,  told 
the  daily  newspaper  Trod. 

Tbe  party's  candidate  for 
prime  minister,  the  interior 
minister  Nikolai  Dobrev,  also 
apologised  for  the  “political 
adventure”  of  the  last  two 
years  of  Socialist  rule. 

The  party,  one  of  the  least 
reformed  of  an  the  former 
communist  parties  in  eastern 


BELGRADE/Le  Pen 

finds  nationalist  unity 
lies  in  common  hatreds 


Retirement  strike  sets 
French  election  scene 


Julian  Borgarln  Belgrade 


THE  FRENCH  National 
Front  leader,  Jean- 
Marie  Le  Pan,  flew  Into 
Serbia  yesterday  to  issue  a 
rraii  for  “nationalists  of  all 
countries  to  unite”  but 
soon  discovered  that  patri- 
otism without  national  bor- 
ders can  be  an  awkward 
business,  especially  In  the 
Balkans. 

Mr  Le  Pen  bad  hoped  to 
march  alongside  street  pro- 
testers demonstrating 
against  a "totalitarian  and 
communist”  government  — 
preferably  on  television  — 
only  to  discover  that  his 
host,  the  Radical  Party 
leader,  Vbjslav  Seselj,  was 
not  taking  part. 

To  add  to  his  conftasion, 
he  found  himself  on  the  de- 
fensive at  a press  confer- 
ence within  an  hour  of  his 
arrival,  where  he  was  ques- 
tioned, about  repots  that 
National  Front  members 
had  taken  up  arms  along- 
side Croat  rightwing  mili- 
tias In  1991. 

Although  he  did  not  deny 
the  charge,  he  said  It  was 
too  early  to  Judge  while  the 
“wounds  of  war"  still  bung 
heavy  in  the  air. 

But  he  did  try  to  explain 
his  philosophy  of  support- 
ing nationalism,  no  matter 
what  nation  was  involved. 
Patriots,  be  said,  “have  a 
common  vision  of  the  world 


Europe,  announced  the  start 
of  “Operation  Clean  Hands” 
to  look  for  those  in  its  ranks 
guilty  of  corruption.  Samp  ob- 
servers in  Sofia  interpret  this 
as  the  first  shot  in  an  election, 
campaign,  a concrete  sign 
that  the  Socialists  are  aban- 
doning their  efforts  to  form  a 
new  government  of  their  own. 

Others  fear  that  it  is  Just  a 
trick  to  deflect  criticism  and 
that  hardliners  continue  to 
direct  party  policy.  Time  is 
running  out  &st  for  a solu- 
tion. President  Stoyanov  has 
warned  that  the  street  pro- 
tests. mostiy  peaceful  and 
good-natured  so  for.  may  turn 
violent  if  the  Socialists  do  not 
agree  to  elections  in  the 
spring. 

, An  MP  from  the  Union  of 
Democratic  Forces  opposi- 
tion, Assen  Agov,  said  that 
under  a UDF  government 


“some  government  ministers 
from  the  present  day  Socialist 
government  who  committed 
crimes,  who  stole  . . . will  be 
put  on  trial.  But  there  will  be 
no  witch-hunt”. 

The  demonstrators  who 
gather  daily  in  their  thou- 
sands in  front -of  the  Alexan- 
der Nevski  cathedral  in  Sofia, 
use  the  words  “communists” 
and  “mafia”  interchangeably 
In  their  slogans. 

Of  the  many  scandals  that 
have  surfaced  during  his  gov- 
ernment's term  in  office,  the 
one  which  has  most  angered 
the  public  is.  the  grain  short- 
age which  will  force  the 
country  to  torn  next  month  to 
expensive  imports  from  the 
United  States. 

The  shortage  has  pushed  up 
the  price  of  bread,  and  Is 
j threatening  many  private 
bakers  witb  clasure.  The  av- 


¥ 


based  on  the  same  human, 
values,  in  which  tbe  nation 
expresses  itself  on  tbe  polit- 
ical scene”. 

Mr  Seselj.  who  led  a Serb 
militia  known  as  the  Chet- 
niks  in  the  Croatian  and 
Bosnian  wars,  nodded  his 
agreement.  There  were 
clearly  no  hard  feelings. 
The  Important  thing,  their 
aides  agreed,  was  to  raise 
the  profile  of  two  leaders 
who  both  feel  poised  to  ben- 
efit from  discontent  in 
their  home  countries. 

To  that  end,  Mr  Le  Pen’s 
entourage  had  envisaged 
that  he  would  be  photo- 
graphed mingling  In  what 
Is  at  present  one  of  the 
world’s  most  photogenic 
protest  movements  — the 
daily  demonstrations  in 
Belgrade  against  govern- 
ment election-rigging. 

“We  were  a bit  disap- 
pointed, bnt  this  is  a com- 
plicated situation,”  said  an 
aide. 

It  was  a situation  Mr  Le 
Pen  tried  to  clarify  as  soon 
as  he  landed,  publicly  call- 
ing  on  Mr  Seselj  to  explain 
himself  at  a joint  press  con- 
ference. Mir  Seselj,  who 
won  18  per  cent  of  the  vote 
in  last  year’s  federal  elec- 
tions and  became  the 
mayor  of  a Belgrade  nm- 
nldpaiity,  said  he  had  not 
joined  the  nine-week-old 
protest'  campaign  because 
he  despised  Its  leaders  — 
the  Zajedno  (Together)  co- 


erage  pension  is  now  barely 
enough  to  buy  10  loaves.  . 

Drama  students  led  a 
march  through  the  centre  of 
Sofia  yesterday,  beating 
drums  and  waving  flags.  In 
front  of  the  mausoleum  of 
Georgl  Dimitrov,  Bulgaria's 
post-war  Communist  leader, 
they  staged  a performance  of 
the  events  of  the  night  of  Jan- 
uary io,  when  protesters  laid 
siege  to  the  parliament  build- 
ing, and  were  forcibly 
removed  by  riot  police,  an 
action  which  left  more  than 
200  Injured. 

In  an  apparently  unrelated 
development,  the  chief  prose- 
cutor released  Bulgaria's  last 
Communist  leader,  Todor 
Zhivkov,  from  house  arrest 
Zhivkov,  aged  85,  was  found 
guilty  in  1992  of  embezzling 
£14  million  of  public  funds, 
and  sentenced  to  seven  years. 


There  may  be  trouble  ahead  but  two  protestors  dance  in.  front  of  riot  police  who  blocked 
thousands  of  students  marching  through  Belgrade  yesterday  -photograph:  orasko  oagovjc 


alition  of  liberals  and  mod- 
erate nationalists' — even 
more  than  President  Slobo- 
dan Milosevic’s  Socialist 
government. 

“The  Serbian  Radical 
Party’s  objective  is  to  over- 
throw tiie  government  of 
Slobodan  Milosevic  bnt  at 
tbe  same  time  to  prevent 
Zajedno  government  com- 
ing to  power,"  he  said. 

He  denied  rumours  circu- 
lating In  Belgrade  that  Rad- 
ical Party  officials  had  held 
coalition  talks  with  the  till- 
ing Socialists,  who  are  said 
to  be  looking  for  a new 
partner  since  their  busi- 
ness allies  in  the  New  De- 
mocracy party  threatened 


to  defect  over  the  reversal 
of  opposition  victories  in 
last  year’s  local  elections. 

Mr  Le  Pen  said  he  found 
the  clarification  of  Mr  Se- 
selj’s  position  “satisfac- 
tory” but  appeared  less 
than  convinced.  The  pros- 
pects for  his  four-day  visit 
to  Serbia  (and  Serb-held 
areas  of  Bosnia)  looked  ! 
bleak,  until  the  two  leaders  1 
found  common  cause  in  a 1 
clutch  of  hatreds:  the , 
United  States.  Nato,  the 
United  Nations  and  all  its  I 
works  — , particularly  the  : 
UN  war  crimes  tribunal,  in 
The  Hague. 

Mr  Le  Pen  compared  the 
atrocities  commltted'ln  the 


former  Yugoslavia  with  the 
bombing  of  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki,  and  tbe  “fero- 
cious” trade  embargo  on 
Iraq,  which  was  killing 
“thousands  of  children"  — 
none  of  which  had  at- 
tracted war  crimes  charges. 

Mr  Seselj  repeated  his 
offer  to  go  to  The  Hague  if 
there  was  even  a hint  of  a 
charge  against  Urn  for  the 
Cbetnlks’  wartime  activi- 
ties. ‘T  would  have  my  bags 
packed  in  a moment,”  he 
said.  “I  would  use  it  as  an 
opportunity  to  shoot  down 
the  UN,  Nato,  The  Hague, 
and  all  those  dark  forces 
imposing  terror  on  Serb 
children  and  Serb  cities.” 


Paul  Webstar  In  Paris 


Thousands  of  public 
transport  workers 
throughout  France  will 
strike  on  Friday  in  favour  of 
retirement  at  55.  giving  a lead 
to  what  is  likely  to  be  the 
most  popular  crusade  in  the 
run-up  to  the  general  election 
in  the  spring. 

Most  political  movements, 
including  the  Socialist  Party, 
oppose  the  claim,  despite  the 
risk  of  alienating  their  elec* * 
(orates.  But  tbe  five  biggest 
trades  unions  are  backing  the 
transport  strike,  which  goes 
against  the  European  Union’s 
warning  of  economic  dangers 
if  early  retirement  becomes 
general 

Germany  and  Italy  have 
recently  raised  the  minimum 
age  to  65,  in  line  with  most 
European  states.  France's  big- 
gest union,  the  CGT,  wants 
retirement  at  55  in  all  sectors 
so  that  firms  can  take  on 
* young  unemployed.  The  Com- 
munist Party  Is  considering 
joining  the  campaign,  at  the 
risk  of  splitting  the  left  before 
the  March  1998  parliamentary 
poll. 

The  former  EU  Commission 


l chairman  Jacques  Delors  has 
joined  other  Socialist  Party 
leaders  in  saying  that  lower- 
ing the  retirement  age  Is  too 
expensive  and  could  wreck 
the  old  age  pension  system,  i 
On  the  right  the  prime  minis- 
ter. Alain  Juppe  ruled  out  the 
possibility  of  reform  after  two 
□f  his  predecessors.  Edouard  1 
Balladur  and  Raymond  Barre, 1 
made  alarmist  predictions. 

But  the  opinion  polls  show 
that  61  per  cent  of  the  elector-  i 
ate  want  to  give  up  working 
at  55. 

The  breach  was  opened  by  , 
the  Gaullist-led  government's 
hasty  decision  in  December  to 
let  lorry  drivers  retire  five 
years  before  the  normal  age  of  | 
60,  introduced  in  1981,  after ; 
their  strikes  paralysed  the 
country. 

Bus  and  Metro  workers 
want  tbe  same  rights,  and  a 
32-hour  working  week. 

President  Jacques  Chirac 
has  led  oposltion  to  early 
retirement,  saying  it  is  eco- 
nomically and  demographi 
cally  impossible.  Supporters  i 
point  to  the  way  industry  is  ! 
trying  to  replace  men  and  . 
women  over  50  with  younger 
workers.  After  a series  of  | 
other  early  retirement  | 


schemes,  tbe  two  big  car  com- 
panies, Renault  and  Peugeot, 
have  asked  the  government  to 
help  finance  a plan  to  retire 
40,000  workers  prematurely. 

France  already  holds  the 
European  record  for  tbe  num- 
ber of  men  and  women  be- 
tween 55  and  60  without  jobs. 
Just  under  half  in  the  age 
group  have  never  worked  or 
have  retired  early.  Econo- 
mists estimate  that  govern- 
ment subsidies  to  compensate 
for  early  retirement  already 
cost  £2  billion  a year,  without 
any  apparent  effect  on  unem- 
ployment which  stands  at 
12.7  per  cent 

Popular  pressure  for  earlier 
retirement  owes  more  to  de- 
pression about  working  con- 
ditions and  insecurity  than 
concern  to  provide  work  for 
the  young,  according  to  Marc 
BlondeL  head  of  the  Force 
Ouvrlere  trade  union. 

;This  isn’t  really  a demand 
by  trade  unions  but  a move- 
ment at  the  grassroots,”  he 
said.  “There  Is  a general  lack 
of  motivation  among  wage 
earners,  who  have  bad 
enough  of  the  way  they  are 
treated,  feel  Insecure,  and  just 
want  to  close  their  toolboxes 
and  go  home.” 


News  in  brief 


Clinton  urges 
landmine  ban 

President  Clinton  yesterday 
sent  a message  to  the  Confer- 
ence for  Disarmament  in  Gen- 
eva urging  it  to  push  ahead 
with  global  negotiations  to 
ban  landmines  and  halt  pro- 
duction of  nuclear  bomb  mak- 
ing material 

The  White  House  an- 
nounced on  Friday  that  the 
United  States  would  unilater- 
ally observe  a permanent  ban 

on  the  export  of  anti-person- 
nel enrf  seek  a 

global  ban  in  the  negotia- 
tions. — Reuter. 

Du  Pont  case  called 

Jury  selection  began  yester- 
day in  the  trial  of  John  du 
Pont,  tbe  American  mi Won- 
aire  who  admits  shooting  dead 
a champion  wrestler  at  his 
Pennsylvania  estate  last  year. 
At  issue  is  whether  a man 
who  has  variously  been  con- 
vinced that  he  Is  Jesus,  tbe 
Dalai  Lama  and  a Russian  tsar 
can  tell  right  from  wrong, 
writes  Lon  Katz  tn  New  York. 


Quake  hits  China 

Two  earthquakes  measuring 
more  than  six  on  the  Richter 
scale  hit  China’s  western  Xin- 
jiang province  yesterday,  kill- 
ing 12  people  and  farcing 
more  than  1,000  families  to 
Dee  their  homes  in  bitter  cold, 
officials  said. — AP. 

YeKsin  on  feet 

The  Russian  president,  Boris 
Yeltsin,  recovering  from 
pneumonia,  managed  a stroll 
outdoors  yesterday,  the  day 
after  he  was  released  from 
hospital,  foe  chief  Kremlin 
doctor  said.  — Reuter. 

Suspects  held 

French  police  detained  22  sus- 
pected Islamic  militants  in 
dawn  raids  In  the  Paris  area, 
eastern  France  and  tbe 
Riviera  yesterday. — Reuter. 

Bra  support 

A cash-strapped  Russian 
underwear  factory  is  paying 
workers  in  bias.  A typical  em- 
ployee earns  up  to  42  bras  a 
month.— Reuter. 


Sweden  promises  inquiry  into  Nazi  gold 
claims  ‘within  weeks’  to  quiet  criticism 


•Ion  Henley  In  Helsinld 

AMID  fresh  revelations 
#Athai  Sweden  received  far 
more  gold  from  Nazi  Ger- 
many than  it  admitted, 
the  country's  central  bank 
promised  yesterday  that  a Adi 
Independent  investigation  of 
Us  wartime  transactions 
would  start  early  next  month. 

The  investigation,  which 
Sweden  quietly  agreed  to  late 
last  year  after  a visit  by  Inter- 
national Jewish  leaders,  will 
aim  to  establish  how  much  of 
the  gold  looted  from  Holo- 
caust victims  was  accepted  by 
the  Riksbank,  and  whether 
any  remains  in  Its  vaults, 
said  a bank  spokesman, 
Michael  Wallin-  . 

“The  leader  of  the  three- 
man  investigating  team  has 
been  appointed  and  work  will, 
now  start  within  the  next  two 
or  three  weeks,”  he  said.  “We 
are  as  eager  to  clear  this 
whole  thing  up  as  anyone.” 

The  bank's  announcement 
followed  the  publication  yes- 


terday of  a damning  report  in 
Dagens  Nybeter  newspaper 
about  Sweden’s  dealings  with 
the  Nazis  through  a former  1 
ambassador,  Sven  Fredrik 
Hedin.  and  a radio  Journalist 

Goran  Elgemyr. 

For  all  its  trade  links  with 
the  Nazis,  Sweden  has  since 
prided  itself  on  its  openness 
and  has  none  of  the  jealously- 
guarded  fiscal  secrecy  of 
Switzerland,  -where  most  of 
the  gold  Is  said  to  have  gone.  ! 

Based  on  newly-discovered 
documents  in  Swedish,  Swiss  | 
and  American  archives,  the>| 
report  says  that  between  1339 
and  early  1944,  Sweden 
received  31564  kilos  of  gold 
from  the  Nazis  — which 
would  be  worth  about 
£280  million  today  .-In  return, 
Germany  got  35  mlHion  tons 
of  much-needed  Iron  ore  for 
Its  war  effort  and  inteamtion-. 
ally  acceptable  currency.' 

The  Riksbank,  however, 
has  declared  itself  free  of 
"tainted"  gold  since  it ' 
searched  its  -vaults  after  the 
second  world  war  and ! 


returned  14  tons  of  suspect 
ingots  to  Belgium  and  foe 
Netherlands. 

The  report,  which  also 
shows  the  Swedish  govern- 
ment turned  a blind  eye  to 

whether  or  not  the  gold  was 

tainted,  lends  farther  weight 
to  claims  made  last  month  by 
the  executive  director  of  the 
World  Jewish  Congress,  Elan 
Steinberg. 

He  said  an  examination  of 
Swiss  and  American  docu- 
ments proved  Sweden 
received  many  tons  of  Nazi 
gold  looted  from  Jews.'  ’’We 
are  talking  here  about  hun- 
dreds of  mill  ions  of  dollars  jn 
looted  gold,"  he  said. 
“Whether  it  was  returned  or 
not  is  immaterial,  ft  was  laun- 
dered by  foe  Swedes.” 

• The  foreign-policy  commit- 
tee In  the  Swiss  parliament's 
tower  house  yesterday  backed 
proposals  for  a law  allowing 
Berne  to  pay  out  money  in  un- 
claimed bank  accounts,  many 
left  fay  Jew®  kffied  in  the  Holo- 
caust, to  Jewish  groups  and 
charities. 


Mi^VSlO 


Ian  Black  in  Jerusalem  ona  marriage  of  convenience  between  Israeli  and  Palestinian  secret  services 

Spooky  alliance  bears  fruit 


Earlier,  a 


their  release. 

The  head  cf  the  India's  Central  Bureau  .ta. 

gtarte-angh.  said  the  documents.  xnosGy  from  Geneva  banks. 


from  India's  £750 minion  artillery  deal  with  Sweden’s  Before 
aims  manufacturers [in  1986. 

India  has  beat  trying  to  discover  whether  its  politir-innc  MrOr 
tribes  In  connection  wife  the  arms  deal.  An  instigation  estab- 
lished that  Before  paid  millions  of  dollars  into  Swiss  bank  an 
opants.Bofbre  has  denied  the  payments  were  bribes  and  saidfoe 
money  was  settlement  costs  to  Hs  agents. --Reuter,  Benia. 


Sudan  rebels  claim  success 

THE  leader  of  the  Sudan  People's  liberation  Army  (SPLA),<fehn 
Garang,  said  yesterday  his  forces  hilled  300  government  troops  In 
a battle  on  Sunday  at  Abu  Shanena,  sooth  of  foe  key  eastern  town 
cfDamaon. 

He  said  the  battle  was  separate  from  a shmiHaneous  mnfWmta- 
tkai  at  al-Keiliflirther  south,  in  which  the  r^jds  say  they  kflled 
about  ISO  government  troops.  The  anny  in  Khartoum  has  denied 
there  was  a battle  at  al-Eefli  and  there  has  been  no  independent 
confirmation  of  either  clash. 

The  SELA,  a mainly  southern  group  which  has  fought  the  anny 
since  1983,  is  now  workingwlth  northern  opposition  to  Sudan's 
Islamic  government — Reuter,  Cairo. 


O ONE  knew  ex- 
actly when  Israel 
was  going  to  com- 
plete its  with- 
drawal from  the 
West  Bank- town  of  Hebron 
last  week.  Hot  when  a thick- 
set balding  Palestinian  called 
JIbrfI  Rajoub  arrived  at  the 
town's  military  headquarters 
early  on  Riday  morning,  it 
was  clear  that  the  moment 
was  near.  . . 

It  was  not  Ctikxnel  Bajoob's 
first  visit  to  the  British-built 
fort  He  had  often  been  de- 
tained there  for  tnt^rmgarinn 
I by  Israel's  Shin  Bet  security 
service  and  spent  17  years  in 
prison  tor  working  for  Yasser 
Arafat’s  Fatah  movement 

“I  was  tortured  and  beaten 
inhere,0 he  said  yesterday  as 
bestowed  reporters  the  zoom 
where  he  was  — 

and  which  may  now  he  busy 
under  new  management 

Col  Rajoub  is  head  of  the 
Palestinian  Preventive  Secu- 
rity Apparatus,  and  today  he 
works  with  Shin  Bet  to  make 
sure  their  common  enemies 


It’s  Gore 
for  2000 
as  Bill 


do  not  blow  the  fragile  peace 
process  sky  hteh. 

‘ In  one  of  the  few  success 
stories  of  the  Oslo  peace  ac- 
cords, these  two  secret  ser- 
vices routinely  earchmfg^  in- 
formation about  radical 
opposition  groups,  such  as 
TTamag  and  Talarnte  Jihad,  the 
Israelis  relying  on  the  Pales- 
tinians’ local  knowledge  (and 
methods  even  more  brutal 
than  their  own)  to  monitor 
-rood  hunt  down  underground 
rivals. 

Not  all  their  work  is  in  the 
shadows.  On  Friday,  Col  Ra- 
joub’s  men,  all  Fatah  veter- 
ans, framed  out  in  immaHf>rt 
Jeeps  from  their  Hebron 
office  — discreetly  located  in , 
the  centre  for  children's  art — 
pistols  and  handcuff's  at  the  I 
ready,  to  ensure  that  a dem- , 
anstrafion  against  the  city’s 
Jewish  settlers  did  not  get  out 

of  hand 

It  is  a delicate  subject  for 
both  aides  and  the  ’ veil  is 
lifted  only  rarely.  But  on  Jan- 
uary l,  whoa  a settler  fired 
randomly  at  Palestinians  in 


Hebron,  Col  Rajoub  and  Ami 
Ayalon,  the  Shin  Bet  chief 
appeared  together  in  public  to 
impose  a curfew  and  prevent 
disaster  for  the  town  — and 
the  peace  agreement 

This  was  the  tip  of  an  ice- 
berg of  co-operation  which 
has  locked  these  old  adversar- 
ies into  a relationship  of  un- 
precedented Intimacy. 

“Fatah  people  say  cynically 
that  this  might  be  the  only 
really  successful  part  of  the 
relationship  with  the  Israe- 
lis,” said  Ghassan  al-Khatib,  a 
Palestinian  analyst. 

"They  don’t  let  the  Shin  Bet 
into  their  interrogation 
roams  and  and  we  don’t  let 
them  into  ours,”  said  nn» 
wen-placed  Israeli  “They  ex- 
change Infoi  mutton  all  tiw 
time.  Neither  side  really 
trusts  the  other.  But  it  works 
very  wen.” 

Yet  there  Is  much  more  at 
stake  than  security.  Quiet  co- 
operation staves  off  demands 
from  Israel  for  the  right  to 
pursue  suspects  into  autono- 
mous Palestinian  areas,  and 


thus  avoids  the  Hwngpr  — go 
bloodily  illustrated  last 
September  — of  armed 
dashes. 

When  a Jewish  settler  and 
her  son  were  shot  dead  in  an 
ambush  near  Ramallah  last 
month,  the  two  services 
mounted  a Joint  operation  to 
track  down  the  killers  — 
members  of  the  radical  Popu- 
lar Front  for  the  Liberation  of 
Palestine — who  were  quickly 
caught  and  sentenced  to  25 
years. 

The  relationship  has  had  its 
ups  and  downs  «Hnrp  an  infor- 
mal understanding  was 
signed  between  Col  Rajoub, 
his  counterpart  in  Gaza,  Mu- 
hammad Dahlari,  and  Shin 
Bet  in  eady  1994. 

Col  Rajoub,  based.  In  Jeri- 
cho, quickly  “turned”  some  of 
the  th/tticanrig  of  Palestinian 
agents  who  had  been  working 
for  Shin  Bet,  some  for  years. 
And  Wammt  suicide  bombs  in 
Jerusalem  and  Tel  Aviv  sug- 
gested that  much  closer  co-or- 
dtnatlan  was  needed. 

Things  Improved  last 


spring  when  Mr  Ayalon,  a for- 
mer admiral,  took  over  Shin 
Bet  from  its  discredited  for- 
mer chief-*—  who  had  never 
even  bothered  to  meet  Cal  Ra- 
joub — as  the  service  was 
reeling  from  Bra.  bombings 
awi  the  assassination  of  the 
prime  minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
by  a rightwing  Israeli. 

At  same  time.  Mr  Ara- 
fat realised  he1  had  to  do  more 
to  curb  HamM.  ft  only  to  try 
to  prevent  a Likud  Party  elec- 
tion victory,  mut  ordered  his  j 
men  to  tighten  up  liaison  with 
Shin  Bet. 

Countries  which  support 
the  Oslo  accords  understand 
how  vital  it  is  to  maintain  the 
Palestinian  commitment  to 
fighting  terrorism  and  keep- 
ing & good  working  relation- 
ship with  thair  Israeli 
counterparts. 

CIA  training  teams  from 
the  United  States  are  operat- 
ing in  Gaza,  while  Canada  has 
supplied  communications  and 
surveillance  equipment  and 
computers  to  the  Palestinian 
agency. 


The  European  Union 
recently  sent  a mission  to  as- 
sess how  it  too  could  help. 

Yet  some  fear  tot*  clandes- 
tine marriage  of  convenience 
will  not  last.  "Rajoub  will 
continue  to  cooperate  as  long 
as  his  Interest  in  working 
with  Israel  is  stronger  than 
his  interest  in  working 
against  it,”  commented  the 
Yediot  Aharonot  newspaper. 
“Neither  side  has  any 
nhisions.” 

In  other  areas  it  is  already 
business  as  usual  in  the 
world’s  second  oldest  profes- 
sion, Amin  a 1 -Hindi,  head  of 

the  Gaza-based  Palestinian  in- 
telligence service  — parallel 
to  Israel's  Mossad  — com- 
plained publicly  last  week 
that  Shin  Bet  was  still  ac- 
tively recruiting  Palestinian 
agents. 

“Personally,  I would  be 
worried  if  we  weren’t,”  said  a 
former  Israeli  intelligence  of- 
ficer. “Anyway,  I’m  quite 
sure  the  Palestinians  are  still 
recruiting  and  running  spies 
and  agents  on  our  side.” 


gives 

Althe 
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In  Washington 


THE  clearest  sign  yet 
that  the  Clinton  era  is 
finite  came  when  Vlce- 
President  A1  Gore  was  in- 
troduced to  the  black-fled 
and  hall-gowned  celebrants 
at  the  New  England  Inaugu- 
ration ball  in  Washington 
as  “the  highest  ranking 
Vietnam  veteran”. 

“I  believe  he  will  he  in  the 
year  2000  the  first  Vietnam 
vet  to  be  elected  president,” 
explained  the  master  of  cer- 
emonies. Terry  O’Connell, 
who  lost  an  eye  and  a hand 
in  Vietnam,  and  cheered  Mr 
Gore  on  to  fixture  glory  by 
brandishing  Us  hook. 

A topic  considered  politi-’ 
cally  taboo  while  America's 
best-known  draft-avolder 
was  still  campaigning  for  re- 
election,  military  service  in 
Vietnam  is  suddenly  loom- 
ing as  a distinct  advantage 
for  Mr  Gore,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity for  same  discreet  mS- 
itary  reminiscing. 

** Almost  as  hot  in  here  as 
It  was  down  in  the  Mekong 
delta.”  Mr  Gore  grinned  at 
the  first  of  the  15  formal 
balls  he  attended  and 
danced  at  until  wen  past 
Sam  yesterday. 

“So  glad  to  be  able  to 
party  with  yon,”  be  said, 
then  launched  into  The 


Australian  bushfire  claims  life 

AT  LEAST  one  person  was  killed  and  hundreds  were  evacuated 


Sons  unleashed  a bushfire  that  destroyed  44  houses  in Victoria 
state,  Australia.  . __  . . 


oth«r  four  people  were  feareddead. —AP,  J«aour7ie. 


Cold  hits  poor  in  Bangladesh 


Star-struck  A1  Gore  reaches  for  the  skies  as  he  celebrates  with  his  wife  Tipper  at  the  Southern  States  inaugural  ball 


Tennessee  Waltz  with  ids 
wife,  a twist  with  Washing- 
ton’s notorious  Mayor 
Marion  Barry,  and  his  own 
patented  version  of  the  ma- 
carena  at  the  event  that 
was  BUI  Clinton’s  special 
gift  to  Mm,  the  first  joint 
Arkansas-New  Hampshire 
ball. 

New  Hampshire  will  hold  : 
the  first  presidential  pri- 
mary four  years  from  now, 
and  every  Democrat  worth 
knowing  came  down  for  the 
joint  event  with  the  presi- 
dent’s home  state.  And  they 
all  got  to  meet  A1  Gore,  and 
A1  Gore’s  fundraisers,  and 
A1  Gore’s  organising  staff. 


and  had  their  photos  taken 
with  Bill  and  Al,  in  an  eve- 
ning of  hard-eyed  recruit- 
ment wrapped  up  in  a 
special  Clintonian  goo  of 
sentiment  and  political 
favours. 

There  were  15  official 
and  eight  unofficial  hnllc 
bopping  into  the  early 
hours  of  yesterday  morning 
in  Washington’s  grand 
hotels  and  public  bufldiugs. 

But  the  two  that  mattered 
were  the  ones  aimed  at  Mr 
Gore  in  2000.  The  hottest 
ticket  and  the  plushest  lo- 
cation was  the  Union 
Station  ball  of  Gore’s  home 
state.  Tennessee. 


With  more  than  50,000 
people  in  formal  dress  and 
mostly  using  the  under- 
ground public  transit 
system  because  of  limo- 
gridlock  and  Clintonian 
police  escorts  on  the  streets 
above,  it  was  a deeply  dem- 
ocratic, even  populist 
night. 

Drunken  Arkansans  kept 
splitting  the  darkness  with 
their  eerie  pig-hunting  cry 
of  “Sooo-eeeee”,  while  the 
diplomats  and  political  vet- 
erans who  knew  about  the 
long  queues  at  the  cash 
bars  swigged  from  their  hip 
flasks  as  if  in  some  ProMbi- 
tion-era  speakeasy. . 


There  were  appalling 
scenes.  One  woman’s  leg 
was  broken  as  the  mink- 
clad  celebrants  charged  at 
the  frustrating  bottlenecks 
where  people  queued  for 
hours  to  pass  the  metal 
detectors. 

Outside  Union  Station, 
great  boos  rent  the  air  as 
police  and  fire  mantoatw 
held  back  hundreds  of 
ticket-holders  — including 
senior  White  House  staff 
and  Tipper  Gore’s  sister  — 
because  of  overcrowding. 

“That’s  a real  rowdy 
crowd  in  there,”  Mr  Gore 
told  Mr  Clinton  as  they 
passed  in  the  lobby. 


PHOTOGRAPH:  RlfTH  FREMSON 

It  took  more  than  an  hour 
to  retrieve  coats  at  the 
Arkansas-New  Hampshire 
baH,  but  at  least  the  guests 
could  stave  off  starvation 
with  a turkey  croissant 
for  $6  (£3.50). 

For  another  S65  yon 

could  buy  a commemora- 
tive porcelain  plate  to  eat  it 
off. 

• The  House  of  Represen- 
tatives yesterday  approved 
by  a wide  margin  the  mod- 
est punishment  of  a repri- 
mand and  9300,000  penalty 
for  their  Speaker,  Newt 
Gingrich,  as  recommended 
by  the  congressional  ethics 
committee. 


Libya  promises  to  help 
Zaire’s  new  offensive 


Angolans  strive  for  unity 


An  elderly  man  in  the  Bangladeshi  capital  ofDhaJSa 

shields  his  grandson  yesterday  ftmeu  the  bitter  cold  which 

has  killed  at  least  33  people  photographswiowrwww 


frumri  innnemt.  They  wise  charged  with  dupingthe  state  out  cf 
morethan  £7mJIUontoafi3lfll5arradcet  — Ratter.  ScovA 


OHe  is  now  in  his  Sellotape 
period.  When  he  did  Don 

Quixote  he  went  big  on 
wicker  to  show  the  old  boy 
was  a real  basket  case. 

Lvn  Gardner  on  PheBm  McDermott 
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Chrta—cOroa ilnWgag 

LIBYA  has  agreed  to  help 
Zaire  in  its  counter- 
offensive against  the 

Rwandan-backed  rebels  who 
have  seized  swaths  of  terri- 
tory In  foe  east  foe  official 

Radio  Zaire  said  yesterday  . 

The  promise  was  made  in 
wide-ranging  talks  between 
the  Libyan  foreign  minister, 
Orar  Mustafa  al-Montasser, 
who  arrived  in  Kinshasa  on 
Monday,  and  senior  Zairean 
offirfaifi,  it  said,  hut  gave  no 
details  of  what  form  the  help 
would  take. 

“Libya  is  against  foreign  in- 
terference In  Zaire’s  internal 
affairs  and  says  that  Zaire's 
territorial  Integrity  must  be 
restored,”  it  said,  adding  that 
Egypt,  which  also  has  a 
special  envoy  visiting  Kin- 
shasa, had  the  same  view. 

Despite  foe  claim  of  Libyan 
support,  there  Is  little  evi- 
dence that-  Zaire’s  battered 
and  Hi-disciplined  army  is 
any  more  able  to  carry  out  the 

rpunter-oflensive  ordered  Iff 

the  prime  minister, Kengo  wa 
Don  do,  than  It  waste  resist 
the  original  rebel  onslaught 
The  government  has  been 
threatening  a counter-offer.- 1 
slve  for  weeks.  It  is  expected 
to  from  Kisangani,  foe 
northern  city  under  threat  i 


from  the  rebels.  The  army 
claims  to  have  launched 
small  raids,  but  has  not 

claimed  any  success. 

Three  helicopter  gunships 
manned  by  white  men  have 
arrived  in  Kisangani.  Foreign 
mercenaries  are  reported  to 
be  gathering  in  the  city,  and 
the  Zairean  army  has  some 
new  equipment. 

General  Mahete  Lelko  Bo- 
kungo.  appointed  army  chief 

of  staff  last  month  with  Dra- 
conian powers,  is  in  Kisan- 
gani to  oversee  the  counter-, 
offensive.  The  regional 

governor.  Lombeya  Bosongo. 
told  Reuter  he  expected  it  to 
be  a swift  campaign. 

But  Ill-discipline,  which 
has  undermined  public  sup- 
port for  the  army,  remains  a 
Serious  pnnMgiw 

Special  military  tribunals 
have  begun  trying  offenders. 
Six  senior  officers  were  ex- 
pected to  go  on  trial  yesterday 
for  desertion,  rape,  looting 
and  selling  weapons. 

The  rebel  Alliance  of  Demo- 
cratic Forces  for  the  Libera- 
tion cf  Congo-Zaire  (ADFL) 
has  been  recruiting  heavily 
in  expectation  of  the  counter- 
offensive.  It  can  also  count  on 
foe  continued  support  of  the 
Rwandan  army  which,  in- 1 
varied  eastern  Zaire  in  Octo- 
ber to  rout  Hutu,  extremists 
and  send  home  hundreds  of 


thousands  at  refugees  camped 
on  its  borders. 

While  a well  organised 
counter-offensive  may  block 
fhrfoer  rebel  advances,  or 
push  them  back,  it  will  be  an- 
other matter  for  government 
forces  to  retake  all  foe  lost 
territory. 

The  rebels  have  their  own 
problems.  Their  military  com- 
mander Andre  ltfeasg  Ngandu 
was  reported  killed  in  an  am- 
bush, probably  shot  Iff  Mai- 
Mai  fighters  who  joined  forces 
with  the  rebels  but  have  since 
turned  against  them. 

His  death  may  herald  a 
shift  in  military  strategy.  In 
recent  weeks  be  had  intro- 
duced a more  cautions  ap- 
proach, insisting  on  his  forces 
ccpsolidatiiig  their  control  of 
the  areas  they  have  occupied 
and  flushing  out  Hutu  militia 
forces  hiding  in  forests. 

The  alliance  leader,  Lau- 
rent Kahila,  favoured  con-  j 
tinning  to  press  the  offensive  I 
I toward  Kisangani. 

Reuter  adds  in  Kinshasa r 
Almost  22,000  Burundian 
refugees  have  fled  fighting  in 
the  south-west  of  Burundi  to 
Tanzania  so  for  this  month, 
and  foe  pace  is  increasing, 
foe  United  Nations  refugee 
agency  UNHCR  said  yester- 
day. In  the  last  two  months  of 
1996,  134.000  Burundians  ar- 
rived in  Tanzania. 


Ruaridh  Nicoll  in 

Luanda  reports  on 
the  last  hurdles  in 
the  peace  process 


r™RANT!C  negotiations 
1“  are  under  way  in  Luanda 
fl!  as  United  Nations  offi- 
cials try  to  make  sure  that 
Angola’s  government  of 
national  unity  and  reconcilia- 
tion is  formed  on  Saturday. 

Thabo  Mbehd,  South  Afri- 
ca’s deputy  president,  has  ar- 
rived In  the  Angolan  capital 
in  an  attempt  to  soothe  a gov- 
ernment ftirious  at  what  it  be- 
lieves is  South  African  inter- 
ference In  the  peace  talks. 

Initially  it  looked  unlikely 
that  the  new  government 
would  be  formed  on  schedule. 
Jonas  Savtmbi,  foe  belliger- 


ent chief  of  Unite,  the  faction 
allied  to  South  Africa’s  apart- 
heid regime  during  the  cold 
war,  was  not  expected  to  turn 
up  because  his  role  in  foe  new 
government  was  unclear. 

But  some  observers  say 
that  the  MFLA  government 
may  give  in  to  Dr  Savtmbi’s 
demand  to  be  a principal  ad- 
viser to  the  Angolan  presi- 
dent and  have  executive  pow- 
ers in  the  new  government  | 

The  extent  of  those  powers 
is  still  under  negotiation,  but 1 
the  UN  secretary-general’s 
special  representative  in 
Angola,  Alioune  Blondin 
Beye,  was  optimistic. 

“Unita’s  president  is  going 
to  {day  an  executive  rede  in 
the  future  government  of  thte 
country.”  he  said.' 

Mr  Beye’s  schedule  on  Mon- 
day revealed  the  intensive  dip- 
lomatic activity:  he  met  Mr 
Mbeki,  attended  the  joint  com- 


mission when  negotiations 
were  under  way,  and  called 
together  the  foreign  ambassa- 
dors of  UN  Security  Council 
countries.  The  council  was  to 
meet  yesterday  or  today  to 
add  its  pressure  on  Unita. 

A difficulty  is  Unita’s  deter- 
mination to  keep  its  control  of 
parts  of  Angola’s  rich  dia- 
mond areas,  which  helped  fi- 
nance its  guerrilla  war. 

Another  problem  is  the 
remnants  of  Unita’s  dis- 
banded army.  Rumours  sug- 
gest that  soldiers  in  several 
areas  have  turned  bandits. 

“The  government  has  said 
it  will  crack  down  on  the  ban- 
dits, which  Is  not  a helpful 
sign,”  said  a senior  diplomat 

But  those  involved  in  foe 
peace  process  say  there  is  little 
reason  for  Dr  Savimbi  not  to 
came  out  cf  his  central  high- 
lands base.  “It  all  depends  an 
his  ego  now,”  said  an  observer. 


Balloonist  appears  to  villagers  as  Hindu  monkey  god 

JAGGANATH  Yadav  was  |- electricity  or  telephones,  J miles  south-east  of  New 

enttine  Ions  Brass  to  tfin  hftiWmio*  Tim.  naihi  incnnffhav>Ti»». 


cutting  long  grass  to 
thatch  the  roof  of  his  wind 
house  when  he  saw  what  he 
thought  was  a floating 
temple  piloted  by  a hnnmw 
incarnation  of  Hanuman, 
the  Hindu  flying  monkey 
god,  writes  Dilip  Ganguly 
tnNunkhar. 

In  this  remote  corner  of 
India,  where  there  is  no 


-electricity  or  telephones, 
the  balloonist  Steve  Ros- 
settis arrival  on  Monday 
was  completely  unexpected. 

“I  looked  at  this  thing  and 
the  first  tMwg  that  m»wp  to 
my  mind  was  that  it  was  a 
temple  coming  to  earth  from 
heaven.  But  in  the  begin- 1 
Bing  I was  very  afraid,”  said 
Mr  Yadav.  one  of  the  first  in  I 
Nunkhar,  a village  370 


miles  south-east  of  New 
Delhi,  to  spot  the  balloon. 

As  the  news  spread,  hun- 
dreds of  villagers  assem- 
bled at  the  landing  site. 

Another  villager,  Charnr- 
anan  Yadava,  said:  “After 
we  were  sure  that  he  was  a 
human  being  like  us,  we 
tried  to  help,  hut  English 
language  was  a Mg  prob- 
lem.”—AP. 
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Blair  does  the  business 

No  more  class  struggle;  we’re  all  partners  now 


LABOUR'S  bid  to  be  the  party  of  busi- 
ness gained  fresh  credibility  yesterday 
when  the  IPPR  think-tank  published  an 
agenda  for  Britain  — including  opting 
in  to  the  Social  Chapter  and  a minimum 
wage  — that  was  endorsed  by  some  of 
the  country’s  leading  businessmen. 
When  Tony  Blair  pledged  to  the  confer- 
ence that  he  was  building  a genuine 
new  partnership  with  business  it  was 
no  idle  claim.  If  he  wins  the  election  he 
will  head  the  first  Labour  government 
since  the  second  world  war  with  no 
plans  to  extend  public  ownership  and 
which  intends  to  work  as  much  as 
possible  with  the  grain  of  the  markets. 
It  is  part  of  a social  transformation  of 
Britain  in  which  the  CBI  and  the  TUC 
have  already  been  cosying  up  to  each 
other  as  both  sides  of  industry  realise 
that  globalisation  makes  it  more 
counter-productive  than  ever  to  be 
fighting  each  other  instead  of  the  com- 
petition abroad.  Even  small  businesses 
have  given  a guarded  endorsement 
Mr  Blair's  acceptance  of  broad 
swathes  of  the  Thatcherite  agenda  in- 
cluding her  labour  reforms  and  privati- 
sation is  breathtaking  in  its  political 
boldness.  It’s  all  being  done  in  the 
interests  of  continuity  and  of  turning 
Labour  into  a party  more  like  tbe 
Democrats  in  America  representing 
both  sides  of  industry  as  well  as  a broad 
coalition  of  political  interests.  The  next 
Labour  government  will  be  incremental 
rather  than  revolutionary  in  its  indus- 
trial policy.  Nearly  all  of  its  reforms 
will  be  aimed  at  remedying  weaknesses 
in  the  supply  side  of  the  economy  that 
prevent  markets  from  working  prop- 
erly like  education,  training,  research, 
competition  policy  and  the  long-term 
unemployed.  Most  of  these  plans  could 
have  come  from  either  the  CBI  or  for 
that  matter  the  TUC,  such  is  the  trans- 
formation that  has  taken  place.  Al- 
though some  of  Labour’s  proposals 
would  be  completely  out  of  place  in  a 


Tory  manifesto  (like  the  minimum 
wage,  the  right  to  union  recognition, 
and  the  £5  billion  tax  on  utilities)  the 
impact  of  the  package  certainly  won't 
raise  industrialists’  blood  pressure  in 
the  way  that  past  interventionist  poli- 
cies did.  Labour  even  seems  to  be 
having  second  thoughts  about  the  most 
radical  part  of  its  competition  policy  — 
the  proposal  to  require  mergers  to  be 
demonstrably  in  the  public  interest  be- 
fore being  approved.  Mr  Blair  yester- 
day announced  that  he  was  asking  a 
panel  of  three  wise  men  to  look  into  this 
and  other  issues.  Everything  is  con- 
verging towards  the  centre. 

Whether  Labour  can  successfully 
govern  in  the  interests  of  bosses  and 
workers  remains  to  be  seen.  The  ab- 
sence of  the  class  war  and  the  contested 
interventionism  that  soured  previous 
periods  of  Labour  government  will  un- 
doubtedly help  to  create  a background 
of  stability  — but  stability  Itself  won’t 
be  enough.  The  past  four  years  of 
steady  economic  growth  have  been 
among  the  most  stable  for  decades,  yet 
manufacturers  reduced  their  capital  in- 
vestment by  16  per  cent  last  year. 
Labour’s  success  will  depend  primarily 
on  its  macroeconomic  policy  and  in 
particular  on  its  ability  to  manage  the 
exchange  rate  in  a way  that  avoids  the 
excessive  economic  downswings  of  the 
Conservative  years  which  have  made  It 
so  difficult  for  industry  to  plan  confi- 
dently for  years  ahead.  But  despite  all 
the  problems  of  the  economy  — includ- 
ing the  soaring  pound  (what’s  Labour’s 
view  on  that?)  and  a recovery  driven 
too  much  by  consumption — there  is  no 
doubt  that  if  Mr  Blair  wins  the  election 
he  will  inherit  the  most  healthy  econo- 
my any  Labour  government  has  ever 
had.  This  time  it  won’t  be  possible  to 
blame  the  previous  administration  for 
any  subsequent  failures  because  no  one 
has  left  an  unexploded  time-bomb. 
Labour's  mistakes  will  be  its  own. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


A judge  and  nothing  but  a judge 

Now  is  the  time  for  all  three  parties  to  unite  on  bugging 


CONSERVATIVE  and  Labour  leaders 
were  in  talks  yesterday  after  the  Gov- 
ernment's defeat  in  the  Lords  on  the 
Police  Bill.  Michael  Howard  was  in  a 
less  gracious  mood  than  Jack  Straw.  An 
embittered  home  secretary  was  still 
irritated  by  Labour’s  U-turn  on  the 
Bill:  “None  of  this  would  have  hap- 
pened if  the  Labour  Party  hadn’t  shown 
that  under  the  first  puff  of  pressure 
they  will  turn  turtle”.  Jack  Straw  was 
more  conciliatory,  noting  the  Govern- 
ment had  already  “crossed  the  Rubi- 
con” with  its  readiness  to  allow  the  new 
Police  Commissioner,  set  up  by  the  Bill 
to  review  bugging  operations,  to  have 
the  power  in  some  cases  to  halt  an 
operation  if  it  was  deemed  improper. 
Mr  Straw’s  logic  is  impeccable.  If  the 
Conservatives  are  ready  to  allow  the 
Commissioner  to  stop  some  bugging 
operations,  why  can't  they  join  forces 
with  Labour  and  allow  the  Commis- 
sioner (and  a few  co-commissioners)  to 
authorise  all  operations?  But  even  if  the 
Tories  are  ready  to  make  that  conces- 
sion, It  would  not  be  enough.  Both 
major  parties  need  to  brace  themselves 
for  a further  and  more  important  Rubi- 
con: foil  judicial  authorisation  of  covert 
bugging  operations. 

The  Liberal  Democrat  peers  are  al- 
ready on  side.  From  the  beginning  they 
recognised  the  need  for  a constitutional 
safeguard  against  such  a dangerous 
exercise  as  intrusive  surveillance  of 
private  homes.  Mr  Howard  will  be  an  | 
extremely  foolish  politician  if  he  treats  | 
such  resistance  as  “a  mere  puff  of 


When  BT  pulls  out  the  digits 

Drowning  by  numbers  with  business  having  to  foot  the  bill 


IT'S  DEAD  EASY.  PhONEday  nearly  02 
years  ago  affected  021  million  residen- 
tial and  06  million  business  lines.  The 
change  was  based  on  a very  simple 
principle:  Add  ONE  as  in  PhONE.  So 
071  became  0171. 081  became  0181  and  so 
ONE  (sorry,  on).  That’s  except  for  five 
cities  including  Bristol  which,  with 
perfect  clarity,  exchanged  0272  for 
01179.  Don  Cruikshank,  director  of  Oftel 
(or  Olftel),  did  murmur  that  a new 
range  of  codes  created  by  this  change  — 
the  sequence  starting  02,  03,  04...  — 
might  come  into  use.  But  they  would  be 
reserved  for  new  types  of  numbers  such 
as  those  allocated  to  new  phone  compa- 
nies. Phew! 

Mr  Cruikshank  is  now  delivering  a 
very  different  message.  The  change  to 
01,  he  explains,  was  necessary  to  free  up 
02  — not  for  special  use  with  new 
services  — but  for  London,  Northern 
Ireland,  Portsmouth  and  South  sea  and 
Cardiff.  For  this  huge  swathe  of  eight 


Taxing  questions  for  Mr  Brown  SS* 


wind”.  It  was,  after  all,  supported  by  28 
Tory  peers  and  10  serving  or  retired  law 
lords  including  the  Lord  Chief  Justice. 
Several  crossbeach  and  Conservative 
peers  signalled  their  preference  for  the 
judicial  authorisation  proposed  by  the 
Liberal  Democrats  rather  than 
Labour’s  fudged  compromise  of  allow- 
ing the  Commissioner  to  both  authorise 
and  review  bugging  operations.  Mr 
Straw  would  be  equally  foolish  to 
ignore  the  support  which  the  Liberal 
Democrat  amendment  attracted  from 
Labour  ranks.  In  spite  of  Labour’s 
leader  in  the  Lords  appealing  to  his 
backbenchers  to  oppose  the  Liberal 
Democrat  amendment,  44  Labour  peers 
voted  for  the  amendment  including 
Lords  Callaghan,  Healey,  and  Merlyn- 
Rees.  Their  message  was  clear: 
Labour’s  amendment  is  inadequate. 

Last  week  Jack  Straw  needed  to  find 
some  way  of  saving  face:  hence  his 
fodge.  It  would  be  convenient  for  the 
two  major  parties  if  they  could  now 
stitch  up  a compromise  based  on 
Labour's  amendment,  not  least  because 
it  falls  far  short  of  the  judicial  authori- 
sation process  demanded  by  the  Liberal 
Democrats.  But  both  major  parties  need 
to  be  more  robust  in  defending  freedom. 
It  was  a Tory  peer.  Lord  Alexander, 
who  noted  that  once  the  Bill  is  law  “no 
one,  but  no  one,  in  this  land  will  be  able 
to  be  certain  that  their  home  will  not  be 
bugged.”  Full  and  undiluted  judicial 
authorisation  is  the  only  way  of  provid- 
ing the  vigilant  protection  that  such  an 
erosion  of  liberty  requires. 


IT  WAS  regrettable  that 
Gordon  Brown  foiled  to 
win  his  battle  to  raise  the 
top  rate  of  income  tax  for  sur- 
tax payers  (Brown  buries  the 
tax  and  spend  image,  January 
21).  The  top  10  per  cent  of  in- 
come earners  have  benefited 
mainly  from  the  Tory  tax  cuts 
and  enjoyed  a real  increase  of 
over  60  per  cent  in  their  take- 
home  pay  since  1979.  lfce  bot- 
tom 10  per  cent  have  seen  a 
real  reduction  in  their  stan- 
dard of  living  and,  with 
means-tested  benefits,  they 
suffer  a higher  marginal  rate 
of  tax  than  the  rich. 

However,  the  real  omission 
from  Gordon  Brown's  speech 
was  what  is  to  happen  to  cor- 
porate taxes.  Corporate  tax- 
ation in  the  UK  is  among  the 
lowest  in  the  world  at  a time 
when  corporate  profits  are  at 
their  highest.  While  I wel- 
come the  windfall  tax  on  util- 
ities ami  acknowledge  how 
much  this  would  raise,  a sim- 
ilar rise  in  UK  corporate-tax 
levies  to  European  averages 
would  yield  much  more.  Per- 
haps there’s  a case  for  Euro- 
pean harmonisation? 

This  may,  of  course,  seem  a 
little  radical  for  New  Labour. 
However,  in  my  discussion 
with  party  members  and 
Labour  voters  it  seems  to  me 
there  is  an  increasing  danger 
that  traditional  Labour  voters 
may  conclude  that  imitation 
of  Tory  tax  policies,  Tory  pub- 
lic spending  and  Tory  wage 
policies  is  not  foe  most  com- 
pelling reason  to  go  out  and 


The  sums  of 
knowledge 

I REGRET  the  narrow- 
minded. patronising  and 
confused  approach  to  educ- 
ational values  which  Linda 
Grant  displays  (This  numbers 
game  doesn't  add  up,  January 
20).  A worthwhile  education 
does  not  consist  merely  of 
what  is  regarded  today  as 
being  “relevant”,  but  offers 
glimpses  into  new  intellectual 
worlds  for  young  people  at  an 
age  at  which  their  imagin- 
ation and  enthusiasm  are  eas- 
ily stimulated. 

Algebra  is  the  worldwide 
language  of  science  and  tech- 
nology. and  its  basics  are 
capable  of  being  understood 
by  children  as  young  as  six. 
To  deny  to  16-year-olds  the 
chance  to  experience  and  be 
excited  by  such  a powerful 
and  precise  means  of  expres- 
sion would  be  a betrayal  of 
that  imagination  and 

OTthiwiasw. 

Over  30  per  cent  of  school- 
leavers  now  proceed  to  higher 


vote.  In  our  pursuit  of  foe 
mlddtoclass  swing  voters,  we 
may  lose  the  working  class. 
Hugh  Kerr  MEP. 

European  Parliament, 
Bernard  4.139, 

97-113  Rue  Belliartl, 

1047  Brussels.  Belgium. 

GORDON  Brown’s  commit- 
ment not  to  raise  income- 
tax  rates  over  foe  term  of  the 
coming  Parliament  is  a 
shrewd  move  but  also  a calcu- 
lated gamble.  It  is  shrewd  in 
the  sense  that  individuals 
want  certainty,  and  to  know 
foot  you  will  not  be  paying 
more  for  government  directly 
ont  of  earned  income  over  foe 
next  five  years  may  be  com- 
forting to  some. 

Tbe  commitment  seems  to 
imply  that  Gordon  Brown  and 
his  advisers  have  swallowed 
the  Treasury  analysis  that 
there  is  no  structural  deficit, 
and  that  two  years  of  above- 
trend  growth  will  bring  the 
public-sector  deficit  to  bal- 
ance. There  is,  of  course,  a dis- 
senting view  that,  after  five 
years  erf  reasonable  economic 
growth,  what  deficit  remains 
is  just  as  likely  to  be,  if  not  all 
then  at  least  partly,  structural. 

If  one  believes  that  there  is 
a structural  deficit,  it  follows 
that  the  current  breadth  and 
the  quality  of  Misting  public 
services  cannot  be  paid  for  at 
current  tax  rates  or  with  the 
current  balance  of  taxes  (ie 
favouring  increasing  direct 
over  indirect  taxes). 

The  other  side  to  the  gamble 


involves  assuming  that  there 
are  no  nasty  shocks  to  come. 
What  would  be  the  Impact  an 
the  united  Kingdom  economy 
If  foe  EMU  project  .imploded? 
Or  if  foe  US  were  to  . go  into 
recession?  Discretionary  tax 
changes  may  be  necessary  to 
rein  back  a soaring  PSBR,  so 
why  rule  out  foe  possibility  of 

Vncrpqcing  a tare  that  la  pagy  tn 

collect,  whose  yield  Is  rela- 
tively accurate  to  forecast, 
and  which  is  progressive? 
Richard  Vizard. 

18  Edenhurst  Avenue, 

London.  SW63PB. 

SURELY  it  would  not  be 
difficult  for  politicians  if 
they  wanted  to  convince 
people  that  the  fairest  tax 
rises  would  be  In  income  tax, 
on  the  basis  that  those  who 
can  afford  most  pay  most? 
After  alt  such  arguments  wan 
majority  support  when  the 
poll  tax  was  Introduced.  It 
seems  unbelievable  that  lop- 
ping an  extra  tew  per  cent  of 
the  £2S.000-plos  salaries  of  foe 
well-off  should  be  viewed  as 
more  politically  difficult 
putting  Vat  on  pensioners' 
teel  bills. 

Raising  income  tax  could 
easily  be  portrayed  as  a posi- 
tive thing  — “we  are  going  to 
raise  tax  to  give  x billion 
pounds  to  tbe  health  service”, 
rather  than  “foe  other  party 
will  cost  you  x pounds  a 
week". 

(Dr)  H W Lean. 

5 Wychwood  Close, 

Reading  RG65RB. 


education  and  from  there  to 
responsible  professional 
careers.  An  educational  sys- 
tem which  did  not  give  to  our 
future  scientists  and  tech- 
nologists the  tools  which  they 
need,  and  when  they  need 
themt  would  be  damaging  to 
our  economy,  as  wen  as  to  foe 
development  of  the  PCs  and 
light  switches  which  Ms 
Grant  relies  upon. 

(Dr)  Stephen  Ryrie. 

Head  of  Mathematics, 
Frenchay  Campus. 

University  of  the 
West  erf  England. 

Coldharbour  Lane, 

Bristol  BS161QY. 


LINDA  Grant  is  a shrewd 
observer  in  noting  that 
mathematics  In  school  is 
mostly  junk  knowledge. 

The  "squirrels  ami  nuts" 
theory  that  underpins  the 
National  Curriculum, 
whereby  young  people  bury 
endless  chunks  of  inform- 
ation to  their  memories  in 
case  it  might  just  come  in  use- 
ful one  day,  is  obsolete.  What 
we  need  is  a learning  system 
based  on  personalised  learn- 
ing plans  and  a catalogue  cur- 
riculum approach. 

(Prof)  Roland  Mieighan. 

113  Arundel  Drive, 
Nottingham  NG9  3FQ, 


Ecstatic  future  I Muddy  water  I Carey  says  ‘No’ 


million  subscribers,  the  next  PhONE- 
day will  be  presumably  have  to  be  Ph- 
lday  (that  is,  take  away  the  01).  Asked 
why  this  new  change  was  not  made  at 
the  time  of  the  original  one  in  1995,  he 
explained  with  huge  contempt  that 
“people  don’t  work  that  way." 

It  would  be  nice  to  wait  for  a number- 
less future  when  the  underlying  intelli- 
gence of  computers  will  allow  us  to  ask, 
in  plain  language,  for  a subscriber  by 
name  and  not  number,  but  that  is  still  a 
long  way  off.  In  fact  the  new  scheme 
will  make  better  sense,  with  some  of  the 
unallocated  two  digit  prefixes  being 
assigned  to  other  functions  such,  as 
07  for  all  mobiles.  But  the  cost  to 
business  will  be  enormous,  and  the 
confusion  even  greater.  In  spite  of  Mr 
Cruikshank’s  new  confidence,  it  was 
not  thought  out  in  advance.  Number- 
ing, he  admits,  is  “a  lot  more  compli- 
cated than  I thought  it  was.”  01  (or  02) 
can  say  that  again. 


Ill /HO  has  the  moral  cour- 
V V age  to  use  the  East  17  af- 
fair (Letters,  January  20)  to 
move  the  drugs  debate  for- 
ward? Brian  Harvey's 
remarks  on  ecstasy,  ffl-ad- 

vised  perhaps,  nevertheless 
reflect  the  views  of  milliom  of 
people  who  have  tried  “E". 
like  It  and  have  suffered  (at 
least  to  their  knowledge) 
nothing  worse  than  a mild 
hangover.  Similarly,  tbe  case 
for  cannabis.  In  factories, 
shops  and  offices  up  and 
down  the  country  — and 
probably  on  the  Gfapbam  om- 
nibus — are  people  who  enjoy 
the  odd  smoke  whilst  remain- 
ing stable  members  of  society. 
They  recognise  foe  dangers  of 
drug  abuse  in  foe  mma  way 
as  we  differentiate  between  a 
relaxing  few  pints  and  violent 
drunkenness.  They  do  not 
regard  their  own  mild  indul- 
gence as  abuse.  We  demand 
laws  that  reflect  common 
sense  and  foe  common  good. 
How  long  then  must  we  wait 
for  a legal  alternative  to  pro- 
hibition of  what  are  widely 
socially  accepted  drags? 
Daniel  Appleton. 
Nyelandsuej  10, 

2000  KBH,  Denmark. 


YOU  are  right  to  draw  at- 
tention to  the  serious  gov- 
ernment underfunding  of 
British  Waterways  and  foe 
dangers  of  bank  collapse  and 
flooding  which  could  result 
from  lack  of  proper  mainte- 
nance (Government  cuts 
leave  canals  on  point  of  col- 
lapse. January  17). 

Siltation  and  inadequate 
dredging  of  the  River  Severn 
above  Gloucester  have 
reduced  water  depths  and 
restricted  navigation.  This 
means  that  grain  barges  mak- 
ing for  mills  at  Tewkesbury 
are  at  risk  of  grounding  and 
have  not  been  able  to  load  to 
their  full  capacity.  This 
reduces  their  operational  flex- 
ibility. increases  foe  risk  and 
puts  in  doubt  foe  economics 
of  foe  operation  — and  fhis 
after  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Environmental  Pollution 
has  argued  for  an  Increase  in 
the  waterborne  share  erf  our 
national  freight  Would  that 
government  action  matched 
rhetoric  on  matters  of  con- 
cern for  the  environment 
(Dr)  David  Hilling. 

Inland  Shipping  Group, 

4 Torrington  Road. 
Berkhamsted,  Herts  HP4  3DD. 


“THE  “disgusted"  Rev  Paul 
I Williamson  (Letters,  Jan- 
uary 21)  writes  that  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  “has 
failed  to  condemn  adultery". 
This  is  untrue.  To  cite  one  of 
many  examples,  arch- 
bishop told  Radio  4 that 
"adultery  and  the  breakdown 

of  faithfulness  grtri  trust tyigt 

ft  represents  is  more  than  an 
indiscretion.  It  is  a sin,  a 
failure-" 

What  Dr  Carey  will  not  do. 
is  use  his  position  as  arch- 
bishop to  launch  public 
attacks-  on  any  individual - 
with  whom  he  has  a pastoral 
relationship.  Ifi  for  example, 
he  has  any  advice  for  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  be  would 
give  It  privately.  Surely  most 
priests,  of  all  people,  could 
understand  that? 

Lesley  Perry. 

Press  Secretary  to  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
Lambeth  PUIace, 

London  SEl  7JU. 

We  do  nrt  publish  letters  where  . 
only  an  e-mail  address  Is 
supplied;  please  Include  a full 
postal  address.  Wo  may  edit 
letters;  shorter  ones  are  more 
likely  to  appear ' 


THE  reel  blow  to  “Labour 
loyalists"  and  to  Hugo 
Young’s  argument  (Commen- 
tary, January  21)  «yne  not  in 
Gordon  Brown's  speech,  but 
in  the  interview  be  later  gave 
on  Newsnlght  The  most  spe- 
cific of  “Labour’s  five  early 
pledges",  and  the  “puny”  mor- 
sel of  hope  that  Hugo  Young 
attempts  to  scrape  from  the 
bottom  of  the  empty  barrel  at 
' Labour  commitments.  is  foe 
promise  to  use  the  proceeds  of 
the  windfall' tax  on  nHiTtiws  to 
| get  250,000  young  people  off 
benefit  and  into  work. 

Yet  this  plan  unravelled  be- 
fore our  eyes  as  Mr  Brown 
first  admitted  that  he  had  no 
idea  how  much  money  the 
windfall  tax  would  raise;  and 
then  tried  to  tell  us  that  he 
knew,  nevertheless,  that  be 
could  keep  the  spending 
■promise.  Party  members  like 
myself;  who  have  trailed  the 
“five  early  pledges'’ ' around 
our  constituencies  for  the  past 
six  months,  have  done  so  on 
tiw  naive  understanding  flat 
! this'  simple,  equation,  at  least, 
bafariced;0  “Evidently  it  does 
not 

In  1987'  and  1992,  Labour 
Shadow  Chancellors  watted 
until  foe  second  or  third  week 
of  the  election  campaign  be- 
fore exposing  the  confusion  of 
their  tax  policies.  By  acting 
prematurely.  Brown  has  at 
least  won  himself  a few  weeks 
to  get  this  simple  sum  right 
Paul  BrickelL 
35  Godwin  Road. 

London  E7  GLF. 


I'M  afraid  it’s  another  case  of 
C P Snow’s  “two  cultures". 
Linda  Grant's  attitude  to 
mathematics  seems  to  be, 
“It's  ok  for  the  nerds,  but  it's 
all  a bit  useless,  even  elitist". 

I could  make  a similar  state- 
ment about  the  writings  of 
James  Joyce,  bat  2 don’t 
Such  an  attitude  reduces 
these  high  points  of  Western 
culture  to  an  obscure  tool  on 
one  side  and  mere  artifice  on 
the  other.  Maths  and  science 
are  at  the  cultural  and  Intel- 
lectual core  of  our  society-  To 
consider  one  an  elite  tool  and 
to  ignore  the  other  Is  an  act  of 
philistinism 

Bruno  JBcolettL 
3 Dartmouth  Park  Road, 
London  NW5 1SU. 

T HE  philosophy  behind  i 
| Ltoda  Grant’s  article  is 
that  all  we  need  te  a basic  ed- 1 
ucatiaa  This  Js  the  Victorian 
attitude  which  meant  that  my 
grandfather  left  school,  aged 
12,  as  soon  as  he  had  passed 
Standard  5. 

Peter  Reynolds. 

6 Rosebery  Road. 

Felixstowe  IPll  7 JR. 


A Country  Diary 


IT  will  not  be  the  issues  over 
clandestine  police  hugging 
that  will  fill  MPs*  postbags 
after  the  Police  Bill  becomes 
law  (Bugging  hill  savaged  by 
Lords,  January  21).  but  the 
foot  mat — under  Part  5 of  the 
Bill— we  may  an  be  asked  by 
a potential  employer  to  pro- 
duce certificates  showing 
whether  we  have  any  crim- 
inal convictions. 

At  foe  moment,  it  appears 
that  only  a weak,  voluntary 
code  of  practice  will  guide 
employers  over  how  they 
might  use  the  information 
carried  by  the  certificates.  In- 
evitably, an  initial  filtering  of 
applicants  wifo-convictions, 
or  those  who  do  not  present  a 
certificate,  is  bound  to  take 
place.  Young  people  in  their 
early  20s  axe  especially  likely 
to  have  their  job  prospects 
blighted  by  convictions 
received  as  teenagers. 

Yet  aU  the  evidence  shows 
that  employment  is  the  stron- 
gest force  in  reducing 
offending 
Maiy  Honey balL 

Genefal  Secretary,-  •’ 
Association  of  Chief 
Officers  of  Probation. 

212  Whitechapel  Road, 

London  El  1BJ. 

CIVIL  libertarians  should 
take  real  pleasure  in  the 
double  whammy  delivered  to 
Michael  Howard  by  the  House 
of  Lords.  The  Labour  Party 
has  far  less  reason  to  crow. 

Bill  Rodgers  ploughed  a 
lonely  furrow  before  shaming 
the  Labour  frontbench  into 
putting  down  its  own  amend- 
ment We  then  had  a piece  of 
party  gamesmanship  whereby 
the  Labour  frontbench  with- 
held support  from  the  Liberal 
Democrat  amftnrfment  in  the 
hopes  that  only  the  Labour 
amendment  would  carry. 

The  manoeuvre  failed  be- 
cause there  were  too  marry 
wise  old  heads  on  the  Labour 
benches  to  allow  such  non- 
sense to  prevail.  But  foe  exer- 
cise leaves  a nasty  taste  in  foe 
mouth  and  there  can  be  few 
labour  abstainers  who  will 
not  fed  aaham^d  of  themselves 
and  their  party  managers 


Lord  McNally. 

House  of  Lords, 

London  SW1A  OFW. 

OTHER  measures,  espe- 
cially the  Prevention  of 
Terrorism  Act,  require 
annual  review  and  extension 
by  Parliament.  Whatever 
supervisory  arrangements 
are  arrived  at,  the  burglary/ 
bagging  powers  shnnM  be 
subject  to  this  process. 

Alan  Brooke-Smith. 
WoodZea,  Roc  Park.  Mow  Cop, 
Stoke-on-Trent  ST7  3PW. 


TAMAR  VALLEY:  After  al- 
most three. weeks  of  excep- 
tional cold,  when  ground  froze 
like  iron  and  sheets  erf  ice 
floated  downriver  on  high 
tide,  milder  weather  has  j 
returned.  In  hedgebanks,  he- i 
neath  blasted  brambles  and 
Shrivelled  ferns,  frost-wflted 
pennyworts  have  perked  up  in  I 
drizzly  mist,  as  have  flattened 
foxglove  and  campion  plants. 
Sparse  spirals  of  gnats  and 
filaments  of  gossamer  catch  i 
foe  afternoon  sunlight  and ! 
birds  have  returned  from  the 
lower,  sheltered  woods  around 
Cotehele.  Near  tire  river,  mar- , 
ket  gardens  have  thawed  out; ! 
leeks  are  again  for  sale  at 
roadside  stalls  ■ with  - a. . tew  I 
savoy  cabbages,  unspofled  by 
predatory  pigeons  . ana 
pheasants.  ■ - 

In  January, 1 James  cuts 
graftwood  fra:  working*  onto 
trees  in  his  and  Mazy's  hew 
cherry  orchard.  Twelve  to  . 15 
years  ago,  it  was  essential  tn 
climb  Into  foe  tops  of  de- 
fected trees,  searching  for, 
shoots  for  grafting  onto  new 
rootstock  before  foe ; Indige- 
nous trees  died  , out  Now  he 
cuts  healthy  one-year-old  ; 


shoots  from  his  mother-tree 
plantation,  containing  some  20 
varieties,  grafted  from  more 
than  120  old  cherry  trees  scat- 
toed  about  tbe  Tamar  Valley. 
Dormant  twigs,  with  tightly- 
sheatbed  brown  buds,  are  cut. 
trimmed,  bunched  and  la- 
belled, their  ends  placed  In 
buckets  of  rainwater  on  a cool 
shady  site.  Here,  their  growth 
Is  held  back  until  sap  rises  in 
foe  rootstocks,  sometime  from 
mid-February  to  April.  This 
year,  James  plans  to  graft  an- 
other 100  young  trees  and  if 
successful,  these  wm  link  di- 
rectly with  earlier  orchards, 
each  tree  with,  its  distinctive 
provenance. 

In  our  orchard,  planted  with 
some  of  James's  Drat  grafts,  he 
selects  shoots  from  three 
sturdy  Bunion  cherries,  origi- 
nating from  Murden,  Hunter’s 
Oak  and  Harrowbarrow. 
Lastly,  he  prunes  from  the 
Blizzard  Bur  combe,  named 
after  to  parent,  reputed  to 
have,  been  foe  only  tree  to 
survive  .foe  1891  blizzard  in 
Hays's  orchards  near  Boeth- 
eric.  That  tree  still  stands, 
masked  by  dense  toy. 

VIRGINIA  SPIERS 


x 


... 


>M  i-i.1 

Hi 


■'•■'i-..  \ 


v,:.  $ 


Th*  Guardian 


Wednesday  January  1997 


*\ 


Diary 


Matthew  Norman 


NEWS  that  BA  Chief 
Executive  Bob  Ayline 

is  an  adviser  to  Mr 
Tony  Blair  adds  a little  spice 
to  a story  to  Toby  Young's 
New  York  column  fa  the 

London  Evening  Standard. 
Toby  relates  how  an  ac- 
quaintance recently  flew 

business  class  with  BA  from 
Cape  Tovm  to  London,  and 
found  himseff  stuck  behind 
“an  extremely  rude,  badly 
behaved  gang  of  lads  whom 
he  took  to  be  lager  louts". 
Boisterously  dissatlslfed 
with  Business  Class,  they 
demanded  an  upgrade . . . 
and  to  the  astonishment  of 
other  travellers,  they  got  it, 
wandering  offto  First  Class 

singing  “Here  We  Go,  Here 

We  Go,  Here  We  Go”.  This,  a 
superviser  explained,  was 

because  they  were  in  the  en-  ■ 
tonragBOf — wait  for  it— Mr 
Tony  Blair!  He  was  already 
in  First  Class,  later  emerg- 
ing in  Ms  pyjamas  to  pacify 
one  particularly  livid  pas- 
senger, a Falkland's  vet- 
eran. “I’ve  only  been  here 
four  or  five  weeks,  and  I'm 
still-trying  to  find  my  seat,” 
jays  a BA  press  officer, 
wh»e  Mr  Blair’s  press  wm« 
Xbn  Alien  declines  two 


on 
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Mk  LSO  in  need  of  a crash 
MW  course  in  good  man- 
^^^ners  la  my  noble  and 
imperious  fidend  Andrew 
Lloyd-Webber  (and  we  plan 
to  give  him  one,  in  alliance 

with.  John  Morgan,  author 
afDebretfs  Guide  to  Eti- 
quette). Mean wfaBe,  it 
seems  that  Andrew^  leg- 
endary exnptyrog'of  the  Ly- 
ceum’s Gents  was  no  one- 
off.  OKI  magazine  reports 
that,  when  Geena  Davis 
went  to  the  bog  In  a Chicago 
restaurant  recently,  a 
minder  blocked  the  door, 
saying  “we  don’t  like  people 
crowding  or  bothering 
Geena".  A similar  incident 
is  reported  with  Nicole  Kid- 
man in  Manhattan. 

Whether  Andrew  origi- 
nated this  fad  or  merely  fbl- 
kywed  it  is  unclear;  but 

given  the  startling  original- 
ity of  his  work,  we  can 


■ OOKESG  delicate  at 
B Westminster  yesterday 
■■were  members  of  Gor- 
don Brown’s  team,  who  had 
a fine  dinner  on  Monday  to 
celebrate  the  news  of  the  in- 
come-tax freeze.  The  din- 
ner, with  lashings  of  cham- 
pagne (as  ever,  we  hope  it 
was  the  decent  stuff,  and  not 
New  Labour  Ordinaire)  was 
held  at  Christopher's  in  Co- 
vent  Garden — arguably  a 
surprising  choice.  “I  know 
ifsnottheGroucho.orLe  ■ 
Caprice,"  says  an  expert, 
"but  in  fhct  it  has  excellent 
New  Labour  credentials  — 
the  Owner’s  father.  Lord 
GHmoxtr,  was  once  a mem- 
ber of  a Thatcher  Cabinet. 


UBXJ  CITY  opportun- 
ism worthy  ofMUl- 
bank  strikes  the 


ton  dub.  "Yet  another 
so-called *teeenage  idol* 

makes  a fool  of  himself  and 
outrages  anyone  who  pos- 
sesses a grain  of  sanity  and 
common  sense,"  writes 
Jean  Tyson  of  Bristol,  of 
Bast  irs  Brian  Harvey. 
"What  a contrast,  then, 
with  our  number  one  tennis 
player.  Tim  Henman,”  con- 
tinaes  Miss  Tyson,  co- 
founder  ofTopspfcn,  his  offi- 
cal  fen  club,  "who  remains  a 
courteous,  level-beaded 
young  man . . . an  excellent 
ambassador  for  his 
sport ...  sort  of person  to 
emulate  . . ."Thank yon. 
Miss  Tyson,  but  any  more  of 
this  will  start  a wave  of  love 
for  Brian  Harvey  of  a feroc- 
ity beyond  even  the  power 

of  an  ecstasy  tablet 


m m WOODY  Allen  grows 
1IIV  ever  more  eccen- 
WW  trie,  according  to  an 
item  in  the  film  trade  maga- 
zine Screen  International. 
On  a recent  publicity  trip  to 
London,  it  reports.  Woody 
declined  to  be  interviewed 
tor  GQ  by  that  wondrous  ac- 
tress Jane  Horrocks  (she 
was  chosen  because  she  has 
appeared  in  the  films  of  . 
Mike  Leigh,  whom  Alton  ad- 
mires) on  the' grounds  that 
she  is  too  young.  Mias  Hor- 
rocks is  over  30,  while  the 
magazine  sngoHtsMr  Allen 
has  plenty  of  time  tor  Inters 
views  now  that  Soon-YYs  . 
school  term  has  begun.  . 


ja  NEW  series  about 

Mm  God’s  ownmuskeal to- 
r^stexanent  starts  soon 
on  Channel  4,  and  it  has  pos- 
sibly the  most  absurd  title 
in  TV  history- "Howard 
Goodall’s  Organ  Works"  be- 
gins on  February  2. 


Commentary  \ 


Catherine 

Bennett 


FOR  the  sensitive,  mis 
of  the  more  wounding 
Sights  of  recast  days 
has  been  the  spectacle 
of  the  Sewell  family  cfPncfcle- 
church,  which  proudly  assem- 
bled itself  far.  inspection  on 
toe  arrival  of  Mrs  Sewell’s 
18th  child,  Rachel.  **i  always 
said  Td  have  six.  children,” 
said  Mrs  Sewell,  aged  45,  "but 
once  we  married  they  kept 
coming  at  a rate  of  about  (me  l 
every  18  months.”  Of  course,  i 
there  are  ways  in  which  this 
localised  population 
explosion  could  have  been  i 
avoided,  but  no  such  insinua- 1 
tion  was  allowed  to  spoil  the 
prospect  of  the  Sewells’  en- 
during and  untrammelled 
fecundity. 

On  this  happy  occasion 
even  the  normally  severe 
Dally  Mall  was  prepared  to 
gloss  over  the  couple’s  obvi- 
ous difficulties  in  supporting 
their  enormous  brood  on  an 
income  of  £220  a week  — 
“some  bills  have  to  take  prior- 
ity over  others”.  Indeed,  you 
could  only  conclude,  from  the 
celebratory  tone  of  this  good- 


news  story,  that  Britain' 
would  be  a better  if 
mare  people  had  16  children.  ] 
instead  of  toe  measly  one  or 
two  which  is  toe  most  toe  av- 
erage woman  is  now  able;  or 
wining  to  produce.  More  and 
mare  women  — with  a stub- 
bornness which  perplexes 

and  tefariatiw  many  wumwiwi. 

tatars  — refuse  to  produce 
any  children  whatsoever. 
These  blighted  refuseniks, 
thegp  Gallons  egg-trashers  are 
regularly  reminded  that  they 
will  live,  to  regret  their 

wiffidinwap 

. a similar,  pro-propagation- 
gpgmgrilam  Inform*  foe 
sant  fertility  stories  which 
noW  take  up  bo  much  space  in 
newspapers.  Some,  such  as 
the  tales  of  child-bearing 
grandmas  -and  runaway  sur- 
rogates. of.  multiple  births 
and  plummeting  sperm- 
counts,  are  really  fertility 
freakshows;  others  make 
their  point  by  illustrating, 
over  and  over,  toe  snffbrtog  cf 
couples  who  cannot  have  chil- 
dren. Sitting  in  vacant  nurs- 
eries, or  bleak  parks,  they  de- 
scribe their  repeated  attempts 
atlVF,  their  abandoned  hopes 
of  adoption,  their  regrets  that 
they  had  not  met  earlier,  or 
started  “faying”  sooner^  or 
moved  to  an  area  where  infer- 
tfllty  Is  treated  for  free  by  the 
NHS.  No  resolution  ever 
seems  to  be  achieved:  toe  mis- 
ery of  the  Childless  is  a story 
in  itself. 

Compare  this  with  the  joy- 
fid.  reporting  of  any  advance 


la  fertility  treatment,  how- 
ever expensive  or  remote,  im- 
probable  or  unconvincing. 
Last  weekend  the  headline 
"Men  with  no  sperm  count  to 
become,  fathers"  made 
frontpage  news,  despite  being 
based  opthe  cases  of  two  pro- 
spective fathers  at  one  private 
London  clinic.  “I  would  say  it 
could  help  tens  of  thousands 
of  people,"  said  a director  of 
this  estahlkhwiwrf  Xt  was 
added  that  the  procedure 

would  cost  'bio  more  than 
£600”.  This  is  excellent  news, 
but  it  seems  worth  remember- 
nag  that,  the  . sperms  thus 
retrieved  at  bargain  prices, 
would  then  he  used  in  TVF, 
which  has  a success  rate  of 
14-1  per  cent  per  cycle,  costs 
around  £2£00  and  subjects 
the  would-be  mother  to  pro- 
tracted drug  treatments  and 
Invasive  operations  which 

will,  to.  all  UkeHhood,  turn  out 1 

to  have  beat  ftitfle-  Any  cus- 
tomer who  gone  near  the 
glossy,  thriving  fertility  in- 
dustry will  he  aware  that  its 
profits,  in  contrast  to  those 
made  by  most  businesses,  are 
built  on  failure.  No  wonder 
private  clinics  are  so  keen  to 
thrill  ttw  public  with  toe  lat- 
est pioneering  treatments; 
these  boffineering  leaps  de- 
tract attention  from  the  arti- 
sanal approach  of  IVF  and  its 
cruel  failure-rate. 

It’s  true  that  these  stories 
are  news,  science  is  contin- 
ually opening  up  new  possi- 
bilities, therefore  moral 
riflewvmnn  that  had  not  been 


dreamed  of  in  our  parents’ 
day.  But  they  also  express  a 
conviction  that  the  more 
babies  the  better;  the  fewer, 
the  sadder.  Choosing  whether 
or  not.  to  have  children, . 
whether  to  bring  another 
being  to  this  great  stage  of 
fools,  is  an  ultimately  serious 
and  private  decision.  But  it  is 
now  not  left  to  be  that  The 
widespread  assumption  is 
that  parenthood  is  so  attrac- 
tive and  prestigious  that  any 
chance  of  child-bearing  must 
be  seised  by  everybody,  how- 
ever minuscule.  Possibly  be- 
cause sophisticated  Western 

women  now  spend  most  of 
their  reproductive  years  try- 
ing not  to  get  pregnant  they 
feel -virtuously  distinguished 
when  they  do.  Producing  a 
seems  to  he  all  that  mat- 
ters — no  matter  how  It  Is 
cared  for  or  brought  up  after- 
wards. The  weird  Nicola  Hor^ 
lick;  now  rarely  seen  without 
a recently  breast-fed  infant 
sprawled  about  her  person,  is 
considered  a “super-mum’ 


In  this  overcrowded 
country,  babies 
grow  up  to  take  up 
one  of  the  things  we 
can  least  . 
afford:  space 

queen  of  the  nraMpares,  fin- 
having  produced  the  five  little 
Horlicks,  confirming  that 
quantity  of  mothering  is  still 
considered  more  important  i 
than  quality. 

For  parents,  toe  obsessive 
attention  now  lavished  on 
reproductive  medicine  is 
guaranteed  to  make  them  feel ! 
they  have  joined  the  beatified 
and  can  lobk  down  with  satis- 
faction on  the  damned.  Per- 
haps it  is  something  sot  far 
off  schadenfreude  that  ex- 
plains th»»  proliferation  of 
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Rise  and  fall 
ofthe 
men  of  cod 


baby  stories,  just  as  it  sup- 
ports the  inexhaustible 
stream  of  true-life  medical 
dramas  on  television.  Only 
toe  healthy  can  relish  the 
spectacle  of  the  sick;  only  the 
childed,  the  offeprung,  can 
take  a complacent  pleasure  in 
stories  of  frustrated  child- 
bearing.  For  those  who  have 
come  to  define  themselves  as 
infertile,  these  reports  are, 
obviously,  agonising. 

Our  media  craze  for  prog- 
eny Is  ludicrously  conceited. 
Are  British  babies  so  much 
more  desirable  than  toe  for- 
eign variety?  In  our  vanity, 
we  lecture  third- world  women 
on  their  duty  to  contraceive, 
while  congratulating  our  very 
own  Sewells  and  Horlicks  for 
choosing  toe  opposite  course. 
But  prosperous  babies  do  just 
as  much  damage  to  toe  world 
about  them,  or  more.  As  Joy 
Williams  writes  in  her  essay 
The  Case  Against  Babies, 
published  in  the  latest 
Granta-  “The  US  population 
is  growing  faster  than  that  of 
18  other  industrialised 
nations  and,  in  terms  of  ener- 
gy consumption,  when  an 
American  couple  stops 
spawning  at  two  babies,  its 
the  same  as  an  average  Bast 
Indian  couple  stopping  at  66, 
or  an  Ethiopian  couple  draw- 
ing the  line  at  1,000.”  In  this 
overcrowded  country,  babies 
grow  op  to  take  up  one  of  the 
things  we  can  least  afford: 
space.  Even  if  the  population 
begins  to  level,  new  social  mo- 
res decree  that  its  members 
will  demand  more  individual 
room  than  ever  before,  or  so 
John  Gummer  believes  with 
his  ghastly  project  for  4.4  mil- 
lion new  homes. 

to  the  circumstances,  we 
ggATn,  with  toe  utmost  perver- 
sity, to  be  congratulating  the 
wrong  people.  If  nothing  can 
compensate  some  couples  for 
their  enforced  childlessness, 
it  would  surely  make  life  eas- 
ier if  people  without  children 
were  no  longer  pitied  so  os- 
tenatiou&ly,  hut  regarded  as 
models  of  civic  responsibility. 


David  McKie 


A 


COUPLE  of  weeks  ago, 
Grimsby  Town  FC 
/“The  Mariners"),  al- 


1955,  Grimsby  was  harbour- 
ing 279  vessels,  crewed  by 
3,371  registered  fisherman, 
putting  it  clearly  ahead  of  its 
Humberside  rival  Hull  (which 
retaliated  with  i*»i™  of  a 
greater  tonnage). 

What  finished  it  off  was  the 
cod  wars  with  Iceland.  These 
struggles  had  happened  be- 
fore — in  1833-99.  when  Den- 
mark claimed  a 13-mile  limit 
for  Iceland,  and  again  in  the 
1950s.  But  claims  for  a 50-mfle 
limit  in  1971,  advanced  to  200 
miles  three  years  later,  led  to 
a deal  in  1976  — reluctantly 


ready  plumbing  the  depths  of  concluded,  ironically,  by 
the  Nationwide  League  First  Grimsby’s  MP  Tony  Cros- 
Division,  were  beaten  7-1  in  land,  in  his  rale  of  foreign 
the  Cup  by  Sheffield  Wednes-  secretary  — which  persuaded 
Hair  Ac  «ha  ♦train  fan  deed  off  same  of  Grimsby’s  big  players 

that  the  game  was  up.  Very 
soon  they  were  selling  trawl- 
ers or  redeploying  them.  The 


the  Cup  by  Sheffield  Wednes- 
day. As  the  team  trudged  off, 
the  Sunday  Times  reported, 
“4,800  Grimsby  supporters, 
most  waving  Inflatable  had- 


docks. chanted:  ‘Sack  toe  constraints  of  EC  member- 


The  General  Household  Survey,  for  many  years  an  objective  source  for  social  policy, 
has  been  ‘suspended’  by  the  Government.  Paul  Barker  insists  on  its  return 

Cold  facts  of  warm  beer 

JOHN  MAJOR  once  | ^ l if  you  blur,  or  suppress,  toe 

evoked  his  ideal  vi-  evidence? 

sion.  of  Britain  as  Next  week,  paradoxically, 

the  land  of  warm  the  statistics  office  publishes 

beer,  cricket  on  the  the  1997  edition  of  Social 


JOHN  MAJOR  once 
evoked  his  ideal  vi- 
sion of  Britain  as 
the  land  of  warm 
beer,  cricket  on  the 
village  gwffn,  and  wialdffw 
UmHps  oilt  walking  the  dog. 
But  If  you  want  to  find  out 
how  many  people  get  . up  to 
such  pastimes  in  reality, 
rather  than  in.  some  dream  of 
a . Tory  heaven,  bow.  would 
you  go  about  it? 

Tin  now,  you  could  turn  to 
an  annual  publication  which 
sounds  as  dry  as  the  desert 
but  is  in  fact  one  of  the  Office 
for  National  Statistics’  most 
fruitful  orchards  of  informa- 
tion—the  General  Household 
Survey.  It  interviews  10,000 
households  every  year,  to  add 
colour  and  contemporaneity 
to  toe  Big  Bang  Inquiries  of 
the  once-a-decade  census. 

Undercutting  Major's  Or- 
wellian imagery,  it  tells  you 
that  toe  sport  which  toe  men 
of  Britain  are  most  likely  to 
take  part  in  is  not  cricket,  but 
snooker  (and  its  variants). 
Ours  is  the  green-baize,  not 
the  village-green,  society.  The 
Hull  of  Fame  is  the  Crucible 
Theatre,  Sheffield,  not  Lords’ 
pavilion. 

More  seriously,  toe  survey 
has  allowed  decision-makers, 
and  citizens,  to  scrutinise  toe 
many  variables  of  social  pol- 
icy (health,  housing,  educa- 
tion and  the  rest).  But  not  any 
i longer.  This  week  the  statis- 
tics office  announced  that  the 
survey  is  to  be  "suspended”. 
Many  fear  that  this  win  be  the 
death  of  It. 

It  was  set  up  in  1971,  a year 
after  the  first  issue  of  toe 
annual  Social  Trends.  These 
were  evidence  of  a dispassion- 
ate, inter-party  pursuit  of 
social  knowledge,  shared  by 
both  prime  ministers  of  the 
day,  Harold  WBson,  an  ex- 
statistician  himself,  and  Ed- 
ward Heath.  . 

But  the  innumerable  tin- 


kering with  the  definitions 
of  unemployment  demon- 
strate that  the  Thatcher  - 
Major  governments  take  a 
toys  stoical  view  of  statistics: 
those  who  are  not  for  us  are 
against  us.  At  the  25tb  anni- 
versary of  Social  Trends,  in 
1995,  its  first  editor.  Muriel 
Nissel,  r-tomniriftfl  the  pres- 
sures it  bad  been  under  to 


play  down,  especially,  the 
growing  gap  between  the  in- 
comes of  the  rich  and  the 
poor.  . 

Now  it  Is  the  turn  of  the 
General  Household  Survey. 
The  statistics  office  says  that, 
by  ditching  this  year’s  field- 
work, it  will  save  £44  minion 
in  the  face  of  Treasury  de- 
mands for  savings.  But  the 


dwriwinn  sheds  light  on  a shift- 
ing set  of  priorities.  The  new 
office  (created  last  year  from 
a merger  of  the  former  Cen- 
tral Statistical  Office  and  the 
Office  for  Population  Cen- 
suses and  Surveys)  has  begun 
to  have  a keen  eye  for  corpo- 
rate, rather  than  social, 
needs.  Yet  how  can  you  ever 
hope  to  get  social  policy  right 


Red  rag  to  socialists 


John  Redwood  accuses  Gordon  Brown 

not  only  of  betraying  the  Labour  left, 

but  also  of  naive  political  ignorance 


GORDON  Brown  does 
not  understand  how 
public  expenditure  is 
planned  run  in  this 
country.  He  Invites  ns  to 
believe  that  if  Labour  win 
the  election  they  can  live 

with  the  Conservative 

pfam  for  free  following  two 
years  without  making  any 
changes  In  the  total  or  In 
the  balance  between  - de- 
partments- Doesn’t  lie 
understand  that  once  a year 
the  Government  does  have 
to  update  all  its  figures? 
The  amount  of  tax  coming 
in  will  change  depending 
on  the  strength  ofthe  econ- 
omy, The  costs  of  public 
services  will  alter  depend- 
ing on  the  rate  of  inflation. 

The  Government  cannot 

say  It  refhses  to  recognise 

any  or  these  changes. 

At  the  of  each  year 
the  Government  has  to  da- 

dde  how  it  is  going  to  spend 
the  reserve.  For  the  second 


year  the  reserve  is  £5,000 
million.  Labour  Cabinet 
members  would  rightly 
want  to  examine  where  that 
reserve  would  be  spent  and 
would  want  to  express  the 
priorities  between  depart- 
ments. What  If  something 
unexpected  happened  Hke 
the  BSE  crisis?  It  is  quite 
possible  in  the  next  two 
years  that  something  else 
will  require  an  equally  mo- 
mentous derision.  It  would 
be  no  good  a Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  ringing  his 
hands  and  saying,  “'Well 
the  Conservatives  hadn’t 
thought  about  it  and  so 
there  is  nothing  we  can  do 
about  it**. 

Any  self-respecting 
socialist  would  want 
Labour  to  change  the  prior- 
ities and  increase  the  totals 
of  spending  Labour  spokes- 
men have  spent  the  last  18 
years  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons saying  that  the  Con- 


servatives do  not  spend 
enough  overall  on  the  pub- 
lic services,  and  have  the 
wrong  priorities.  How 
could  the  Labour  Party,  if 
elected,  solemnly  swear 
never  to  challenge  the  fig- 
ures of  the  Conservative 
administration? 

Are  we  seriously  to  be- 
lieve that  the  public-sector 
trade  unions,  having  spent 
money  to  help  a Labour  vic- 
tory in  the  election,  would 
meekly  accept  no  change  in 

the  amount  of  money  for 
public  services  were 
Labour  to  win?  The  teach- 
ers’ unions  would  expect 
Improved  pay  and  more 
teachers  in  the  classrooms, 
over  and  above  anything 
that  redistributing  the  as- 
sist ed-piaces  money  could 
achieve. 

THE  health  unions 
would  immediately  ex- 
pect extra  money  to 
open  more  hospital  beds 
and  wards  and  to  recruit 
more  nurses.  Are  we  to  be- 
lieve that  Labour  local  gov- 
ernment around  the  county 
will  meekly  accept  the  con- 
clusion that  It  should 


receive  exactly  the  same 
amount  of  money  that  the 
Conservatives  were  offer- 
ing? Every  single  local-au- 
thority settlement  in  recent 
years  has  been  strongly 
criticised  by  Labour  coun- 
cils by  Labour  spokes- 
men in  the  Commons  as 
being  too  little,  too  late. 

The  two  most  important 
domestic  decisions  that  any 
government  can  make  are 
how  much  money  to  raise 
In  taxes  and  how  to  spend 
that  money  between  the  dif- 
ferent public  services.  Gor- 
don Brown  wisely  declined , 
to  rule  out  an  Increase  in  ! 
, the  overall  tax  burden  on 
the  average  family.  Whilst 
he  pledged  no  increase  in 
the  standard  rate  or  toe 
I higher  rate  of  Income  tax, 
he  was  unprepared  to  rule 
out  removing  or  reducing 
income-tax  allowances.  He 
must  know  that  a Labour 
government  could  well 
need  to  spend  more  on  the 
public  services.  He  must 
know  that  if  there  were  a 
Labour  Cabinet  spenders 
would  outnumber  savers  by 
a big  margin.  Secretary  of 
State  after  Secretary  of 
State  would  come  to  the 
Cabinet  table:  “I  must  have 
more  nurses,4*  they  would 
say.  “I  must  have  more 
teachers.”  **I  must  have 


if  you  blur,  or  suppress,  the 
evidence? 

Next  week,  paradoxically, 
file  statistics  office  publishes 
the  1997  edition  of  Social 
Trends.  On  past  form,  this 
will  be  packed  with  facts  and 
figures  which  are  credited  di- 
rectly to  the  General  House- 
hold Survey.  Where  Is  this 
information  gojeg  to.  corner 
from  now?-  In  last  year’s 
Social  Trends,  for  example, 
the  household  survey  told  us 
how  many  women  cohabit, 
rather  than  marry  (19  per 
cent);  or  how  many  people  use 
contraceptives,  and  what 
kind.  It  turns  out  that,  after 
aU  the  anti-Aids  propaganda, 
the  pin  is  still  the  commonest 
method,  at  26  per  cent;  the 
condom  lags  at  17  per  cent; 
and  27  per  cent  of  men  and 
women  under  50  report  no. 
contraceptive  use  at  all 
(either  no  sex  or  unprotected 
sex).  Year  in  and  year  out  the 
General  Household  Survey  is 
an  excellent  antidote  to  a diet 
of  too  many  headlines. 

2 find  it  especially  revealing 
on  the  accelerating  ways  in 
which  ethnic-minority  popu- 
lations are  growing  more  and 
more  diverse.  It  telle  us  that 
84  per  cent  of  Indians  own  (or 
have  a mortgage  on)  their 
own  home,  compared  with  40 
per  cent  of  West  Indians.  The 
□gore  for  whites  is  67  per 

cent,  and  for  Pakistanis  or 
Bangladeshis  61  per  cent. 
Equal-opportunities  policies 
need  to  track  such  changes 
very  closely  and  very 
promptly. 

This  Is  the  survey  that 
takes  you  into  people’s  own 
homes,  and  these  are  still,  in 
spite  of  Michael  Howard,  a 
kind  of  castle.  It  chips  away  at 
the  myths-  Xt  must  not  be 
destroyed. 

Paul  Barker  Is  a senior  fellow  of 
the  institute  of  Community 
Studies 


more  dentists.”  “I  must 
have  more  policemen.”  “I 
must  have  more  officials  to 
supervise  our  new  poli- 
cies.” 

NO,  Mr  Brown,  I do  not 
find  your  statement 
or  your  plans  at  all 
credible.  Changing  budgets 
and  deciding  on  spending  is 
the  very  stuff  of  politics. 
You  cannot  put  the  whole 
tiling  on  auto-pilot,  accept 
the  Conservative  plans  and 
tell  the  Cabinet  for  two 
years  that  it  is  not  allowed 
to  discuss  It  Why  should 

anybody  vote  for  a party 
that  says  that  its  opponents 
have  got  things  so  right  it 
will  inherit  and  accept  all 
their  plans? 

It  was  a dishonest  state- 
ment badly  made.  Any  good 
socialist  must  be  livid  that 
their  party  says  there  can 
be  no  more  money  for  cher- 
ished causes  and  public  ser- 
vices. Any  public-sector 
trade  union  must  be  ex- 
tremely angry  in  private 
that  there  is  no  recognition 
from  Labour  that  there 
should  be  a change  In  ap- 
proach to  public  finance. 
And  any  independent  com- 
mentator on  the  political 
scene  must  say  that  Brown 
does  not  know  how  Cabi- 
nets work. 


board.’.”  The  symbolism  here 
seems  rather  conftising.  For  a 
start,  does  not  the  waving  of 
Inflatable  haddocks  in  such  a 
moment  of  crisis  suggest  a 
certain  insouciance,  far 
removed  from  most  people’s 
settled  conception  of 
Grimsby,  which  is  that,  in  a 
word,  it  Is  Grim?  Useless  to 
point  out  that  it  got  its  name 
because  someone  called  Grim 
established  himself  there. 

Then:  why  haddock,  when 
everyone  knows  that  the 
greatness  of  Grimsby  was 

built  not  on  haddock  but  on 
cod?  Perhaps  you.  just  cant 
buy  inflatable  cod.  Yet  even 
cod  Is  hardly  the  symbol  of 
Grimsby  now,  for  a town 
which  40  years  ago  could 
claim  to  be  the  greatest  fish- 
ing port  in  the  world  has  bad 
its  purpose  shot  from  under 
ft.  Now  Grimsby  is  more 
about  food  processing  than 
about  fish.  “Welcome  to  Great 
Grimsby,”  says  a sign  at  the 
station,  ’’Europe’s  Pood 
Town.”  Perhaps  the  dis- 
gruntled fans  should  have 
been  waving  fish  fingers. 

The  statistics  of  decline  are 
poignantly  displayed  m a 
wonderfully  evocative  perma- 
nent exhibition  in  the 
borough  council’s  National 
Heritage  Fishing  Centre, 
which  opened  in  1991,  with 
financial  aid  both  from  local 
employers  and  the  European 
Commission.  (There  was 
some  grumbling  on  that 
score:  pity  they  couldn't  have 
put  up  mangy,  to. save  our 
43&hin£  some  people 

.said;  instead  of  to  embalm  ft.) 
The  rise  and  fan  of  the  port 
spanned  only  just  over  a cen- 
tury. The  Manchester,  Shef- 
field and  Lincolnshire  Rail- 
way (now  part  of  Regional 
Railways:  twoooach  diesels) 
reached  Grimsby  in  1848  and 
opened  toe  Royal  Dock  four 
years  later.  The  first  fish  dock 
was  opened  in  1856,  in  time  to 
cash  in  on  the  great  mid- 
century  fish-and-chip  boom  In 
.toe  northern  industrial  cities. 

: By  1949,  as  the  trade  recov- 
ered from  war,  some  cod- 
crazed  statistician  worked 
out  that  in  Holy  Week, 
enough  fish  had  been  landed 
by  Grimsby  trawlers  to  fur- 
nish 27,686,400  people  with  a 
half-pound  portion  each,  hi 


xim.poun.ded  a decline 
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Nicholas  Hinton  [ lan  Smith 

— ri^j 

Saving  lives  from  disaster 


a friend 


ICHOLAS  Hinton, 
who  has  died  aged 
54  of  a heart  attack 
in  Croatia,  was 
one  of  the  most 
respected,  energetic  and  suc- 
cessful figures  in  the  British 
voluntary  sector.  In  recent 
years  he  was  becoming  more 

and  more  prominent  in  the  in- 
ternational arena. 

He  was  best  known  for  his 
10  years  running  Save  The 
Children,  from  1985.  Since 
then  he  had  been  president  .of 
the  newly  formed  Interna- 
tional Crisis  Group,  which  at- 
tempts to  prevent  and  allevi- 
ate such  disasters  as  Rwanda  ! 
and  Bosnia.  It  is  fair  to  say  I 
that  his  energy,  his  commit-  j 
ment  and  his  humour  had  put 
the  ICG  on  the  map,  ami  | 
would  have  kept  It  there. 
Mort  Abramowitz,  president ! 
of  the  Carnegie  Endowment 
for  International  Peace  in 
Washington,  who  jump- 
started  the  ICG,  said  yester- 
day Nicholas  Hinton  was  “a 
wonderfully  dedicated  public 
servant". 

Hinton  was  the  son  of  a 
West  Country  canon  of  the 
Church  of  England.  His 
parents’  beliefs  and  obvious 
piety  were  an  important  influ- 
ence on  him  throughout  his 
life.  He  went  to  Salisbury  Ca- 
thedral Choir  School,  then 
Marlborough  and  Selwyn  Col- 
lege. Cambridge.  As  a child  he 
had  hoped  to  have  a career  in 
music  but  after  his  voice 
broke  he  decided  that  musical 
administration  was  more  his 
scene.  He  called  himself  a 
lapsed  flautist  and  for  a spell 
in  the  sixties  ran  the  Eding- 
ton  Music  Festival  There  he 
was  always  efficient  without 
being  officious,  one  musician 
later  recalled. 


His  Church  of  England 
childhood  remained  with  him 
throughout  his  life.  One  pro 
file  in  the  eighties  quoted  an 
admirer:  "He  always  thinks 
strategically.  But  everything 
he  does  is  imbued  with  Chris- 
tian values.  He  looks  for 

people  to  live  lives  of  recti- 
tude.” Throughout  his  own 
life  he  was  interested  above 
all  in  public  service  and  he 
performed  it  with  flair  and 
authority. 

After  Cambridge,  where  be 
studied  law  and  thought  of  be- 
coming a barrister,  he  went  to 
work  at  an  intermediate  treat- 
ment scheme  for  young  of- 
fenders at  Northorpe  Hall, 
near  Leeds.  This  was  a pilot 
scheme  to  divert  juvenile  of- 
fenders from  custodial  sen- 
tences. It  helped  lead  to  the 
introduction  of  Intermediate 
treatment  (non-custodlal  sen- 
tences) in  the  Children  and 
Young  Person's  Act  of 1969. 

The  early  seventies  he 
spent  as  first  a training  offi- 
cer and  then  director  of  Na- 
cro.  the  National  Association 
for  the  Care  and  Resettlement 
of  Offenders,  formed  in  1966. 
the  key  non-governmental 
organisation  concerned  with 
the  after-care  of  oflemjers- 
This  was  followed  by  eight 
years  as  director  of  the 
National  Council  for  Volun- 
tary Organisations,  to  which 
all  British  NGOs  belong, 
which  exists  to  pressure  the 
Government,  which  funds  it 

While  there  Hinton  concen- 
trated on  attempting  to 
pioneer  alternatives  to 
prison;  he  considered  prison 
a ludicrously  inefficient  way 
to  deal  with  many  young  and 
minor  criminals.  He  learned 
how  to  function  within  the  cu- 
rious world  of  British  official 


and  semi-official  private  or- 
gansations.  He  was  seen  as 
dynamic,  confident  and  ambi- 
tious. He  was  above  all  quick. 
Quick  to  learn,  quick  to 
dispatch. 

All  of  these  qualities  stood 
him  in  good  stead  when  he 
was  given  the  job  of  director 
of  Save  the  Children.  He 
transformed  and  expanded 
the  organisation.  Out  went  co- 
siness, in  came  forceful  and 
aggressive  leadership.  Save 
the  Children  had  its  most  suc- 
cessful years  both  in  terms  of 
income  raised  and  its  interna- 
tional profile.  In  his  first  five 
years,  the  income  rose  from 
£16.5  million  to  £113  million 
at  one  time. 

He  was  an  excellent  publi- 
cist and  understood  the  im- 
mense value  of  Princess 
Anne’s  patronage  of  the 
organisation.  He  and  the 
Princess  were  a superb  part- 
nership. He  ran  it  as  a tight 
Ship,  taking  all  important  de- 
cisions himself,  sometimes 
the  board  felt  that  It  was 
being  presented  with  flat  at> 
complis.  But  he  frequently 


He  and  Princess 
Anne  were  a 
partnership  and 
Save  the  Children 
had  its  most 
successful  years  in 
terms  of  income 
and  profile  while 
he  was  director 


visited  the  field  and  was  mar- 
vellous at  communicating 
with  all  workers  at  all  levels. 
He  bad  big  visions. 

There  were  those  who 
found  his  up-front  style  com- 
bative and  In  1994  he  parted 
company  from  the  Millen- 
nium Commission  even  be- 
fore he  had  taken  up  the  post 
of  chief  executive,  to  which 
he  bad  been  appointed.  He 

and  the  commissioners  had 
quickly  fallen  out.  The  chem- 
istry, so  right  for  Save  the 
Children,  did  not  work  with 
the  commissioners. 

The  Mfflennlum  Commis- 
sion’s loss  was  in  every  sense 
the  International  Crisis 
Group's  gain.  This  group  was 
set  up  in  early  1995  as  a res- 
ponse to  the  proliferation  of 
man-made  disasters  that  had 
followed  the  end  of  the  Cold 
War.  It  was  in  part  inspired 
by  the  work  of  Fred  Cuny,  the 
American  engineer  and  relief 
expert  who  had  been  active  in 
almost  every  disaster  since 
Biafira.  Cuny  was  killed  in 
1995  in  Chechnya. 

Hinton  was  the  first  presi- 


dent or  chief  executive  of  the 
group  which  aimed  to 
strengthen  the  restive  and  en- 
hance the  capacity  of  govern- 
ments. inter- governmental 
organisations,  and  the  private 
sector  to  anticipate  and  to  act 
to  avert  impending  crises. 
Hinton  was  ideal  as  the  first 
president  because  be  was  al- 
ways Intellectually  challeng- 
ing. He  would  always  ask  such 
questions,  as:  "Why  Would  we 
do  this?"  “How  can  ICG  add 
value?”  At  meetings  of  the 
trustees  he  was  swift  and  effi- 
cient, though  neve*  Impolite. 

The  group  has  been  active 
in  Sierra  Leone  where  it 
helped  to  persuade  European 
governments  to  support  the 
1996  election  process  which 
eventually  resulted  in  the  end 
of  military  dictatorship  and  a 
return  to  civilian  rule.  Since 
then  ICG  has  attempted  to 
I help  rebuild  civic  society  in 
I Sierra  Leone. 

Us  biggest  programme  has' 
been  in  Bosnia,  where  it  . set 
up  a group  to  monitor  the  im- 
plementation of  the  Dayton 
Peace  Agreement  Hinton  was 
tireless  in  support  of  the  team 
based  in  Sarajevo.  He  was  in 
fevour  of  rigid  scrutiny  of  the 
HflWrtg  of  the  Nato  command 
and  of  the  Organisation  of  Se- 
curity and  Co-operation  in 
Bongie,  which  ran  the  elec- 
tions. ICG  conducted  a scath- 1 
ing  analytic  of  the  qlariinns  | 
which  showed  how  seriously 
i flawed  the  process  was. 

He  drove  himself  fantasti- 
cally hard  in  the  last  couple  of 
years.  He  was  absolutely  de- 
termined to  get  ICG  going, 
and  going  wpTI  He  was  al- 
ways an  planes  to  America,  to 
the  Tfaffitann,  to  other  Euro- 
pean capitals,  raising  money,- 
raising  profiles,  raising  ques- 


tions. Sir  Terence  (Sark  who 
ran  ICG’s  Bosnia  operation, 
said:  “He  was  the  guiding 
force  behind  ICG  Bosnia  and 
spared  himself  no  effort  to 
raise  funds  for  promoting 
ICG’s  work  there.  At  the  same 
time  he  closely  directed  the 
work  of  the  Bosnia  Project 
and  served  as  an  invaluable 
link  between  the  team  on  the 
ground  and  the  hoard  of 
trustees.” 

Mort  Abramowitz  said  yes- 
terday: “Over  the  past  10 
years  Nick  helped  save  many 
lives.  He  was  also  creative  In 
seeing  that  more  than  hu- 
manMarianlsm  was  needed  in 
dealing  with  conflict.  Hjs 
work  in  setting  up  the  ICG 
from  nothing  was  a superb  ex- 
ample of  his  creativity.  He 
was  a marvellous  public  ser- 
vant.” He  exhibited  this  In 
many  ways  other  than  those 
already  described.  In  recent 
years  he  had  been,  a member 
of  the  council  of  Business  in 
the  Community,  the  Indus- 
trial Society,  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  the  Arts,  and  Atlantic 


Nicholas  Hinton  was  a styl- 
ish man  and  a sharp  dresser. 
He  had  great  sang  froid,  great 
aplomb.  He  knew  what  he 
wanted  and  he  knew  how  to 
get  things  done.  He  was  a su- 
perb bnreacratic  warrior,  in 
the  best  sense  of  the  word. 

He  was  also  a devoted  fam- 
ily man.  He  was  married  in 
1971;  he  and  his  wife  Deborah 
have  one  daughter  Josie,  who 
is  still  at  school. 

His  loss  is  immense. 


Nicholas  John  Hinton,  charity 
administrator,  bom  March  IS. 
1942;  died  January  21. 1997 


Dennis  Main  Wilson 


Golden  age 
of  comedy 


Dennis  Main  wuson. 

who  has  died  at  the 
age  of  72.  was  a televi- 
sion producer  whose 
credits  read  like  the  index  to 
a history  of  the  golden  age  of 
television  comedy.  Eric 
Sykes,  Marty  Feldman,  Spike 
Milligan  and  Terry  Scott  were 
just  a few  of  the  stars  he  pro- 
duced, directed  and  in  some 
cases  discovered.  He  ushered 
The  Rag  Trade  on  to  the  air, 
TUI  Death  us  Do  Part  and  Citi- 
zen Smith,  with  the  young 
Robert  Lindsay  as  a South 
London  Che  Guevara. 

In  this  case  Main  WQson 
also  discovered  the  writer 
John  Sullivan,  then  a BBC 
scene-shifter,  who  handed 
him  a script.  Wilson  read  it 
and  immediately  sold  it  to  his 
department  head,  Tom 
Sloane.  Before  moving  to  TV, 
Main  Wilson  was  in  radio, 
where  he  gave  Peter  Sellers 
his  first  chance  after  discov- 
ering him  in  1947  at  London's 
Windmill  Theatre,  introduced 
Tony  Hancock  to  the  script- 
writers who  brought  out  his 
genius,  Alan  Simpson  and 
Ray  Galton,  and  produced  the 
first  series  of  The  Coon  Show. 

Performers  in  later  days 
who  had  reason  to  be  grateful 
for  his  energy  and  instincts 
include  Barry  Humphries, 
Clive  Anderson,  and  Hugh 
Laurie.  I remember  him  most 
vividly,  though,  from  the  Fif- 
ties, when  “Light  Entertain- 
ment” was  still  regarded  by 
the  BBC  Old  Guard  as  a nec- 
essary but  rather  raffish,  be- 
low-decks.  below-stairs  de- 
partment. Dennis  Main 
Wilson  fitted  this  assumption 
in  every  possible  way,  scut- 
tling up  and  down  between 
the  studio  floor  and  the  con- 
trol gallery  in  an  iQ-fltting 
brown  suit,  puffing  a ciga- 
rette and  Issuing  a non-stop 


stream  of  orders,  encourage- 
ment and  enthusiasm  — the 
very  model  of  what  became 
known  as  a “hands-on”  televi- 
sion man. 

“He  really  made  The  Rag 
Trade,''  according  to  the  writ- 
ers of  that  phenomenally  suc- 
cessful comedy,  Ronald  Wolfe 
and  Ronald  Chesney.  “He  was 
a very  clever  producer.  It  was 
he  who  picked  Miriam  Karlin 
and  Reg  Varney,”  says  Wolfe. 
“But  it  was  his  enthusiasm 
that  was  so  important”  says 
Chesney.  “Once  when  snow 
had  stopped  all  the  buses  he 
walked  half-way  across  Lon- 
don to  get  to  toe  studio." 

Wolfe  adds:  “We  had  one 
episode  in  which  the  girls  [in 
the  garment  shop]  were  sup- 
posed to  be  helping  in  the 
fish-and-c hippie  next  door, 
because  of  Illness  or  some- 
thing. The  BBC  had  agreed  to 
a deep-fryer  being  Installed  in 
the  studio  hot  wouldn’t  allow 
one  in  the  rehearsal  room. 
Dennis  said  that  he  wasn’t  go- 
ing to  have  his  cast  going  into 
the  studio  with  no  practice, 
and  stormed  along  toe  corri- 
dor to  get  his  own  way.” 

Situation  comedy  was  Main 
Wilson’s  forte,  almost  his  in- 
vention, but  he  was  equally  at 
home  with  the  bittier  and 
more  annrrhir  humour  of 
Michael  Ben  tine  or  Marty 
Feldman  Barry  Took,  who 
wrote  Marty  with  Feldman, 
agrees  that  Main  Wilson  was 
a brilliant  producer  but  care- 
less about  money.  “In  one 
series  of  Marty  he  managed  to 
spend  the  whole  budget  on 
pre-filming.  Dennis  said  no 
sketch  must  have  more  than 
one  set  and  two  people.  So  we 
gave  him  a little  number 
about  a speak-your-weigbt 
machine  — that  was  one  set, 
one  performer  and  a voice- 
over!” 
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Hanging  around  with  the  Goons. . . Main  WDson  (centre)  with  (left  to  right)  Secombe,  Milligan,  Bentine  and  Sellers 


I REMEMBER  his  voice, 
rich  and  rounded  with  Just 
a tinge  of  an  agressive 
edge.  I remember  his  mati- 
nee idol  good  looks.  I remem- 
ber giggling  as  a junior  hack- 
ette.  in  the  regions  over  the 
cariosity  value  of  a BBC 
reporter,  lan  smith,  inter- 
viewing fhw  prime  minister  off 
the  then  Rhodesia.  Ian  Smith. 

Ian’s  career  in  toe  BBC  was 
always  a few  years  ahead  of 
mfofi,  although  we  began  and 
proceeded  along  the  then  clas- 
sicroute  of  university,  local 
radio,  -regional  television 
news  and  then  the  network. 
Be,  Oka  me,  began  in  radio  in 
Bristol,  presented  regional 
hews  programmes  in  the 
South  and  South-west;  then. 
In  London,  he  became  a 
founder  reporter  and  pre- 
senter on  Newsnight. 

By  ’.the. time  our  paths 
crossed  In  the  mfetaos,  fen 
was  a Seasoned  swimmer  in 
what  deemed  to  me  a sharks’ 
pool  o£  national  news  and  cur- 
rent afihlrs.  He’d  made  his 
name  in  Africa,  Northern  Ire- 
land, even,  memorably,  on  a 
destroyer  off  Iceland  at  the 
height  of  the  Cod  War.  My 
only  moment  of  reporting 
glory  bad  been  on  a pitching 
ferry  from  toe  Isle  of  Wight.  I 
was  rightly  In  awe. 

He  took  this  tiddler  Into 
this  part  of  the  pond  and  sat 
alongside  me  on  my  first  day  { 
as  a presenter  of  Newsnight. 
The  Iranrlraq  war  was  raging, 
the  miners’  strike  was  at  its 
bright  and  Edwina  Currie 
was  on  the  point  of  becoming 
a superstar,  fen  stood  back  j 
when  i seemed  to  be  coping 
and  jumped  in  with  his 
knowledge  and  experience 
when  necessary.  He  knew,  for 
instance,  where  Kbarg  Island 
was,  and  how  to  pronounce  it! 

He  also  knew  how  to  sell  a 
story.  I was  anxious  to  cover 
the  first  test;, case  of. foe  Equal 
Ray  for  wocttof  Equal  Value 
Legislation.  The  then  editor 
was  not  enthusiastic  about 
covering  a “woman’s  issue". 
Ian  sat  me  down,  suggested 
we  work  oat  faaw  nmch  it 
would  cost  British  fodnstry  if 
only  a smaR  p&cCTrtag^^:%v 


Ms  house  round  the  conwr 
from  toe  store.  Hed  cook” 
the  lunch  and  we’d  sit,  as  I 
would  with  my  best  woman 
friends,  gossiping  about  toe 
office,  whlngeing  about  pro- 
motion prospects,  moaning 
about  hot  dates  (his)  and  nan- 
nies and  small  babies  (mine). 
The  (wily  topic  of  conversa- 
tion we  couldn’t  share  was 
skiing,  hot  he  would  fre- 
quently try  and  persuade  me 
to  share  bis  passion  for  the 

piste.  , . . 

He  took  three  unpaid  holi- 
days a year  to  SkL  He'd  have 
us  all  feinting  with  admira- 
tion in  the  office  as  he  prac- 
tised his  knee  bends  and 
thigh  strangtheners  during  a 
lull  in  the  day  at  toe  office. 
He’d  crane  hack  tanned  and 


It  was  affiays^dfioSncertikffi 
in  fen’s  presence  ifrf  find  he 
was  every  bit  ar  good  looking 
offscreen  as  on:  The  eyes  of 
female  staff  In  any  newsroom 
would  fix  hungrily  on  his  rear 
view  as  he  waddled  about  in 
tight  jeans.  He-’  must  have 
known  the  efftecthe  had,  but 
was  utterly  unspoiled  by  it 
and,  for  such,  a charmer,  had 
a remarkable  capacity  for 

m airing  real,  vmtvwnpmmln. 

ing  friendships  with  women. 

' On  my  darkest  days,  work- 
ing long  hours  away  from  my 
partner  and  «rwaii  son,  he 
would  lure  me  out  of  Lime 
Grove,  into  Marks  and  Spen- 
cer’s in  Chiswick  said  off  to 


Smith. . . lethal  passion’ 

glowing  with  fitness  and  ener- 
gy. Eventually  he  left  the  BBC 
for  a job  in  Switzerland  — his 
spiritual  home,  only  return- 
ing to  London  ‘for  a short 
period. 

EDs  great  love  was  to  prove 
a lethal  passion.  In  1992  be 
slipped  whilst  skiing  a glacier 
in  toe  Alps,  fell  and  hit  his 
head  on  ice.  His  brain  was 
damaged  and  he  spent  the 
rest  of  hls  life  in  hospital. 
T.ike  so  many  of  toe  friends 
wfao’d  loved  and  respected 
fen,  I saw  Mm  in  those  early 
days.  Over  his  hospital  bed 
was  a picture  of  the  Ian  Td 
never  seen,  but  imagined  — 
an  imposing,  confident  figure 
wffKMarskfe  and  sticks,  mas- 
W toe-mountains  that  sur- 
iwrtito  htm  i found  it  hard 
to  tatiudfe  that  image  with 
tosrntah  who  was  now  so  de- 
pendent ist  toe  people  who 
cared  for  him. 


Ian  Pater  Leslie  Smith.  Journal- 
ist bom  May  3, 1944;  died  Janu- 
ary 6. 1997 


Death  Notices 

DBAHUNTY  John  Dwtfa  Omni  <fi«d 


yrs.  lortrod  by  m RUM  Of  Holy  Motor 
Ctureft,  at  BnaSwood  .ward,  vtfnrtntjion 


Rather  surprisingly.  Main 
Wilson  was  also  responsible 
for  BBC-3,  the  third  and  last 
in  the  sequence  of  satirical 
shows  which  began  with  That 
Was  the  Week  that  Was.  This 
was  the  one  in  which  David 
Frost  was  replaced  as  anchor- 
man by  Robert  Robinson,  and 
thnngh  the  standard  was  just 
as  high  (or  low)  as  before  — 
with  a gifted  new  comic  in 
John  Bird  — it  never  attained 
the  same  notoriety. 

Denis  Main  Wilson's  grand- 
father, he  told  the  journalist 
David  Nathan,  had  been  a 
sculptor  who  inherited  a Pais- 
ley distillery  and  died  of  alco- 
holic poisoning,  though  this 
didn’t  deter  the  grandson 
from  enjoying  a drop  of  whis- 
ky. His  fetter  had  been  a con- 
servative and  respectable  i 


Life  and  death 

THE  Hong  Kong  Govern- 
ment’s Census  and  Statistics 
Department  has  made  an  offi- 
cial definition  of  death.  This 
Is  in  The  Monthly  Digest  of 
Statistics,  a book  much  used 
by  importers  and  exporters. 

Death  is:  ‘The  permanent 
disappearance  of  all  evidence 
of  life  after  live  birth  has 
taken  place.  Figures  on  death 
refer  to  known  such  occur- 
rences of  such  events,  exclud- 
ing those  oTVietnameee 
migrants.” 

These  visitors  are 
apparently  eternal. 

The  offioal  definition  of 
‘‘birth’’,  as  defined  by  the 
Hong  Kong  Government,  is: 


“Complete  expulsion  or  ex- 
traction from  its  mother  of  a 
product  of  conception  which 
after  such  separation 
breathes  or  shows  any  other 
evidence  aflife.” 

Happy  returns  an  your  com- 
plete expulsion  day  from  the 
South  China  Morning  Post. 

Social  stages 

WE  are  doing  some  advanced 
scientific  research  on  what 
makes  people,  especially 
those  preppies  and  yuppies  in 
their  late  teens  and  early 
twenties,  become  “social- 
ists", recognizing  that  this  al- 
most always  passes  by  the  age 
of  25.  Among  toe  main  find- 
ings are  that  among  the  most 
important  causes  of “social- 
ist” ideology  are: 

1.  Youngpeopledo  not  want 
to  work  hard  and  think  that  if 
socialism  breaks  out  all  over 

they  will  not  have  to  get  a job. 

2.  Many  young  people  resent  ■ 
their  parents  and  think  that  it 
will  get  their  parents  angry  if 
they  support  socialism. 

3.  Many  young  people  find 

trouble  getting  dates  and  they 
think  if  there  is  some  sort  of 
totalitarian  central  planner 


controlling  society,  he/she 
will  set  them  up  for  Saturday 
night 

4.  Young  people  worry  a 
whole  lot  about  how  popular 
they  are  with  their  peers  and 
SO  they  think  if  a central  plan- 
ner coerces  everyone  into 
being  equal  and  equitable, 
they  will  have  a lot  of  friends. 
From  thePnewslistserver. 
Thanks  to  Michael  Joatc. 

Fantasy  field 

ALTHOUGH  your  favourite 
lesbian  vignette  may  have 
some  superficial  nuance,  its 
script  probably  adheres  to  a 
well-established  formula. 
Most  proceed  sequentially: 

At  first,  the  encounter  is  ex- 
clusively between  the 
women,  with  aman  (you?) 
looking  on.  Later.the  lucky 
girls  are  joined  by  amale  par- 
ticipant. The  mood  in  toe 
boudoir  is  blissful  and  gener- 
ous; no  one  is  jealous  or  pos- 
sessive, there’s  alot  of  sexual 
sharing,  and  no  one  feels  ex- 
cluded. The  beauty  of  the  sex 
triangle  is  that  ifsatwofer  It 
incorporates  toe  next  most 

common  male  fantasy,  that  of 
the  omni-available  woman 


man,  who  worked  hls  way  up 
from  tea  boy  to  factory 
manager. 

Main  Wilson,  from  Hamp- 
shire, is  survived  by  his  wife 
Sylvia,  daughter  Charlotte 
and  son  Andrew. 


Johmy  Spuight  writes  My 

first  proper  meeting  with 
Dennis  Main  Wilson  was  in 
the  early  1960s.  1 had  Just 
written  The  Compartment  and 
The  Playmates  with  Michael 
Caine  for  BBC  television  and 
I was  scripting  The  Arthur 
Haynes  Show  on  ITV.  The  cor- 
poration had  offered  Dennis  a 
slot  on  Comedy  Playhouse  and 
seeing  me  In  the  BBC  dub  he 
came  over  and  we  got  talking. 
This  was  a one-off  commis- 


who  has  no  sexual  need  sof 
her  own.  And  in  this  vignette, 
there  are,  happily,  two  of 
them. 

Like  most  fantasies,  this 
one  offers  an  end  to  run 
around  inhibitions  and  fears 
and  reverses  reality.  Psychia- 
trist Ethel  Person,  who  exam- 
ines the  phenomenon!  in  her 
new  book , By  Force  qf  Fan- 
tasy. calls  it  a classic  “Adam” 
fantasy.  “At  the  superficial 

level,  it’s  a way  ofbe  ing  the 

only  man  in  the  world,”  she 
says.  “The  fantasy  enables 
you  to  defeat  and  eliminate 
other  men  and  provides  you 
with  your- own  harem.  You're 
toe  rally  game  in  town." 

Naturally  this  preoccupa- 
tion with  triadic  sex  is  related 
to  an  underlying  anxiety 
about  potency , which  the  fan- 
tasy serves  to  allay.  Observ- 
ing the  entangled  women,  the 
man  first  feara  redundancy, 
but  when  asked  to  join  In  the 
fan,  bP  finds  It  is  only  him  that 
can  satisfy  them. 

The  fantasy,  says  Person, 
provides  gratification  at  Just 
about  every  leveL  Probe 
deeper  and  you  find  that  one  of 
the  women  is  often  signifi- 
cantly older  fran  the  other.  No 


sion.  that  turned  Into  TUI 
Death  Vs  Do  Part 

Everybody  who  worked 1 
with  Dennis  Main  Wilson  de- ; 
veloped  a high  regard  for 
him  He  had  an 
When  he  was  working  on  a 
show,  then  that  show  was  the 
greatest  and  — most  refresh- 
ingly — he  would  say  that 
“the  star  of  my  show  is  the 
writer”.  He  was  an  excellent 
sounding  board,  and  while 
you  could  argue  all  night  with 
him  you  would  crane  in  the 
following  day  and  be  greeted 
as  if  nofirihg  had  happened. 

“Dennis  Main  Wilson, 
BBC,”  he  would  always  intro- 
duce himself.  He  was  very 
loyal  to  . the  corporation, 
which  he  believed  was  the 
greatest  institution  that  had 
ever  happened.  Be  produced  | 


mystery  here:  The  scenario 
offers  a safe  way  to  experience 
tiie  forbidden  pleasures  of  in- 
cest even  though  the  mater- 
nal figure  is  sometimes  repre- 
sented  as  (horrors!)  your 
mother-inlaw.  And  among  all 
those  rivals  yon*TC  van- 
quished to  ascend  to  this 
special  love  nest  is  a certain 
other  powerful  figure. 

Ptr^nTiy,  the  fentesy  enables 
men  to  tweaka  couple  of  other 
taboos:  their  own  uneon- 

SCIOUS  fanjwlni*  litotiflnatiflii 
and  homosexual  desires. 
Again,  the  fact  that  the  sex 
partners  are  women  offers  a 
reassuringly  safe  remove 
from  these  threatening  psy- 

^W^Aiiiiiiinhntim.  ■■ 

Andyou  thought  it  was  be 
cause  you fandedyour  girl- 
friend's best  mate.  biUSHa- 
cptixe  magazine. 

Can’t  doit 

THERE  are  more  types  ctf 
Kite  footwear  than  there  are 
guinea  pigs  named.  “Snow-  ' 
bad"  Niketown  Los  Angeles 
has  display  rads  fun  of  shoes 
specifically  for  hiking;  cHmh- 
frig-  grilf,  basketball,  rrmntng, 
vnfleyhall,  skateboarding,  sop 


Till  Death  Vs  Do  Part 
throughout  its  run  but  by  the 
time  that  In  Sickness  And  In 
Health  ram  a along  Dennis 
had  retired  It  was  a mistake, 
because  they  should  never 
retire  people  Ifeehim. 

Prank  Hnlr  atfdai  Dennis 
blazed  ahead  In  great  waves 
of  enthusiasm  which  was  a 
tremendous  stimulant  to 
everyone  connected  with  his 
shows.  He  was  a truly 
remarkable  asset  He  was  a 
very  individual  thinker. 
Nothing  was  too  strange  to  be 
considered  He' was  irratio- 
nal, fanpatnom  and  ntramBy 
effective.  ... 

Dennis  Main  Wilson,  TV  and 
radio  producer,  bom  1924;  died 
January  21, 1997 


cer.  and  wrestling.  I didn’t 
boy  any  because  they  didn’t. 
haveapairSpeaficaBtyde-  V. 
signed  for  my  sport,  which  is 
sitting.  ' ----■■•■■  •— 

I thought  afboying  a pafcr  a£ 

basketball  shoes,  bnt  I was 
afraid  T wouldn’t  qualify 

What  in  tcM  the  store  deck  I 
wanted  a basketball  ahoeand 
he  asked  bow  often  I played 
andlhadtosheepistilybon- 
fessfoatthe  last  time  had 
been  abont  two  years  ago  anet 
he  salt  me  over  to  the  shame 
section  where  I was  forced  to 
purchase  a pair  afbig,  Une. 


Wheen,  biographer  andjour- 
nailst  40.  ■'*; 

.■-T7 


Emily  Sheffield 


* 


'Kit 


i>p JJJ  tj>  isSjo 


^ite , 

•end 
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Greenspan  welcome  for  US  ‘vigour’  boosts  Clinton  and  makes  rate  rise  unlikely  before  summer  I Notebook 


Fed  chief  talks  up  economy 


Rtehanl  Thomas  In 
Washington 


on  an  economy  growing  at  3 duced  the  chances  of  an  in-  years,  market-watchers 
per  cent  a year.  Immediately  crease  in  interest  rates  — cur-  agreed  that  the  cost  of  hor- 
atter  lus  testimony,  the  Dow  rentiy  at  5 per  cent  — when  rowing  would  still  have  to  be 
Jonp  index  of  leading  Indus-  the  Federal  Reserve.  Open  tightened  before  the  summer, 
^““■shares  jumped  34  points  Market  Committee  (Fomc),  “In  the  absence  of  a ftffl. 
to  6878.42.  Tills  was  echoed  in  the  central  bank's  decision-  scale  retreat  of  demand 
London,  where  the  FTSE  100  making  body,  meets  on  Feb-  growth,  nffiriate  are  likely  to 
recovered  from  early  weak-  ruary  4-5.  condtnde  that  higher  underly- 

ne&s  toflnish  slightly  ahead  But  as  Mr  Clinton  called  his  ing  inflation  may  he  un- 
o nine  day.  new  economic  team  to  the  achievable  without  the  insur- 

D eaters  said  Mr  Green-  White  House  to  discuss  policy  mm  erf  tighter  policy,”  wntri 


— — . • . "JUCA  m mn^S- 

1 Clinton  re-  trial  shares  jumped  34  points 
celved  an  early  to  6878.42.  This  was  echoed  in 
second-term  boost  London,  where  the  FTSE  100 
yesterday  when  recovered  from  early  weafc- 
Federal  Reserve  ness  to  finish  slightly  ahead 
chairman  Alan  Greenspan  on  the  day. 
gave  a thumbs-up  to  a “vigor-  Dealers  said  Mr  Green- 


market- watchers  I Brothers,  a Wall  Street  brok- 1 of  view  is  whether  prospec- 


ing  firm. 


tive  labour  market  conditions 


iwmg  would  still  have  to  be  With  the  US  jobless  total  will  be  consistent  with  the  , 
Shtened  before  the  summer,  remaining  below  5,5  per  cent,  maintenance  of  satisfactory 
“In  the  absence  of  a fnH-  Mr  Greenspan  admitted  that  prira  maintwianrtt,"  tia  b>w  ! 
:ale  retreat  of  demand  a potential  cloud  in  the  other-  Attempting  to  avpiam  fVu>  I 


But  as  Mr  Clinton  called  his  ing  inflation  may  be  un- 
new  economic  team  to  the  achievable  without  the  insur- 


scale  retreat  of  demand  a potential  cloud  in  the  other-  Attempting  to  wfpiam  the 
growth,  officials  are  likely  to  wise  sunny  economic  sky  was  failure  of  shorter  dole  queues 
conclude  that  higher  underly-  the  prospect  that  wage  de-  to  posh  up  prices  so  ear,  Mr 
ing  inflation  may  he  un-  mauds  would  begin  to  stoke  Greenspan  pointed  to  the 
achievable  without  the  xnsur-  up  prices.  twin  effects  of  greater  job  in- 

ance  erf  tighter  policy,"  said  “The  important  question  security  in  a decade  of  down- 


m,s»  ttq  __  ... iruuvj  auu  u*.  ufeuua  yuuty,  saw  ± uv  uuy«rwuii  quesnoii  securny  in  a oecaue  ox  oown- 

fhars  of  an  imminent  intere-f  span  S npbeat  commarts  re- 1 priorities  for  the  next  tour  I an  economist  at  Salomon  I from  a monetary  policy  point  siring  and  lower  trade  union 
rate  rise  raresi membership.  “(But)  how  long 


The  day  after  Mr  Clinton  Ol. 
took  the  presidential  oath  of  SkT  H fl 

office,  the  world’*  most  pow-  t,|~  I I VJ 

erflil  central  banker  — who  w 

just  six  weeks  ago  spooked  fi- 
nancial markets  by  warning  — — i 

of  “irrational  exuberance”  — Larry  BBott 
told  legislators  on  Capitol  um  an"  Charlotta  Denny 
that  growth  was  strong  ' 

inflationary  pressures  I IK  companies  are  i 
remained  muted-  But  he  I I pressing  alarm  at  t 
hinted  that  policy  may  have  V**/  strength  of  sterlh 
to  be  tightened  over  the  me-  after  seeing  the  rising  * 
dium  term-  change  rate  choke  off  thi 

<flThe  economy  has  retained  exports,  the  Confederate 
considerable  vigour,  with  few  of  British  Industry  said  yi 
signs  of  the  imbalances  and  terdayas  the  pound  rose 
inflationary  tensions  that  DM2.7070  in  late  trading, 
have  disrupted  past  expan-  The  CB1  said  that  dema: 
sions,”  Mr  Greenspan  told  the  tor  exports  had  levelled  i 
Senate  budget  committee.  for  the  first  time  since  t 

Stock  and  bonds,  sent  lower  autumn  of  1998,  with  op 
in  early  dealing  by  traders  mism  and  order  books  1 
nervously  awaiting  the  Fed  by  the  9 per  cent  appred 
chiefs  appearance,  reacted  tlon  of  the  pound  In  t 
positively  to  his  health-check  final  three  months  of  1991 


Strong  pound  ‘is  choking  exports’ 


membership.  “(But)  how  long 
this  transition  will  continue 
is  not  certain,”  he  warned. 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


Enter  Michael  Heseltine. 
Peeved  at  not  Initially  being 
invited,  he  gatecrashed  the 
event  and  accused  some  of 
Britain’s  leading  executives 
of  being  tools  of  the  Labour 
party. 

The  deputy  prime  minis- 
ter's rant  suggests  that, 
threatened  with  looming  elec- 
toral defeat,  the  Conservative 
party  has  finally  lost  the  plot. 

To  be  sure,  the  think  tank 


Questioned  by  senators  over  Diuiinnci^^..  that  organised  the  confer- 


According  to  the  CBFs  | the  gathering  domestic  [ Some  of  the  toll  in  M4 


concerns  that  official  govern- 
ment figures  may  be  over-stat- 
ing- inflation  — fuelled  by  the 
recent  Boskin  commission 


/ \torn. 


LAN  Greenspan  es- 
chewed, as  is  his  cus- 
tom, any  dark  warnings 


ence,  the  Institute  tor  Public 
Policy  Research,  has  links  to 
Labour.  But  by  no  stretch  of 
the  imagination  COUld  the  es- 


quarterly  Industrial  recovery  from  threatening  was  the  result  of  one-off  which  suggested  an  overshoot  about  the  need  for  an  interest  ecutives  who  contributed  to 
Trends  survey,  prices  were  the  Inflation  target  is  likely  factors  affecting  the  bank  of  up  to  1 percentage  point  — rate  rise  to  head  off  inflation  its  report  be  accused  of  being 


regarded  as  more  of  a con-  to  strengthen  the  pound  landing,  figures.  But  eco- 


¥ companies  are  ex-  j straint  on  exports  than  at  and  impact  adversely  on  nomics  commentator  rifte  estimate  by  resorting  to  Congress  yesterday. 


Pressing  alarm  at  the  any  time  since  October  the  delicate  state  of  the  ex-  Stoton  Briscoe,  from  Nikko, 


w strength  of  sterling 
after  seeing  the  rising  ex- 


1989. 

The 


picture  which 


porters’  order  books. 

The  prospects  of  Chancel- 


said  that,  even  taking  these 
factors  into  account,  the 


file  chairman  avoided  any  spe-  in  bis  biannual  testimony  to 

rifle  estimate  by  resorting  to  Congress  yesterday. 

his  fluent  Fed-speak.  The  Federal  Reserve  chair - 


follow  travellers. 

This  was  a hardnosed  panel 


change  rate  choke  off  their  I emerged  from  the  survey  lor  Kenneth  Clarke  avert-  figures  showed  that  bank 


exports,  the  Confederation  } was  of  a twin  track  econo- 


his  fluent  Fed-speak.  The  Federal  Reserve  chair-  which  knows  about  malting 

‘Trice  mismeasurement  m»n.  whose  comments  are  ‘money.  It  included  the  men 
seems  to  be  the  most  probable  more  than  capable  of  setting  who  run  the  UK’s  two  biggest 
explanation  of  the  data  off  seismic  movements  in  manufacturing  companies. 


were  lending  was  very  weak  in  anomalies  (in  service-sector  world  financial  markets,  was  Bob  Bauman  of  British  Aero- 


of  British  Industry  said  yes- 1 my  with  weakening  export  strengthened  yesterday  by  December,  ending  a trend  productivity) be  said  “And  j positively  laid  back:  espe- 


terdayas  the  pound  rose  to 


orders  balanced  by  the 
strength  of  domestic  de- 


the  figures  showing  that 
broad  money  growth  fell  by 


The  CBZ  said  that  demand  mand  for  UK-produced  com-  0.2  per  cent  from  November 
for  exports  had  levelled  off  sumer  goods.'  to  December  last  year.  The 

for  the  first  time  since  the  As  a result  of  this  mixed  annual  rate  of  growth 
autumn  of  1998,  with  opti-  picture,  the  CBI  said  that  dropped  from  10.8  per  cent 
mism  and  order  books  hit  the  decision  on  whether  to  in  November  to  9.6  per  cent 


of  sharp  acceleration. 

The  weakness  of  bank 


space  and  George  Simpson  of 

the  order  erf  magnitude  ap-  ciaHy  when  compared  with  GEC.  Hardly  surprisingly,  it 
pears  consistent  with  the  the  mare  urgent  tones  of  came  up  with  a pretty  reason- 
micro-statistical  results.”  Bank  of  England  governor  Ed-  able  assessment  of  what  is 
• The  US  government  plans  die  George  a day  earlier.  wrong  with  the  economy  and 
to  raise  $7  Milton  next  week  Nevertheless.  Greenspan's  what  might  be  done  to  put  it 


0.2  per  cent  from  November  lending  was  backed  up  by 
to  December  last  year.  The  the  British  Ranking  Assod- 
annual  rate  of  growth  atlon*s  monthly  figures 
dropped  from  10.8  per  cent  which  showed  that  lending 
in  November  to  9.6  per  cent  to  the  private  sector  fell  by 


Bank  of  England  governor  Ed-  able  assessment  of  what  is 
die  George  a day  earlier.  wrong  with  the  economy  and 


in  its  first  auction  of  securi-  measured  words  suggest  a 
ties  designed  to  shield  inves-  degree  of  concern  about  the 


Nevertheless.  Greenspan's  what  might  be  done  to  put  it 
easured  words  suggest  a right 


Mr  Blair  judged  his  audi- 


by  the  9 per  cent  appreda-  raise  interest  Interest  rates  in  December  according  to  £500  million  in  December  tors  from  inflation  while  sustainability  of  the  US  up-  ence  just  right  He  accepted 

tlon  of  the  pound  In  the  was  “finely  balanced”.  Any  figures  released  yesterday  after  rising  by  £4.2  billion  shrinking  the  cost  of  govern-  swing.  Current  growth  of  3 many  of  the  reforms  of  the 

final  three  months  of  1996.  rise  in  rates  to  prevent  by  the  Bank  of  England.  the  previous  month.  ment  borrowing.  per  cent  could,  given  the  low  1980s,  but  said  there  were  new 


per  cent  could,  given  the  low  1980s,  but  said  there  were  new 
level  of  unemployment  trig-  challenges  that  government 


Lang 

blocks 

French 

water 

takeover 


ger  rising  wage  demands. 

However,  the  Fed  has  ag- 
gressively used  the  current 


and  business  could  tackle 
together. 

Mr  Heseltine  got  it  all 


cycle  to  experiment  with  the  wrong.  A little  humility  from 
idea  that  the  non-accelerating  a government  that  has  pre- 
inflation  rate  of  unemploy-  sided  over  two  crippling 
ment  (naira)  could  be  much  recessions  and  one  unsustain- 
lower.  than  most  policymak-  able  boom  would  not  have 
ers  care  to  admit  It  is  partly  gone  amiss, 
doe  to  the  success  of  the 

Greenspan  trials  that  Bill  

Clinton  has  been  returned  so  ETamKa  fin  ns 
easily  to  the  White  House.  ■ ^ 

chairman  may  be  becoming  \ A football  dubs 

slightly  queasy  about  devel-  \f\/ ar?  ^^ng  over  them- 
opments  in  the  financial  stop  Jjz  ^ se!je^  to  comc  to  the 
of  the  economy.  Even  though  stock  market,  and  investors 
the  US  appears  to  be  avoiding 
a British-style  house  price 

boom,  the  Fed  has  become  in-  S^(?liL£f,nlnd*r  * 
creasingly  concerned  about  w5£?llS2Jr%*. 


: asset  prices  — noticeably 

mcfwaa  Banmatar those  on  Wall  Street  where 

the  increase  in  share  values 

THE  Trade  and  Industry  has  been  breathtaking  and 
Secretary,  Ian  Lang,  has  led,  as  Greenspan  noted, 
yesterday  blocked  a to  “an  enormous  further  ao- 
French  attempt  to  take  over  cretian  of  net  worth”. 

Mid  Kent  Holdings,  the  Such  asset  price  increases, 
water  supplier,  in  a move  which  lead  people  to  feel  they 
which  will  discourage  for-  are  better  off  result  in  a 
ther  consolidation  within  wealth  effect  This  stimulates  , 
foe  Industry.  equity  withdrawal,  greater  | 

Mr  r^mg  backed  a Monop- 
olies and  Mergers  Conunis- 


With  every  stock  market 
bubble  there  are  casualties 
and  Mill  wall  looks  to  be  a 
hpnifh  warning  tor  anyone 
considering  shares  in  football 
clubs  or,  for  that  matter,  in 
Singer  & Friedlander’s  new 
football  fund. 

Supporters  of  the  sector 
rightly  point  out  that  shares 
in  top-flight  clubs  like  Man- 
chester United  or  Newcastle 
United  are  surefire  invest- 
ments, backed  by  prospects 


Mr  Lang  backed  a Monop-  borrowing  and  rising  spend-  u 

olies  and  Mergers  Conupis-  ing  — all  of  which  have  P™®1**** 

slon  report  which  said  the  longer-run  inflationary  conse-  w ^ and 

takeover  would  be  against  quences.  sponsorship  deals, 

the  public  interest  as  it  The  likelihood  is  that  the  * ™P°ssi“e  to  nmke  a 
would  harm  regulation.  Fed  will  seek  to  squeeze  mini*  *°T,  MiUwaH, 

He  backed  the  arguments  of  the  excess  out  of  the  US  wmcb 15  “ought  to  be  on  the 
of  Ian  Byatt,  the  Industry  economy,  hoping  to  let  it 
regulator,  that  the  pro-  down  gently.  However,  so  sen- 
posed  £46  million  takeover  si  tive  are  global  markets  to 


quences. 

The  likelihood  is  that  the 
Fed  will  seek  to  squeeze  mini* 
erf  the  excess  out  of  the  US 


economy,  hoping  to  let  it  of  launching  «s  second 

down  gently.  However,  so  sen-  nghts  issue  in  just  under  five 


by  .General  Utilities  and  any  sign  of  a shudder  in  the 
Saur  Water  Services  would  US  economic  machine  that 
significantly  reduce  his  even  a short  series  of  quarter 
ability  to  compare  industry  point  upward  moves  in  the 


performance. 


federal  funds  rate  might  be 


tlon  of  the  industry  was 
underpinned  by  a system  of 
comparative  competition. 
This  forced  companies  to 

...  ...  ...  make  efficiencies  and 

^ hi  ■^gi'ST...  ..-»■■■  ■■  " maintain  downward  pres- 

Sun  derland,  home  of  thePrimera,  has  won  a £215  million  investment  project  worth  3,500 jobs  from  other  Nissan  plants  photograph:  stuart  oui  tbude  sure  on  consumer  prices. 

Tnp  MMC.  said,  had 

_ m m m ■ mm  m ■ m _■  concluded  that  the  take- 

I Itv  WTm  over  by  two  companies 


Mr  Lang  said  that  regula-  enou^i  to  brad  off  the  glob^ 
tlon  of  the  industry  was  bull  market 


Hezza  blunder 


Nissan  jobs  lift  for  Sunderland 


TO* 

| be] 
I he 


ONY  Blair  could  hardly 
believe  his  hick.  There 
he  was,  using  all  his 


years. 

Since  floating  in  1989. 
shares  in  Mlllwall  have 
proved  to  be  just  as  unpleas- 
ant as  the  stereotypical  eve- 
ning in  file  company  of  that 
Club’s  fens,  plummeting  sinra* 
MOlwalTs  relegation  from  the 
old  First  Division  in  1990. 

Mlllwall  made  mistakes 
along  the  way  — such  as  an 
ill-feted  foray  into  pubs  just 
as  (he  recession  bit  — but  by 
and  large,  the  shares  have 
remained  unattractive  be- 
cause of  the  team's  fortunes 


tanKbis 

ISSAN,  the  Japanese 
car  maker,  gave  a 
huge  vote  of  confi- 
dence to  the  British 
car  industry  yesterday,  as  it 


attractiveness  as  a world  I mad?  in  Japan,  and  will  be  Ian  Gibson,  chief  executive  sions  on  a 25-year  business  on 
rtacc  manufacturing  built  alongside  the  existing  of  Nissan  Motor  Manutoctur-  the  possibility  of  a change  of 


which  border  Mid  Kent’s 

area  would  prejudice  Mr  JJ®1 1 ' ^ 

Byatfs  ability  to  make  the  has,so“e 

necessary  comparisons.  constructive  proposals  for 

caaaaa  economic  Ills. 


powers  of  persuasion  to  con--  on  the  pitch. 

vtnee  a business  conference  bfillwall  fans  may  still  sing 


However  Nissan  empha-  Micra  and  Primers  models  to  ing  UK,  said  Sunderland  had  government,  he  said.  "Who 
steed  it  was  not  at  compete  against  the  Vauxhall  won  the  project  in  the  fece  of  knows  what  legislature  will 

the  nrosnect  of  a Labour  gov-  Astra,  Volkswagen  Golf  and  competition  from  other  Nis-  be  around  in  2010?  We’re  talk- 
emmentor  the  possibility  of  Ford  Escort  in  the  fiercely-  san  plants  by  proving  itself  to  ing  very  longterm 
SffiidQPtW  pScies  like  fought  mar t 8 


a ™iw<mum  wage,  the  social 


announced  the  creation  of  chapter  or  single  cureency. 


3^00  jobs  as  part  erf  a £215  mil- 
lion investment  at  Its  Sunder- 
land plant.  . . 


Nissan,  which  said  it  would 


not  be  receiving  any  govern-  ment  in  Sunderland  to  £L5 
ment  assistance  or  incen-  billion  — would  create  800 


fought  family  market  be  one  of  the  world's  most 

In  all,  Nissan  said  the  cost-effective  car  producers, 
launch  of  the  new  model  — both  in  terms  of  productivity 
which  brings  its  total  invest-  and  efficiency, 
ment  in  Sunderland  to  £L5  Dismissing  suggestions 
billion  — would  create  800  that  the  possibility  of  a 


the  possibility  of  a change  of  water  to  more  than  500.000 
government,"  he  said.  "Who  people  in  Kent  and  East 
knows  what  legislature  will  Sussex,  has  spent  about 
be  around  in  2010?  We’re  talk-  £2  rmTiirm  fighting  the  bid 
lug  very  long  term.’’  approach  — equivalent  to  a 

Meanwhile,  in  a separate  sixth  of  last  year's  pre-tax  ! 


“No-one  likes  os,  we  don’t 
care’,  but  if  NatWest  — the 
club's  banker  — doesn't  like 
them,  they  may  well  be  made 
to  care. 


development  yesterday, 
Shropshire-based  firm  Hall 


profits. 

Geoff  Baldwin,  its  chief 


hist  davs  after  552!  vM  rate  tbff  Jobs  in  jobs  at  the  plant,  with  a ftn>  change  of  govermnent  c»uld 


L300  jobs  at  its  Halewood 
plant  on  Merseyside,  was  wel- 
comed by  Trade  Secretary  lam 
Lang  os  evidence  of  Britain's 


**C”  oincg  family  car  goes  into  component  suppliers.  An 
production!  other  1,300  jobs  wdl  go  to  sup 


The  car  will  replace  tbe  Al-  puera  m uermauij 
meire.  which  is  currently  Belgium  and  Spain. 


other  1^00  jobs  wifi  go  to  sup-  that  competitiveness  had 
pliers  in  Germany,  France,  been  the  main  factor.  “You 


can’t  go  taking  strategic  deci- 


Ethos  of  pride  the  key  as  cars  replace  coal 


Pfc'lER  HETHUERINGTON  looks  behind 
a remarikable  rewivsl  on  the  Wear 


ters  to  wage  negotiations.  As  from  car  seats  to  exhausts 
such,  he  often  mixes  with  the  and  plastic  trim  components 


Engineering  announced  the  executive,  said  the  pro- 
creation of  more  than  100  jobs  posed  bid  had  been  "an  ex-  ; 
from  a new  £17.5  million  joint  tensive  and  exhaustive  dis- 
venture  with  Japanese  group  traction**. 

Takao  Kinzokn  Kogyo  to  pro-  Mid  Kent  would  now 
duce  components  tor  Honda  press  ahead  with  restrno- 
at  the  group's  automobile  luring  plans  to  improve  ef- 
compon.en.ts  operation  at  fleieucy  still  further,  he 
Gloucester.  said.  The  workforce,  which  i 

was  cut  by  21  per  cent  to 
" 350  in  1993,  would  be 

— __  I reduced  by  a further  5 per 

f'fjQ  I cent,  preferably  by  volun- 
w W w w Ul  I tary  redundancy  or  natural 

wastage. 

Mid  Kent’s  share  price 
derland’s  image  has  changed,  yesterday  slipped  from 


Bank  finds  a way  to 
avoid  phone  bull 


When  the  bears  a£med  wit* 

phones  which  provide  the  lat- 

are  at  Dlav.  beware  ^ financla3  market  updates. 

^ J The  volunteers  have  not 

the  consequences  ]*en.d?0“ia  aV™adom- 

* Idea  is  to  keep  customers  who 

of  market  meltdown  act*Tdy  ma^fe.?heir 

merits  — switch  them  about  a 
lot  — fully  abreast  of  file  lat- 
IBlmr est  market  information. 

ty  Financial  Editor  * ^ oat 

_ to  create  a class  of  hyperac- 

tive insomniacs  glued  to  the 
ORMAN  Lamont  la-  tiny  green  screens  of  their 
belled  them  one  of  the  mobile  phones.  The  infbrma- 
scourges  of  modern  tion,  which  for  now  will  be 
Without  them,  he  said,  delivered  free,  will  be  short 
would  be  safer,  restau-  and  sharp  (aren't  all  the  best 
quieter.  Nothing,  how-  one-liners?)  and  most  of  it  is 
las  been  able  to  halt  the  likely  to  be  broadcast  in  the 
mobile  telephones.  early  part  of  the  trading  day. 

t the  leading  Dutch  The  concept  is  hardly  phit 
U3N  Amro  has  come  up  anthropic.  ABN  Amro  hopes 
a new  twist  It  has  that  it  will  persuade  custom- 
Ited  5,000  volunteers  ers  to  trade  more  often,  using 
ia  file  one  of  the  won-  the  bank’s  paid-for  services  In 
rf  modern  technology,  the  process. 


Mark  Milner 
Deputy  Financial  Editor 


Fresh  from  the  trim  and 
chassis  section  of  Nis- 
san’s giant  snaking  as- 
sembly  line,  Kevin  Reah  con- 
trasted the  peaks  and  troughs 
of  Britain’s  motor  industry.  1 
don’t  know  foe  FOrd  situa- 
tion, but  we  have  done  foe 
right  thing  here,’*  he  said. 
"We  are  sending  out  a strong 
message  that  there  is  still 
growfoin  this  region  andfoat 
we  have  the  right  workforce 
to  bring  investment.** 

The  local  promotional _ agen- 


chief  executive  of  Nissan  UK,  are  made  by  subcontractors 
Ian  Gibson,  who  ironically  an  the  Nissan  site,  where  the 

worked  for  Ford  at  Halewood  Primers  and  Micra  models 

and  Saarlouls  in  Germany  be-  are  assembled 


hroueht  into  question  with  and  saariouis  u Germany  oe-  areassemwea 
STInnoiSeme^of  WOO  fore  moving  to  Nissan.  "We’re  hying  to  get  away 

redundancies,  the  scale  of  the  “There  Is  a strong  ethos  of  from  the  flat  cap  and  whippet 

5SSST^i^reS>an-  pride  here,”  said  31-year-old  image  of  this  area  jrith  new 
icmolam  surprised  even  foe  Kevin.  “The  key  to  getting  industries."  says  29-year-old 
at  the  Sun-  these  extra  joteis  hard  work  Peter  Itobln^  a team  leader 
/teHanrtrrtsnt  — and  the  workforce  are  very  In  charge  of  20  staff  on  the 

Asa  member  (rf  the  manu-  proud  of  that  Hopefully  this  chassis  line,  who  has  worked 
ffirturinu  staff—  there  are  of-  is  a signal  to  Other  Indus-  m Nissan  for  more  than  rune 
flciaHy  no  workers  here  — tries."  years.  “The  lads  give  110  per 

Kerin  who  Joined  foe  com-  With  4400  people  working  cent  berause  the  more  we  put 
SmMO  vearsago.  Is  In  a piv-  at  foe  11-year-oM  complex,  into  it  the  more  we  get  out  of 

SS^KiSatNissanl  He  is  few  doubt  that  the  additional  fofiPjanL  . _ . 

OWl  pOSlUOOai u,  arm  afaff  nporinl  to  hnild  an  'Witii  all  traces  of  shlnhnild- 


d plastic  trim  csomponents  A £20  million  soccer  stadium  635p  to  575p. 
a made  by  sub-contractors  is  emerging  on  foe  site  of  the 
the  Nissan  site,  where  the  city’s  last  colliery,  while  HM|| 
lmera  anr^  Micra  models  work  is  starting  nearby  on  a 
? assembled  specialist  glass  centre  and  HMuM 

"We’re  trying  to  get  away  workshops,  building  on  a long 
an  the  flat  cap  and  whippet  glassmaking  tradition.  > 

age  of  this  area  with  new  But  Bryn  Sidaway,  leader  of  ^ 

iustries,"  says  29-year-old  Sunderland  City  Council,  - 

ter  Dobinson,  a team  leader  says  car-making  is  now  put-  ^ ^ 

charge  of  20  staff  on’  foe  ting  his  patch  on  the  map.  rr  j ^ 

Basis  line,  who  has  worked  "We  are  now,  without  doubt,  -m  t JZ=. 

Nissan  for  more  than  nins  the  automotive  centre  of  Brit-  * u j jj 
ire.  “The  lads  give  110  per  ain,”  he  insisted.  " / IJ  U,-_ 

it  because  the  more  we  put  Recently,  a local  crane-mak- 


N belled  them  one  of  the 
scourges  of  modern 
life.  Without  them,  he  said, 
roads  would  be  safer,  restau- 
rants quieter.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, has  been  able  to  bait  the 
rise  of  mobile  telephones. 

Now  the  leading  Dutch 
bank  ABN  Amro  has  come  up 
with  a new  twist  It  has 
recruited  5,000  volunteers 
and  via  the  one  of  the  won- 
ders of  modern  technology, 


Sne  bf  10  staffers  elected  to  800  staff  needed  to  build  an  With  all  traces  of  shlpbuild- 

tSf  l^strongwSpany  coun-  Escort-sized  mid-range  model  tog.  foe  mainstay  of  the  Sun- 
tnfi  Io-SUuub  , —.x.  «n  1 bw  ntTiar  pcnnnmv  until  10 


The  local  promoriomaagen-  ^ Sf^rST«n«iltative  will  create  up  to  i*5oo  other  derland  economy  untfi  10 
cies  couldn't  have  put  it  bet-  the  every  Jobs  in  Nissan  suppliers  lo-  years  ago,  mw  removed 

w-as  JSto  SS  ^ SllY-  Already  everything  ] foe  banks  of  foe  Wear.  Sun- 


into  It  the  more  we  get  out  of  ing  company  had  to  import 
the  plant."  workers  from  Austria  to  over- , 

With  all  traces  of  shipbuild-  come  a skills  shortage.  But 
tog,  the  mainstay  of  the  Sun-  Nissan  is  taking  no  chances, 
derland  economy  until  io  and  will  set  up  a training  pro- 
years  ago,  now  removed  from  gramme  with  the  local  train- 
foe  h»n\t*  of  foe  Wear,  Sun-  ing  and  enterprise  council. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  8ELL8 


Australis  108 
Austria  1&52 
Belgium  54.23 
Canada  2.174 
Cyprus  0.784 
Denmark  10.07 
Finland  7.83 


Franca  fl.865 
Germany  2. 635 
Greece  412,00 
Hong  Kona  12^8 
India  50.80 
Ireland  0996 
Israel  5 AC 


Italy  2,575 
Malta  0^0 
Nedtertbnds  2S63 
New  Zealand  2296 
Norway  10.395 
Portugal  283.00 
Saudi  Arabia  Oil 


■warn  229 
. South  Africa  7 J4 
Spain  219.60 
Sweden  11.63 
Setaartaiic  2295 

Turkey  182,800 
USA  1.62B 


Suppbvd  by  No iWwtt  Bank  lone biding  Indian  rvpor  and  hramU  ahokoO. 
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passes 

the 

buck 


• -_  • 


THE  board  of  Alvis,  the 
defiance  and  aerospace 
group,  has  no  policy  on 
the  ethics  of  supplying  ar- 
moured vehicles  to  Indone- 
sia, chairman  Nicholas 
Prest  told  yesterday's  agm 
in  London,  writes  David  Fair- 

haU.  That  was  the  Govern- 
ment's Job.  he  said,  and  he 
had  no  intention  of  trying 
to  second-guess  Whitehall 
The  Alvis  chairman  was 
responding  to  a ghaiiw^ 
from  Amnesty  Interna- 
-tional  us  and  the  Cam- 
paign -Against  the  Arms 
Trade,  to  justify  selling  fur- 
ther armoured  vehicles  to  a 
regime  accused  of  serious 
human  rights  violations, 
particularly  in  repressing 
the  people  of  East  Timor 
which  it  invaded  in  1975. 
Amnesty  has  called  on  the 
Government  to  revoke  the 
export  licence  covering  the 
latest  contract. 


STOP  THE 
GENOCIDE  IN 
EAST  TIMOR 


>re 


JSei 


OX7\ 

-2S1 

0197 


Protesters  make  their  point  outside  the  Savoy  Hotel  in  London  yesterday  about  human  rights  violations  as  people  arrive  for  the  Alvis  agm 


PHOTOGRAPH:  GARRY  WEASER 


Tube  sell-off  threat  fades 


llobeeca  Smfthers 
Political  Correspondent 


THE  chances  of  the 
privatisation  of 
London  Under- 
ground being  in- 
cluded In  the 
Tories’  general  election  mani- 
festo appeared  to  recede  yes- 
terday, after  it  emerged  that 
some  ministers  are  increas- 
ingly nervous  about  what 
they  now  fear  could  be  a vote- 
loser. 

The  Government’s  fears 
will  be  heightened  by  the  first 
stage  of  a new  “Save  Our 


Tube”  campaign  launched 
today  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  which  will  urge  all 
political  parties  to  put  an  end 
to  the  “immediate  Tube  cri- 
sis” by  committing  them- 
selves to  long-term,  consis- 
tent flmdlng  Of  the  cash- 
strapped  network. 

Amid  mounting  speculation 
at  Westminster  that  the 
Tories  could  include  the  con- 
troversial Tube  sell-off  in 
their  manifesto,  one  well- 
placed  Tory  said  yesterday: 
■“There  are  growing  fears  that 
this  could  be  one  too  Ear.  It  is 
fair  to  say  at  this  stage  that 
the  privatisation  of  social  ser- 


vices has  moved  to  the  front 
burner.” 

The  new  campaign  — ■ initi- 
ated by  the  business  organisa- 
tion London  First,  which  is 
headed  by  the  Tory  peer  Lord 
Sheppard  — Is  strongly  criti- 
cal of  the  “stop-start”  funding 
by  government  grant  which 
makes  London  Transport 
bosses  unable  to  plan  for  the 
long-term.  In  particular,  Lon- 
don First  is  worried  about  the 
growing  “managed  degrada- 
tion'' of  the  system,  triggered 
by  a sharp  reduction  in  fund- 
ing in  the  run-up  to  the  mil- 
lennium worsened  by  the 
need  to  fund  the  £280  million 


overspend  on  the  delayed  Ju- 
bilee Line  extension.  A sub- 
stantial backlog  of  under-in- 
vestment dating  back  more 
than  30  years  now  totals 
£1.2  billion  and  is  set  to 
worsen. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
London  Tube  Campaign  a 
document  prepared  by  Lon- 
don First  will  be  presented  to 
more  than  100  representatives 
from  London  councils,  trade 
associations  and  voluntary 
organisations,  outlining  the 
seriousness  of  the  Tube's  fir 
nancial  position  and  stressing 
its  importance  for  London's 
economy. 


The  launch  of  a high-profile 
public  campaign  win  follow 
in  March,  involving  posters 
and  leaflets  encouraging 
members  of  the  puhlic  to 
write  to  their  MPs  and  pro- 
spective parliamentary 
candidates. 

As  an  emergency  short- 
term measure.  London  First 
will  today  recommend  that 
the  Government  agrees  to 
release  money  from  the  Trea- 
sury contingency  reserve  to 
pay  for  file  Jubilee  Line  ex- 
tension overspend. 

It  also  recommends  that  LT 
be  allowed  to  borrow  money 
on  file  strength  of  its  own  bal- 


ance sheet  Other  options  in- 
clude a transport  infrastruc- 
ture fund  financed  by  a levy 
on  businesses,  and  changing 
the  status  of  LT  to  make  it 
more  independent  of  govern- 
ment 

There  is  little  detail  on  pri- 
vatisation. although  the  docu- 
ment does  not  rule  It  out  and 
claims  Hm*  LT  already 
the  powers  to  “franchise  out” 
individual  lines  by  contract- 
ing out  the  management 

It  also  warns  that  the  Gov- 
ernment's Private  Finance 
Initiative  is  an  inappropriate 
vehicle  to  meet  the  need  to 
renew  basic  infrastructure. 


Airbus  will  stick 
with  super-jumbo 
as  rival  retreats 


Simon  Bonis 
Industrial  Editor 


Horlick  ‘deal’  dealt  a blow!  Bankruptcies  hit  Japan 


Richard  Mile* 


NICOLA  Horlick  suf- 
fered a new  setback 
yesterday  in  her  cam- 
paign for  reinstatement  at 
Deutsche  Morgan  Grenfell 
when  a senior  official  in 
Frankfort  gave  his  backing 
to  the  London  office. 

Rolf  Brener,  who  takes 
over  as  chief  executive  of 
Deutsche  Bank  In  May, 
said:  “The  bets  are  dear. 
Mrs  Horlick  inflicted  dam- 
age on  the  bank  with  her 
attempt  to  poach  staff  and 
then  resigned.” 

Mr  Brener  said  Deutsche 
did  not  expect  to  go  to  court 
with  Ms  Horlick,  who  has 


threatened  to  sue  for  con- 
structive dismissal  if  a so- 
lution is  not  reached  this 
week. 

Ms  Horlick,  suspended 
last  Tuesday  as  head  of 
Morgan  Grenfell’s 
£18  billion  pension  fund' 
business,  denies  that  she  at- 
tempted to  persuade  up  to 
20  staff  to  defect  with  her  to 
rival  bank  ABN  Amro. 

Yesterday  ABN  Amro’s 
fund  management  arm 
reported  a 39  per  cent  In- 
crease in  ftmds  under  man- 
agement last  year  and  said 
it  would  consider  a big  UK 
acquisition  if  it  fitted  with 
its  strategy. 

The  Dutch  bank  denied  it 
tried  to  lore  staff  en  masse 


from  Morgan  Grenfell 
Asset  Management  and  de- 
clined to  comment  on 
reports  it  planned  to  back  a 
buyout  led  by  Ms  Horlick. 

Last  week,  Ms  Horlick 
flew  to  Frankfurt  and, 
after  meeting  Deutsche’s 
lawyer,  said  the  bank  had 
agreed  to  reinstate  her  or 
pay  compensation. 

Executives  in  London 
deny  agreement  was 
reached  refuse  to  meet 
Ms  Horlick  because  she  is 
no  longer  an  employee.  Yes- 
terday’s comments  by  Mr 
Brener  reinforce  that  posi- 
tion, though  Ms  Horiick’s 
lawyer  claims  to  have  held 
talks  with  the  fund  manag- 
er’s solicitor.  Fox  Williams. 


Charlotte  Demy 


BANKRUPT  Japanese 
firms  owed  a total  of 
nearly  800  billion  yen 
(£3  billion)  in  December  last 
year,  while  more  businesses 
are  set  to  fell  in  1997  as  the 
country’s  deep-seated  ecor 
nomic  problems  continue,  it 
was  revealed  today. 

Nearly  1,200  companies 
went  bust  in  the  last  month  at 
1996  and  the  amount  they 
owed  was  40  per  cent  higher 
than  in  December  1995,  ac- 
cording to  a report  from 
Tokyo  Commerce,  a private 
research  company. 

Overall,  numbers  of  bank- 
ruptcies were  down  LI  per 


cent  on  the  previous  year  but 
the  company  said  the  level 
was  stm  alarming. 

However,  market  commen- 
tators remained  sanguine.  Ge- 
rard Lyons,  rf  Japanese  bank 
DEB,  said  the  bankruptcies 
were  a palnM  symptom  of  the 
necessary  structural -changes 1 
working  their  way  through 
the  economy  as  the  govern- 
ment seeks  to  deregulate  Jar 
pan’s  consumer  markets. 


He  said  the  picture  over  the 
whole  of  1996  was  more  en- 
couraging, with  a 12.1  per 
cent  decline  on  overall  debt 
compared  to  the  previous 
year. 

' The  total  level  of  debt  was 
R iv  trillion  yen,  the  third 
largest  after  the  record  high 
of  9.24  trillion,  posted  In  1995. 
Some  14.834  businesses  failed 
in  1996,  a slight  decline  on  the 
previous  year. 


AIRBUS  Industrie  yester- 
day pledged  to  proceed 
with  its  plans,  for  a 
super-jumbo  capable  of  carry- 
ing up  to  700  passengers  after 
US  arch-rivals  Boeing  con- 
firmed that  it  was  shelving  its 
own  plans  to  stretch  the  747  in 
favour  of  developing  new  de- 
rivatives of  its  latest  twin-en- 
gined jets,  the  T77  and  the  767. , 
The  European  consortium, 
in  which  British  Aerospace 
has  a 20  per  cent  stake, 
refused  to  be  daunted  by  the 
Boeing  decision  and  ex- 
pressed confidence  that  it 
could  handle  the  development 
of  a new  generation  aircraft 
despite  the  technical  and  fi- 
nancial risks  attached  to  so 
biga  project 

“We  are  confident  the  A3XX 
will  meet  market  needs,”  an 
Airbus  spokesman  said.  “The 
signs  from  major  airlines 
working  with  us  on  shaping 
the  ASXX  are  definitely  en- 
couraging;” 

The  consortium,  whose 
three  othra;  partners  are  Aero- 


spatiale of  Fiance,  Dasa  of 
Germany  and  Casa  of  Spain, 
suggested  foe  Boeing  decision 
revealed  a key  vulnerability  in 
its  product  line-up  — that  the 
end  of  the  line  had  come  for 
the  747  airframe  designed  in 
foe  1960s.  “Airlines  want  to  Dy 
into  the  21st  century  feeing 
forward,  not  backwards,"  the 
spokesman  said  pointedly. 

Boeing  currently  has  a mo- 
nopoly in  the  large  aircraft 
sector  and  has  previously  en- 
thusiastically canvassed  air- 
line support  for  an  even  big- 
ger aircraft 

It  too,  has  studied  a totally 
new  aircraft,  hut  last  autumn 
made  It  clear  it  would  concen- 
trate on  producing  *two  new 
versions  of  its  existing  jumbo 
jet  the  747-500  and  the  747-600 
carrying  490  and  420  passen- 
gers respectively  over  1W00 
and  8*500  miles. 

But  Boeing  said  that  it  saw 
a limited  market  for  such 
planes  with  some  10  airlines 
buying  perhaps  only  470  air- 
craft capable  of  carrying  500 
passengers.  It  had  weighed 
this  against  a $7  billion  (£4J2 
billion)  bill  to  develop  the 
new  derivatives. 


MJN 


MJN  performance  systems  based  on  BM  P266+ 
processors  and  new  systems  based  on  Wei  Pentium* 
processors  wflh 


Somerfield  in 


News  in  brief 


eighties  trap 


Bill  endangers 
share  bonanzas 


Outlook 


Roger  Cowe 


SOMERFIELD.  the  un- 
loved supermarket 
group  once  known  as 
Gateway,  yesterday  produced 
its  first  results  since  last 
summer's  flotation.  The  pre- 
tax profits  for  the  half  year 
were  almost  bang  on  the  ex- 
pected £55  million,  a thump- 
ing 27  per  cent  increase,  and 
the  company  paid  its  first 
dividend.  So  far,  so  good. 

But  it  Is  still  semi  as  an 
also-ran.  Tesco  provided  a 
sharp  contrast  on  Monday 
and  Sainsbury  is  likely  to  on 
Friday.Tesco  reported  8 per 
cent  rales  growth  in  compara- 
ble stores  over  the  months  up 


,ifj  Stock  market  vatoe  esosm  u 
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Somerfield  Pood  Other  3 

■ part  gj 


to  Christmas.  Yesterday  So- 
merfield said  its  sales  had 
grown  by  less  than  2 per  cent 
in  Its  half  year.  That  is  more 
than  accounted  for  by  price 
increases*  so  sales  volumes 
are  down. 

Somerfield  is  a legacy  of 
rash  acquisitions  in  the  1980s, 
which  left  a collection  of 
brands  and  store  formats 
loosely  gathered  under  foe 
Gateway  name.  Gateway  is 
being  phased  out  In  favour  of 
Somerfield,  but  there  are  still 
150  shops  waiting  to  be  con- 
verted or  sold,  and  28  hyper- 
1 markets  trading  limply  as 
! Fbod  Giant  discount  stores. 

FOod  Giant  and  the  Gate- 
way rump  are  disastrous  bur- 
dens. The  Somerfield  stores 
are  doing  much  better,  but 
the  conversions  complicate 
the  picture.  Sales  are  lost  dur- 
ing conversion,  then  there  is 
a huge  uplift  under  the  new 
1 banner:  16  or  17  per  cent  And 
since  the  average  sales  in- 
crease In  this  chain  was  only 
4.3  per  cent  In  the  half  year, 
the  early  conversions  must  be 
losing  rales  even  after  just  a 

Frank  Davidson,  an  analyst 
with  James  Capel,  said:  “It's 
like  filling  up  a bucket  with  a 
great  big  hole  In  the  bottom.” 

There  is  a minority  view  in 
the  City  that  this  is  all  very 
unfeir  on  Somerfield  chief  ex- 
ecutive David  Simons,  who 
has  extracted  the  company 
from  its  1980s  debt  legacy,  and 
who  yesterday  promised  in- 
vestment in  foe  brand  to  fuel 
further  growth  once  foe  con- 
version process  finishes. 

- Nobody  expects  Somerfield 
to  achieve  Tesco  levels.  So 
long  as  its  costs  and  capital 
investment  are  lower,  it 
doesn’t  need  to.  The  question 
Is  whether  it  can  avoid  con- 
tinued attrition,  once  there  Is 
no  further  bonus  from 
conversions. 

Andrew  Fowler  of  UBS  be- 
lieves not,  and  cites  a slow- 
down in  sates  and  profit 
growth  between  the  first  and 
second  quarters  as  evidence. 
On  this  view,  Somerfield  can- 1 
not  escape  its  legacy. 


BUILDING  society  windfalls  will  come  under  threat  tomorrow 
when  Douglas  French,  Tory  MP  for  Gloucester,  introduces  a 
private  member’s  bill  which  could  dramatically  boost  foe 
numbers  who  qualify  for  free  share  bonanzas.  The  bill,  which 
primarily  aims  to  enfranchise  disabled  savers  who  have  been 
unjustly  disqualified  from  foe  giveaways,  could  enable  all 
tmsteeaccounts  to  receive  free  shares.  This  could  increase  by 
10  per  coat  the  numbers  receiving  bonuses — slashing  the 
amount  paid  to  each  member. — Teresa.  Hunter 


The  Best  Choice 
For  The  Latest 
Technology 
Sen  ice  & Value 


MMX™  Technology 


MM  high  performance  systems  feature  the  latest  Intel 
166MHz  Pentwn*  processors  with  MMX™  technok®'  and 
high  speed  IBM  P166+  processes  to  provide  you  with  the 
utfrnate  performance.  These  systems  include  32/ufo  EDO 
RAM,  fast  33.6  modems,  targe  15*  or  17*  screens,  fast 
21Gb  haul  dteks  end  tuWbature  8 speed  muMmedb.  Our 
h&iest  performance  P166+ IX  model  also  Includes 
SounCBtfastBr  32  wavetaUe  sound,  ATI  SDRAM  gaphics, 
512k  burst  cache  and  premium  speakers. 


21GbtC 

256k  Cache 
33.6  Modem  ' i 


EU  loan  for  Cardiff 


THE  £25  billion  Cardiff  Bay  regeneration  project  was  boosted 
yesterday  with  a £55  millian  European  Investment  Bank  loan 
towards  building  a glass  component  factory  which  will  eventu- 
ally employ 750.  The  loan  brings  total  E2B  lending  to  Wales to 
£255  mfllion  In  just  12  months.  The  bank  is  the  EtTs  long  term 
fhumce  house.  The  £55  million  goes  to  Ocean  Technical  Glass,  a 
joint  venture  between  Japan’s  Nippon  Electric  Glass  and  Ger- 
many's Schott  Glaswerke,  to  help  finance  building  a fectory  at 
Ocean  Park.  Cardiff  which  win.  produce  glass  components  for 
television  sets  and  other-monitors.  EIB  president  Sir  Brian  Unwin 
said  the  new  plant  would  make  components  that  are  now  being . 
imported,  enhance  the  local  network  of  high  technology  enter- 
prises and  improve  Cardiffs  hopes  of  attracting  similar  invest- 
ment— David  Gow 
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17"  Scram  nwMa  era  £235  (£200  + v*T)f«tra. 


MJN  Offers  End  31st  Janaary 


Thera  MM  systarns  coma  Mti  b mn0!  of  software  mckJdng  our  10 
toodtntCO  mftknede  Odra 


400 jobs  delivered 


PARCELPORCE.  the  loss-making  package  carrier  arm  of  the  Post 
Office,  is  today  expected  to  announce  an  £80  mill  inn  Investment  to 
build  a UK  distribution  centre  in  foe  Midlands.  The  development 
win  create 400 jobs  and  safeguard  another  300  posts  at  Coventry 
airport  through  foe  expected  increase  in  freight  traffic.  Warwick 
district  council  is  repeated  to  have  granted  outline  planning 
permission  forfoe  scheme  in  return  for  environmental  improve- 
ments to  the  airports  neighbouring  village. — Celia  Weston 


Meat  plant  for  Wales 

A FACTORY  investment  to  be  announced  today  is  expected  to 
bring 600 jobs  to  a South Wales  unemployment  Wadsspot  and 

boostthehard^ressed  Welsh  farming  industry.  The  meat  pro- 
cessing plant  being  established  by  Cornwall-based  St  Merryn 
Meat,  one  cf  the  UK’s  leading  meat  processing  firms,  at  Dawlais 
near  Merthyr  Tydfil,  will  buy  in  beifand  lamb  than Welsh  . 
livestock  producers  for  supply  to  anatioual  supermarket  rfuun. 
— David  Gow 


Met  166MHz  RsnQum  processor  with  MUX”  Technoto& 
(P266MX  mode!)  or  8S6  P168+  processor  manufactured  by 
IBM  (P166-I- and  P166+ TX  modete) 

32M)  EDO  RAM.  (Remember  a 32Mb  P106+  tysem  yields  tar 
UeUa  pafoimance  men  a 16Mb  P2Q0  system) 

'2hfib  enhanced  BE  hard  dbk 
33.6  V34+  BAST  iramM  modem 
8 (peed  CD-ROM  dfte 
35~  or  ir  SVGA  OJSBdp  screens 
2S6K  ptpatae  burst  cache 

64-bB  Ints&atad  papfucs  (uses  up®  2Mb  system  RAM) 

16-btt  starto  sornd 
PC  Joystick 

TM*i  stereo  specter  system 
7 bay  mtt  tower  case 

Stand®!)  ports  Jndudfog  PS/2  mouse,  2 fast  aerial,  parallel  and 
joystick 

3J5"  floppy  drte,  PS/2  mouse  and  105  keyboard 


Microsoft  Windows  95 

Laos  Snan&Ae  96,  ftessMxks,  Desfewate. 

Homwtse  pre-loaded 

QiicKen  v5  muRsnetfia  CD  finance  pack 

stsa  Includes  muHmeda  tides  designed  for 
Tecfmatoac  The  IBamate  Human  Body  3.  Space  Station 
Salutation,  3rd  Dfcnansion  and  Tmateties  of  Tactrafc^y. 


NBhrOpSn 

■ Epson  StyOa  Cctour  200  MgSE  printer  J 


(£309+ VAT) 


Allied  Irish  in  US  deal 


R366-4-  TX  model  also  contains  532k  pipstos  bust  cachet 
Soundbbfiter  32  wmeUtte  sound  cant,  All  2Mb  SCRAM 
graphics,  premium  lSw  speakers  and  nfleroptone 


* 9«i 


ALUED  Irish  Banks,  foe  Dublin-based  bank  often  seen  as  a 

potential  predator  in  the  UK  financial  services  sector,  last  night 

unveiled  a $L36bQUon  (£818  million)  takeover  of  a small  Ameri- 
can bank.  Dauphin  Deposit  Corporation,  by  its  own  US  subsid- 
iary. Fh^  Maryland  CkMp,  which  yesterday  reported  earnings  rf 
$1322  million  last  year,  will  acquire  Pennsylvante-based  Dauphin 
which  has2700empfoyees.  AIB  expects  cost  savings  of  up  to 

S4S  mflHnn  wTfbhi  tronyoarg  ia  nppmvHd  by  sharehold- 
er ami  Irifo  and  US  regulators. —■  David  Gw  j 


01  282  777  555 


^ Telephone  sales  lines  are  open  Monday- Friday  9.00am -7.00pm.  Saturday  9.00am  - 5 00nm 

MJN  Technology  Lamed,  Granville  House,  Blackburn  Rd,  Stanonstone.  Burnley.  Lance,  BB13  7OT  t*.  oiaa  1 
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to  impress  layers 


Chris  Hawkins 


^g^ANMARTINO 
^^^^retained  his  unbeaten 
^^^■reoord  over  timber 
^■^but  was  pushed  out  to 
16-1  for  the  Smurfit  Champion 
Hurdle  by  Ladbrokes  after  a 
workmanlike  victory  al 
Leicester  yesterday.  - 

Having  only  his  second  run, 
be  beat  the  unraced  High  In 
The  Clouds  by  a length  and  a 
half  with  Mooaax  four 
lengths  away  third,  but  it  was 
not  the  effortless  cruise  ex- 
pected of  a hurdler  bound  for 
the  top, 

Adrian  Maguire  was  never 
worse  than  sixth  on  Samnar- 
tlno.  who  matched  strides  for 
much  of  the  way  with 
Moeaoax,  and  after  m»wng 
ground  easily  approaching 
foe  second  last  it  looked  to  be 
a question  of  just  how  for  he 
..would  win. 

Unlike  at  Kempton.  how- 
ever, where  he  made  such  a 


spectacular  debut,  the  . accel- 
eration was  far  from 
startling,  . 

True,  he  was  well  enough 
on  fop  at  foe  line  but  one  w»n 
ftnaglnp  the  current  cham- 
pion - Collier  Bay  or  Large 
Action  w«*iring  aside  this  nov- 
ice opposition  without  com- 
ing off  the  bit. 

Sanmartino  jumps  well  con- 
sidering his  lack  of  experi- 
ence and  can  only  improve  in 
that  department  If  his  Flat 
race  speed  can  be  conserved 
he  wIU  make,  a decent  hurdler 
but  it  Is  hard  to  see  hf™ 
following  In  the  footsteps  of 
Alderbrook  and  Royal  Gait. 

Alan  King,,  representing 
trainer  David  Nicholson, 
commented:  "hn  delighted  by 
that  and  he’ll  have  one  or  pos- 
sibly two  more  runs  before 
Cheltenham  Adrian  says  foe 
great  thing  about  hhn  is  that 
he  loves  the  game.” 

Maguire  said:  “It  rode  like  a 
very  good  race.  He  was  good 
at  the  last  when  things  got  a 


Pipe  can  double  up  again 


Martin  pipe,  who 
landed  a double  yester- 
day, and  Is  a distance  dear 
of  his  rivals  in  the  jump 
trainers*  table  this  season 
with  117  winners,  should 
be  good  for  another  pair  at 
Lingfield  this  afternoon, 
writes  Chris  Hawkins. 

Tony  McCoy,  who  looks 
increasingly  likely  to  be- 
come Pipe’s  official  stable 
jockey,  will  be  aboard  the 
Pipe  duo.  Tread  The  Boards 
and  Theme  Arena. 

Tread  The  Boards  (2.10), 


who  was  wen  backed  when 
puffing  up  last  time  out, 
could  recoup  the  losses  in 
the  Moat  Selling  Hurdle;. 

Theme  Arena  (3.10)  has 
been  running  well  and  can 
return  to  winning  form  in 
the  Keep  Novice  Handicap 
Hurdle  where  she  looks 
reasonably  treated  with 
lost  61b. 

If  Sedgefield  survives  an 
early  morning  inspection, 
course  specialist  Troodos 
(3.00)  will  be  hard  to  beat 
the  Acropola  Hurdle. 


bit  tight  and  he  pricked  his 
ears  and  quickened  nicely.” 

Moonax,  the  1994  St  Leger 
winner,  has  now.  been  beaten 
cm  both:  his  hurdling  attempts 
and  has  been  pushed  out  to 
GO-1  for  the  Champion.  He 
looks  too  slow  to  win  over  two 
miles  and  if  he  has  a future  at 
the  winter  game  it  is  surely 
over  longer  distances. 

One  Man  will  face  a maxi- 
mum of  seven  opponents  In 
Saturday’s  Pillar  Investments 
Chasq  at  Cfaettenhani.  which 
was  reopened  after  attracting 
only,  six  runners  at  th&  five 
day  entry  stage. 

Coon>e  Hiti  is  «mw»y  the 
possibles -bat  is  considered 
doubtful  by  trainer  Walter 
Dennis  jtfho  is  worried  about 
his  eight-year-old's  handicap 
mark.  *Tf  he  ran  well  against 


1 


One  Man  he  could  get  lumps 
more  weight  in  the  future,” 
said  Dennis  who  is  now  fa- 
vouring' the  Agfa-  Chase  at 
Sandown  a week  later  for  his 
Hannessy  winner. 

.Barton  Bank,  Challenger  du 
Luc,  Dextra  Dove,  Yorkshire 
Rail*  Martfwrviek  arid  den 
Mirage  make-up  foe  Pillar 
Chase  entries. 

The  race,  over  three  miles 
and  a fUrlmtg,  will  be  One 
Man’s  final  attempt  to  prove 
that  he  can  reproduce  his  im- 
peccable park  course  form  at 
Cheltenham.  If  he  fails  (as  he 
has  done  in  two  previous 
runs’ hare)  Gordon  Richards, 
his  trainer,  says  a second 
Gold  Cup  attempt  Is  doubtful. 

Maguire  has  decided  not  to 
pursue  his  appeal  against  foe 
six-day  ban  handed  out  by  foe 
Kempton  stewards  for  irre- 
sponsible riding  last 
Saturday. 
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Sandblast  - - . AS-IS  (left),  with  Jason  Weaver  riding,  on  their  way  to  victory  on  the 
all-weather  conrse  at  Lingfield  yesterday  photograph:  fham<  baron 


Sport  in  brief 


Holders  Wigan  lose 
taste  for  seven-up 


WIGAN  anndtaiced  yesterday  that  they  wfll  not  deltodthfi 
Middlesex  Sevens  fitle  they  won  in  1996,  writes  John  Huxley. 
The  decision  was  announced  from  the  Rugby  League  headquar- 
tere  In  Leeds,  indicating  that  the  i&a-side  code  wants  to  dis- 
tance itself  ftam’unton  after  the  initial  fraternisation  of 1996. 
Jack  Robinson;  Wigan’s  chairman,  said:  “In  many  ways  we 

regret  not  being  able  to  defend  the  title  but  we’re  faced  with  a 
most  intense  programme  in  1997.”  Meanwhile  foe  winger  Abl 
Ekoku  was  trying  to  extricate  himself  from  a four-year  contract 
with  union’ s piacfcbeath  to  resume  his  Super  League  career.  He 
has  been  registered  as  a player  with  Bradford  Bulls  for  this 
summer  but  3 


Britons  ©ut.loose 


BRITAIN’S  Madka  Humphreys.  20.  and  PhDip  Askew.  23,  made 
their  first  appearance  at  the  European  Figure  Skating  Chnmplan- 
ships  in  Paris,  taking  part  in  the  two  ccanpulsory  dances,  the 
golden  wabz  and  foe Yankee  polka,  and  finishing  the  section  in 
joint  13th,  writes  MoBy  SwitekatBercy. 


Merricks  gets  in  trim 


MEMBERS  rffoeBrttisb  team  for  tbe  Admiral’s  Cup  in  July 
made  an  encouraging  start  to  the  Key  West  race week.  writesBob 
Fisher  tn  Florida.  John  Merricks  anti  Ian  Walker,  foe  Olympic  470 
silver  medaHiste. were  third  inBradamaate  intheMumm36dass 
won  by  Tom  Roche’s  Jameson.  Andy  Beadsworth,  the  Olympic 
Snl  mg  hpfrmgmnn,  was  second  in  the  IMS  Class  2. 


Kamsky  protest  move 

GATA  KAMSKY,  the  United  States  NO.  1 who  was  born  in  Russia, 
yesterday  announced  his  retirement  at  22  in  what  he  calleda 
pyry^agafogt  rheas  powashlnclriTig  his  path  to  foe  world  ttfle, 
writes  Leonard  Burden.  Kamsky  attacked  foe  world  top  two  Garry 
Kasparov  and  Anatoly  Karpov,  and  foe  Fide  president  Klrsan 

JyimdltoOV,  frw  arranglnglfaig  year's  TCvK  championship  unffl- 

cation  match.  “Die  situation  in  top  chess  is  this  group  has 
usurped  all  power,”  he  claimed.  Last  year  Kamsky  foiled  in  a 
match  Challenge  fnr  Karpov’s  Fide  title,  and  earlier  he  was 
eliminated  from  the  knockout  series  to  challenge  Kasparov. 


Not  enough  Towers  power 


THE  London  Towers  spoiled  Autodor  Saratov’s  perfect  home 
record  In  basketball’s  European  Cup  this  season,  hut  the 68-68  tie 
left  the  English  champions  five  points  short  afaplace  in  the  last 
36,  writes  Robert  Pryce.  Joe  Hooks  led  their  scoring  with  21  points. 
The  Towers  led  by  five  before  Danny  Lewis  picked  up  a technical 
foul  for  disputing  a referee's  decision,  then  hit  the  Russian  League 
leaders  with  a 15-3  second-half  burst  that  put  them  two  points 
ahead,  but  Saratov  survived. 


Lingfield  card  with  guide  to  the  form 
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• Blinkered  for  the  first  time- — LINGFIELD:  2.10  Supergold; 
2.40  Parliamentarian,  Sophie  May;  3.10  Hawanafa. 
SEDGEFIELD:  4.00  Flaming  Hope,  Gaotby  Henpecked. 
WOLVERHAMPTON:  1.50  Balinsky,  Ho  Mei  Surprise, 
Palacegate  Chiefi  3^0  Shakiyr. 
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* 4130-5  9ADABA  (7)  DBunteO  6-9-9 


(7)8 


10  44Da8-6inomTOUIIItTATI(7)UTodhMir  4-4-11 

lABMrMMM 


■ 2-1  PaBtadn,  3-1  □Mdo.MPerataii  Bud,  5-1  Shtldyi.  ID-1  MHttfeLShuBlacei*.  70  ■ 


4-20  SAltaOH  EANRCAP  ire  II  TDyfti  £3^38 


r 807(10)  (CBJ  JBctaeyVlD-5 


I (10)  (CD)  MOW*  5-6-11 
ICB<18}(CII}JFH 


1 11WD-1 

2 D0D02-3 

‘ 8 53646-1  OMEfUtl 

4 D61230- MARADATA (23) RHQMhMia 6-5-7 
a oasfra  qoldbi  TOUCH  (i4}|c)(D?0CB4flr0«a6  g 4 
8 0211-2S  TtarogrEBCE (T1)(C)(8F|W Muir 4-M 

7 410QB-0  FAIUBTDWT  (11)  NUttaeden  4-8-3 

11005-4  ARIAIB  (2UD  Cragrare  44-11 


B 50000-  SEVENTH  EDfTlOH '(188)  D BoftaieU  4-5-6 
10  25MI(MI  AHHCAItoPAAP  (12)  D)ta)4ta  Janes  V8-6 


TPRtoreta>l,8wla*tafcMt8aMtaW« 

0-1  Fores  Boy.  7-8  OnrtDrthadBch.  9-8  BcUan  Tench.  6-1  Barrard  Sewn.  Hare  Hreka,  g-i 


• DarryHaoHaiHi  has  been  bookedtorideRnaedanModcftir  Gay  Safeway  tathn 
Uncoin  Handicap  at  Doncaster  cm  March  22.  . 
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Soccer 


Foreigners 
welcome,  is 
Parry  thrust 


■n—  puardigt  Wednesday  January  22 1997 

Coca-Cola  Cup 
quarter-final 

Ipswich  0,  Leicester  1 


Robins 

finds 

Suffolk 


Ruttall  Thomas 


ON  THE  day  Harry 
Redknapp  admitted 
failure  over  many  of 

his  West  Ham  im- 
ports. Rick  Parry  defended 
the  rising  invasion  of  Eng- 
land by  foreign  players. 

Yesterday  Redknapp 
stepped  up  his  search  for  two 
strikers  as  he  pointed  accus- 
ingly at  a number  of  foreign 
flops  at  Upton  Park,  where 
relegation  looms  large  after 
Monday’s  defeat  by  Leeds. 

"I've  been  very  disap- 
pointed with  some  of  tbe  play- 
ers l*ve  brought  to  the  dub, 
players  who  have  foiled  to 
live  up  to  their  reputations.1’ 
said  West  Ham’s  manager.  “It 
has  all  gone  wrong.” 

But  West  Ham's  foreign 
problem,  according  to  Parry, 
does  not  provide  an  accurate 
reflection  of  the  impact  or 
scale  of  overseas  players  ap- 
pearing in  the  Premiership. 

Parry,  the  Premier  League 
chief  executive,  denied  that 
freedom  of  movement  under 
the  Bosnian  ruling  had  led  to 
foreign  domination  of  tbe  Pre- 
miership to  the  detriment  of 
home-grown  players.  He  said 
there  was  “a  very  healthy 
mix”  of  players  in  England’s 
elite  section. 

Parry  urged  an  end  to 
“scaremongering"  and 
claimed  that  the  Premiership, 
far  from  being  swamped  by 
imports,  currently  has  the 
lowest  percentage  of  foreign- 


ers — 12.6  — of  six  European 
top  divisions.  Spain  (28.9  per  | 
cent)  is  the  leading  importer 
(see  table  below). 

“The  facts  show  a more  bal- 1 
anrwi  use  of  non-UK  players  ; 
than  some  commentators  are  , 
suggesting.”  he  said. 

But  Parry  conceded  that  the  ! 
foreign  trend  was  inevitable 
and  that  Bosnian  “has  simply 
given  it  a new  shape”.  He 
added:  “The ' Importance  of 
European  competitions  and 
an  international  market  In 
players  was  always  going  to 
push  up  the  quest  for  top- 
quality  foreign  Imports.” 

On  tbe  Premiership’s  for- 
eign legion  he  said:  “The  sug- 
gestion of  much  higher  num- 
bers is  made  by  continuing  to 
count  the  traditional  presence 
of  Scots,  Irish  and  Welsh  play- 
ers — about  160  — as  if  they 
were  foreigners.” 

Tbe  foreign  statistics  at 
West  Ham  are  more  disturb- 
ing. Since  Redknapp  became 
manager  in  August  1994.  he 
has  bought  or  borrowed  11 
non-UK  players  for  a total 
£7.45  million.  Only  five  are 
stm  at  tbe  club. 

In  Spain,  players  worried 
by  the  foreign  influx  are  seek- 
ing restrictions  on  imports.  A 
delegation  is  to  meet  the 
country’s  Supreme  Council  of 
Sport,  clubs  and  the  football 
federation. 

• Crystal  Palace  have  agreed 
an  undisclosed  fee  with 
Arsenal  for  Andy  T.Wiigh*m 
The  centre-back.  34,  will  dis- 
cuss personal  terms  today. 


punch 


Nick  Hutchins* 


FOREIGN  IMPORTS 


Country 

Players 

Other  EU 

Non  EU 

Total 

Sprin 

484 

33  (6.8%) 

107(22.1%) 

140  (28.9%) 

Germany 

399 

93  (23.3%) 

16  (4%) 

109  (27.3%) 

Portugal 

502 

24  (4.8%) 

113(22.5%) 

137  (27.3%) 

Italy 

508 

44  (Q.7%) 

51  (10%) 

95(117%) 

France 

407 

24  (5.9%) 

51  (12.5%) 

75  (18.4%) 

England 

740 

65  (8.8%) 

28  (3.8%) 

93  (12-6%) 

Millwall  call  in 
administrators 


Ian  King 


THE  City’s  increasing 
ability  to  influence  foot- 
ball was  dramatically 
demonstrated  yesterday  when 
Millwall  agreed  to  a request 
from  their  bankers  to  call  in 
administrators. 

The  Second  Division  dub 
announced  the  move  after 
shares  in  their  parent  com- 
pany, Millwall  Holdings,  were 
suspended  pending  “clarifica- 
tion of  the  company’s  finan- 
cial position”. 

In  a statement  released 
later,  the  club  said  fheir 
board  “has  decided  to  seek  an 
administration  order  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  reconstruc- 
tion and  refinancing  of  Mill- 
wall  Holdings  and  Football 
Club". 

Under  insolvency  law,  such 
an  order  is  similar  to  receiv- 
ership, with  an  outside  figure 
appointed  to  run  a company 
that  is  unable  to  continue 
trading  without  a financial 
injection. 

The  administrator  is  ap- 
pointed either  to  sell  off  tbe 
company  that  is  insolvent  or 
to  come  to  an  arrangement 
with  creditors  and  debtors. 

Millwall,  who  announced  a 
pre-tax  loss  of  £2 3 million 
during  the  last  financial  year, 
are  expected  to  announce  a £6 
million  rights  issue  in  the 
next  few  days  to  keep  the 
company  afloat. 

As  rumours  swept  the  City 
of  a passible  takeover  bid  by 
Wimbledon's  millionaire 


chairman  Sam  TTammflTn,  it  is 

thought  that  the  club's  bank, 
NatWest,  has  demanded,  .the 
head  of  MiHwall’s  finance-di- 
rector Jeffrey  Bumidge. 

Millwall  shares  were  sus- 
pended at  4p  each  yesterday 
morning,  although  at  that 
price  the  dub  is  worth  only 
£14.4  million  — less  than  Alan 
Shearer. 

According  to  market 
sources,  Millwall  sharehold- 
ers will  he  offered  three 
shares  at  the  knock-down 
price  of  lp  each  for  every  two 
they  currently  own.  It  will  be 
the  dub's  second  rights  issue 
in  just  under  five  years. 

Mill  wall's  problems  are  a 
timely  reminder  that  flotation 
does  not  always  provide  a 
path  to  riches.  Although 
much  attention  has  been  paid 
to  shares  of  Premiership  high 
fliers  such  as  Manchester 
| United  and  Chelsea,  shares  in 
; Millwall  — who  came  to  the 
market  in  1989  as  England’s 
second  quoted  club  — have 
performed  disappointingly.  j 

Meanwhile  Peterborough,  j 
who  are  SZJS  million  in  debt, 
are  expected  to  announce  I 
tomorrow  that  they  are  being  j 
taken  over  by  the  self-made  ; 
millionaire  Peter  Boizot  ! 
• An  FA  inquiry  starts  today 
Into  the  crowd  trouble  during 
last  month's  Bristol  City  v 
Rovers  derby,  writes  Daoid 
Foot.  City,  feeing  a heavy  fine 
or  other  sanctions,  yesterday 
pre-empted  any  decision  by 
banning  15  supporters  for  life. 
Several  will  appear  in  court 

this  month 


Results 


flmiBwiii  taiUuu 


Soccer 


FA  CUP 
Third  round 


Urtoa  10}  1 BOSON  (1)  1 

Johnson  09  Pollock  38 

r.«i4 

(Winners  home  To  ChesMrflakq 

Vliistiom  <0]  O Darby  (0)  2 

B.50B  Willems  S3 

Van  Dor  Loon  69 

(Demy  home  to  Nans  Co  or  A Villa) 


&600  Owen  2 

(Bristol  Ctty  away  lo  Watford} 
Pesortonrogb  (1)  * WatabrajO 

Donowa  41.  Haaid  B7  1274 

{Peterborough  away  to  Exeter] 

BELL’S  SCOTTISH  LEAGNJE 
Premier  DhrMon 

KMbMWwB  (2}  2 KIkuOl "’’h  tfflO 

SCOTTISH  LEAGUE 


i Or  Morton  v St  Micron. 


Third-round  replay 
WheUodon  (1)  2 


Second  DMsfon 


Earls  11 

HoMsworttl  «8 

(Wimbledon  away  to  Man  Utd) 


*srr(2)2 

Jamieson  34.  ScoS  39 
**Trto  |D)  1 
Prunty  64 
B22 


■ansrflqo 
1496 
IrscMn  (0)  1 
Ksntgan  46 


COCA-COLA  CUP 

Quarter-final 

toswtebroo 


ttowlcb  (0)  O Lai  e—«er  (1]  t 

RoWni  42 

(Leicester  play  Wimbledon  In  two-taggad 
sam-flran 


UWa  26  toon) 
Rafter  56 


Third  DMskre 


*Baa(DM 

Irvine  85 


NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE 

Second  Dhbfan 

Brentford  (0)  O Bristol  Rwa  (0)  O 

4.181 

POSTPOtMBk  Bury  v Shrewsbury. 

Ttrinf  Dtvfcrion 

ttoeiibridga  Utd  (3)  S fader  (1>  2 

Kyd  1. 44  Bake  35.  Rack  66 

Taylor  24  3.1M 

LaytOB  Orient  (1)  1 

McGlaWi  33  KlUord  62 

3,014  Jonas  77 

Mansfield  [1}  2 poweseaar  OTjO 

Eustace  23  WH3 

dark*  36 

AUTO  WMDSCHU0IS  SHBU 
Second  round 
Northern  Section 
TO*  10)  1 


POfTNNBi  Cowdenbeath  v Albion. 
PRBKDCYi  Ralth  1.  Bayern  Munich  a 
BA  THOPHYr  ITrst-roaad  reptayaa 
Halesowen  0.  8outhpori  2. 

OH  MAHTOB  LEAJBW  Premier  Die. 
Mew  Gravesend  IN2  Hastings  <L 
PONTBCS  luan  Premiers  Sheti  Wad 
a Breton  a PwBueB  OMham  « Stake. 
Firsts  Aston  Vttto  2.  Port  Vale  0.  Baeee* 
Grimsby  i,  Rotherham  0. 

AVON  INSURANCE  CO  «i  ROTATION. 
Hot  Ptatslsra ' MiBwall  2,  Wimbledon  1. 
PsaWwa*  Crystal  Palace  v Swansea 
(now  TTwraday,  January  23. 20). 


High-handed . . . Westwood  of  Crewe  heads  away  as  McAllister  appears  to  wav®  a forlorn,  hand  at  the  ball  at  Selhnrst  Park  last  night  frank  baron 


FA  Cup,  third-round  replay:  Wimbledon  2,  Crewe  Alexandra  0 


Holdsworth  seals  trip  to  United 


Martin  Thorpe 


their  respective  divisions.  I Adebola  propelled  Crewe's. | on  the  ball  to  volley  past 


Both  managers  have  also  f leading  scorer  past  Blackwell  Kearton  from  12  yards. 


as  LONE  strike  from  the 
/\  former  Norwich  City 
#%striker  Mark  Robins 
booked  Leicester’s  passage 
into  the  semi-finals  against 
their  First  Division  oppo- 
nents. The  only  dampener 
on  Martin  O’Neill's  latest 
managerial  success  was  the 

sight  of  his  defender  Simon 
Grayson  being  carried  off 
in  the  8 1st  minute  after  a 
dash  with  Ipswich's  substi- 
tute Richard  Naylor. 

Buoyed  by  a 2-1  win  at 
Barnsley  on  Saturday  and  a 
boisterous  home  following, 
Ipswich  started  the 
brighter  of  tbe  two  sides. 
Jamie  Scowcroft  and  the 
on-loan  Stephen  Howe 
teased  the  tender  parts  left 
in  the  Leicester  City  de- 
fence by  the  loss  of  the  cap- 
tied  stand-in  centre-half 
tiaj  Town  old  boy  lan  Mar- 
shall and  last  week’s  record 
signing  Matt  Elliott. 

It  took  Scowcroft  only 
five  minutes  to  exploit  the 
latest  gettlng-to-know-yous 
rk  last  night  frank  baron  at  the  heart  of  the  visitors* 

defence,  and  Kasey  Keller 
had  to  block  well  at  his 
near  post  as  the  home- 
grown 2l-year-old  broke 

For  Leicester,  in  the 
II  l_f*ll  opening  leg  of  this  week’s 
w m mm  w«  East  Anglian  cup  double 

with  the  visit  of  their  FA 
Cap  opponents  Norwich 
reports  that  Holdsworth  is  for  City  on  Saturday,  the  busy 


cafp  ami,- with  a strong  squad  I Nell  Lennon  marked  their 


been  told  this  season  that  near  the  right  byline.  But  un- 1 Unfortunately  . for  Crewe,  crucial  to.  Wimbledon’s  hopes  1 arrival  in  the  night’s  con- 


ARIO  GRAD  I last  they  do  not  have  to  sell  any  ( fortunately  for  Murphy,  wait-  i only  13  seconds  after  Gradi’s  [ of  coping  with  the  heavy  fix-  [ test  with  a I3th-mlnute  dip- 


night  failed  to  mas-  players  to  balance  the  club’s  ing  unmarked  In  front  of  rousing  half-time  talk  Who-  ture  schedule  ahead,  the  man-  ping  effort  from  tbe  edge  of 

ter  mind  a giant-  finances  — nothing  new  for  Wimbledon’s  goal.  Adebola  bledon  scored  a second.  From  ager  will  have  been  pleased  to  the  box  which  Richard 

killing  win  over  the  either  boss,  especially  Gradi,  made  a very  on-Bergkamp-  the  kick-off  the  ball  fell  to  see  tbe  player  making  his  Wright  punched  over, 

once  managed  and  it  who  was  in  charge  of  Wimble-  like  pig’s  ear  of  the  cross.  Leonhardsen,  who  broke  name  in  the  right  parts  c£  the  Steve  Clarldge  matched 


team  he  once  managed  and  it 
is  Wimbledon  who  will  collide 
with  Manchester  United  in 
the  fourth  round  at  Old  Traf- 
ford  on  Saturday. 

The  failure  of  Gradi’s 
Crewe  side  to  capitalise  on 
some  early  chances  at  Sel- 
hurst  Park  proved  fatal  as 
Wimbledon  slowly  but  surely 
made  the  gap  in  class  and 
league  standing  telL 

Outwardly  these  two  dubs 


who  was  in  charge  of  Wimble-  like  pig’s  ear  of  tbe  cross.  Leonhardsen,  who  broke 
don  for  three  years  as  long  A minute  later  Little  actu-  down  the  left  and  crossed 
ago  as  1978.  ally  put  the  ball  into  the  Wim-  from  the  byline  and  Holds- 

In  the  first  tie  the  gap  was  bledon  net,  only  to  see  the  flag  worth,  darting  in  front  of  the 
equally  hard  to  spot  as  it  up  for  offside.  Then  a mistake  covering  defender,  flashed  the 
ended  1-1,  and  early  on  last  by  McAllister  let  in  Little  for  ball  past  Kearton  from  close 


ager  will  have  been  pleased  to  the  box  which  Richard 
see  tbe  . player  making  his  Wright  punched  over. 


name  in  the  right  parts  c£  the 
papers  again. 

Vlnnle  Jones  was  back  in.  a 


Steve  Clarldge  matched 
Ms  overall  dress  sense  with 
a sloppy  slice  wide  on  28 


equally  hard  to  spot  as  it 
ended  1-1,  and  early  on  last 


fomilar place, too  — the  refer-  minutes,  an  effort  that 
ee’s  notebook  after  a late,  summed  up  much  of  the 


night  Crewe,  seventh  in  the  1 a 12-yard  shot  which  Sullivan 


scything  challenge  on  Ade-  first  period. 


Second  Division,  continued  to  did  well  to  scramble  round 


give  Wimbledon,  fifth  in  the  the  post  low  down  to  his  left 


range. 

The  errant  striker  was 
making  his  first  start  for  13 


bola  after  64  minutes.  It  was  Ten  mlnntes  from  half- 


Premiership,  plenty  of  scares.  Unfortunately  for  Gradi’s  games,  having  first  been 


an  unnecessary  use  of  a ham-  time  Clarldge  tumbled  to 
mer  to  crack  a walnut,  for  the  turf  In  Ms  traditional. 


Going  forward,  Crewe  were  brave  adventurers  Wimble- 1 dropped  to  the  bench  on  form. 


employing  a very  ambitious  don  scored  in  the  middle  of  all  then  given  compassionate  I wimbMm 


3-4-3  formation  as  they  took  1 this.  Jones’s  trademark  long  I leave  to  sort  out  a private  life 


have  a lot  in  common:  both  [ the  game  to  Wimbledon  with  I throw  swung  into  the  area,  I which  brought  him  fame  In 


play  in  front  of  small  crowds, 
struggle  for  cash  yet  are  push- 


some  confidence. 


Rilling,  in  the  side  only  be-  the  non-sport  sections  of  the 


Wimbledon  were  well  in  con- 
trol at  that  point 
WlmbMoai  Sullivan;  Cunningham, 
Blackwell,  Perry,  McAllister,  Artiley. 
Jones.  Earle,  LeontwrdMn,  HaMmonh. 
Gayle. 

Crewe  Alexandra  KeertMU  McCauley. 


In  the  seventh  minute  a cause  of  injury,  missed  Ms  national  press. 


ing  hard  towards  the  top  of  | Bergkamp-style  drag-hack  by  l clearance,  and  Earle  pounced  I Joe  Kinnear  has  denied 


BlIRng.  Savage,  Charnock, 
I A,  little.  Murphy,  Adebola. 


Whatley.  Smith.  Uttle,  Murphy, 
Brians!  P Denson  (Lsicrotsr) 


FA  Cup,  third  round:  Gillingham  0,  Derby  County  2 


Luton  Town  1 , Bolton  Wanderers  1 


Removal  Van  Der  Laan  Magic  Johnson 


Trevor  Hayloft 


and  evenly-matched  struggle,  was  no  friend  of  Gillingham 
Both  sides  competed  tiger-  even  before  last  week’s  aban- 


CBm  White 


DERBY  County,  twice 
thwarted  by  the  ele- 
ments, again  made 
heavy  weather  of  their 

Second  Division  opponents  ..  _ _ _ 

last  night  before  emerging  Ward's  absence  might  have  and  Ratcliffe  in  the  closing  their  ' defender  Marvin  when  Thorpe,  the  Second  Drv- 

from  Priestfield  Stadium  with  limited  their  options  in  that  minutes  of  the  first  half  Johnson.  ision's  joint  leading  goals- 

an  FA  cup-tie  win  that  was  area  but  Sturridge  posed  a for  earned  the  Derby  player  only  Until  that  moment  Bolton  carer,  embarked  on  a thrfll- 

their  first  since  1993.  livelier  threat  than  seven  a yellow  card.  looked  like  they  were  win-  ing  scAo  run  which  Bergsson 

The  Dutchmen  Van  Der  days  ago  and  needed  close  at-  Darryl  Powell  failed  to  ning  with  something  to  spare  Just  managed  to  snuff  out 

Laan  and  Willems,  unfashion-  tendon  from  the  Gillingham  reappear  for  the  second  half  after  a first-half  goal  from  Ja-  Then  in  the  26th  minute  a 

able  members  of  the  Baseball  defenders.  He  slipped  Chris  but  his  replacement,-  Robbie  mie  Pollock,  with  whom  the  swiftly  mounted  counter- 

Ground  cast,  combined  for  a Powell  a neat  pass  inside  the  Van  Der  Laan.  was  to  prove  Luton  managar  Bennie  Law-  attack  did  the  trick.  Blake 

goal  early  in  the  second  half  area,  where  a combination  of  their  match  winner.  When  he  rence  once  won  promotion  may  have  been  fractionally 

that  broke  Gillingham's  resls-  O'Connor  and  Butters  was  met  Rowetfs  corner  with  a when  with  Middlesbrough.  offeide  when  he  took  the  ini- 
tance,  and  two  minutes  from  called  upon  to  clear.  powerful  header,  Willems,  Luton,  indeed,  might  have  tial  pass,  but  his  return  ball 

time  Van  Der  rjuui  secured  Gillingham’s  first-half  raids  standing  virtually  In  front  of  won  had  Davis’s  shot  crossed  into  Pollock’s  stride  left  noth- 

Derby’s  place  in  the  fourth  carried  more  menace.  A Stannard,  was  able  to  apply  the  line  instead  of  hitting  a ing  to  chance  and  the  Bolton 

round  when  he  bundled  in  a searching  ball  delivered  by  the  vital  touch.  And  Van  Der  post  after  the  goalkeeper  had  midfielder  was  able  to  claim 

cross  from  the  left.  Hessenthaler  from  the  right  Laan’s  was  the  late  goal  that  spilled  a shot  by  Thorpe.  his  first  goal  since  last  au- 

The  abandoned  second  toucMine  picked  out  Ratcliffe  sealed  victory.  Lntan,  like  Bolton,  appear  tumn’fi  move  from  Osasuna. 


ishly  for  midfield  space  but  doned  game,  having  dis-  

were  unable  to  make  posses-  missed  two  players  in  last  ■■  LEFT  it  late  but 
slon  count  Derby,  without  season's  third-round  defeat  at  I Luton  at  last  broke 
the  injured  Asanovic,  chose  Reading.  Last  night  he  pro-  I through  the  Bolton  barri- 
to  move  the  ball  quickly  to  voked  more  dismay  when  an  cades  to  save  this  tie  with  a 
their  front  players.  ugly  clash  involving  Flynn  goal  in  the  final  seconds  from 

Ward's  absence  might  have  and  Ratcliffe  In  the  dosing  their  defender  Marvin 
limited  their  options  in  that  mlnntes  of  the  first  half  Johnson. 


■THEY 
I Luto 
V throu 


Gradually  Luton  settled 
and  Alexander  for  a while  ex- 
erted an  influence  on  midfield 
almost  comparable  to  the  ex- 
cellent Spiiar^-Sheridftn  axis. 


awkward  group  of  arms 
I and  legs  as  Ipswich’s  mid- 
fielder Danny  Sooner  cov- 
ered baric.  But  the  Harrow 
schoolmaster  David  Elleray 
waved  Leicester’s  load  ap- 
peals away,  so  it  was  left  to 
one  of  Norfolk’s  former 
footballing  sons  to  put  a 
spanner  In  Suffolk’s  works 
as  Mgrk  Robins  guided  a 
crisp  22-yard  shot  inside 
Wright’s  left-hand  post 
three  minutes  before  the 
IntervaL 

Hue  First  Division  side 
strung  together  a neat 
move  Just  before  the  hour 
as  Geraint  Williams  struck 
die  ball  just  over  after  a 
five-man  interchange. 

Ipswich’s  growing  frus- 
trations, however,  found 


For  all  Luton's  mounting  Tony  Vaughan  booked  for 
first-half  pressure  the  nearest  an  obvious  chop  on  Muzzy 


area  but  Sturridge  posed  a for  earned  the  Derby  player  only 
livelier  threat  than  seven  a yellow  card. 


minutes  of  the  first  half  Johnson- 

earned  the  Derby  player  only  Until  that  moment  Bolton 

a yellow  card.  looked  like  they  were  win- 


days  ago  and  needed  close  at- 
tention from  the  Gillingham 


they  came  to  scoring  was  Izzet  Paul  Mason  was  also 
when  Thorpe,  tbe  Second  Drv-  shown  the  yellow  card. 


able  members  of  the  Baseball  defenders.  He  slipped  Chris 
Ground  cast,  combined  for  a Powell  a neat  pass  inside  tbe 


that  broke  Gillingham's  resis- 
tance, and  two  minutes  from 
time  Van  Der  Laan  secured 
Derby's  place  in  the  fourth 
round  when  he  bundled  in  a 
cross  from  tbe  left. 

The  abandoned  second 
game  had  survived  65  min- 
utes without  any  sign  of  a 
goal,  and  as  the  third  attempt 
to  resolve  this  tie  got  under 
way  the  indications  were  that 
this  would  be  another  grim 


Then  in  the  26th  minute  a 
swiftly  mounted  counter- 
attack did  the  trick.  Blake 
may  have  been  fractionally 
offside  when  he  took  the  ini- 


ipawhjfa  Town  wnght:  Stock  wall. 
Vaughan.  Gundy,  Swalles.  Williams. 
UNenbeek.  SOfMIBr.  Howe,  Scowcroft. 
Mason. 

Lolcoator  Cltyi  Keller:  Grayson, 
Kaamark,  Lennon,  Prior,  Watts,  izzet. 
Robins,  Parker,  Clarldge,  HeeKey. 
nWiisw  O Elleray  (Harrow -on-ffiO-HHI] ■ 


Luton,  indeed,  might  have  tial  pass,  but  his  return  ball 
on  had  Davis’s  shot  crossed  into  Pollock’s  stride  left  noth- 


toucMine  picked  out  Ratcliffe 
splendidly  but  the  forward’s 
shot  flew  just  too  high.  Then 
Thomas,  fed  from  the  same 
source,  almost,  embarrassed 
Hoult  with  a looping  header. 

The  referee' -Paul  Alcock 


tie  line  instead  of  hitting  a ing  to  chance  and  the  Bolton 
ost  after  the  goalkeeper  had  midfielder  was  able  to  claim 
pilled  a shot  by  Thorpe.  his  first  goal  since  last  au- 

Luton,  like  Bolton,  appear  timn’c  move  fivim  Osasuna. 


mil  nil  Summit!;  Thomas.  Biaian.  tO  De  caugDX  in  SOD 
Pannock.  Green.  Bryant  Hrosenthaler.  no  man’s  land-  tc 

S^M^H^'mttCPowea.  the  division  they  occupy  but 

Lauracn.  McGrath.  D Powell  (Von  D»  not  good  enough  for  the  OUfi  to 
sSriig^'wM5r,*y'  F,ynn'  D""y'  Which  they  aspire- 

Mom? Atcote  (RetiMU).  The  lOSS-  Of 


to  be  caught  In  something  of  a Had  Feuer  not  made  a fine 


no  man’s  land:  too  good  for  reaction  save  to  Davis’s  inad- 


The  loss,  of  McGinlay  and 
Taggart,  from  the  Bolton 


vertent  header  and  Lee  not 
squandered  an  excellent  op- 
portunity, Bolton  would  have 
increased  thefrlead. 

. Luton's  10  wins  to.  13  home 


WoodforrfWT  Weorifaridoe  (Aus)  M M 
DammM  Otoovridy  (Cz/Rus)  6-3.  6-S,  6-3; 
R LieohAJ  (tok  (US)  bt  E Feiroirn/P  Gaf- 
braith  (Sa/U8)  F-8,2-6.6-4. 7-6,  Womans 


ear  (SA)  bt  K Pc 
(USJ  6-4.  6-1;  ■ Karoo  (Fr)  bt  S Appot- 
mons  (Bel)  1-6. 6-1. 6-4.  DoaUea:  M »»- 
iWN  t—iww  (8wltz/Belarus)  bt  V 
Ruano-Pascual/P  Suarez  (Sp/Arg)  6-6. 
6-2:  L Dmnporl/L  nipomal  (l£|  bt  C 
Mortlnac/P  TorabM  {Sp/Arg}  6-4,  7-6;  L 
NeBenWH  Sukwe  OAI/Cz}  bt  N Kmmute/ 
N Mfyagl  (Japan)  6-2.  6-3:  O Pomwidor/ 
MomhwVlDoU  (USTSpi  bt  N ArandtM 
Bonagiw  (US/Neto)  6-4.  7-5. 


plecemanw  2.  A Krylova/0  Ovstmnnlkow  N-W  COUHTBS  UUOMk  KoodS 
(Ru*)  0A  3.  M Anlaeina/G  Prize ral  (ft?  ptno  Ikwle  tMm  Pam»i  v At 
1.2.  Atom  13=.  M Hianphreys/P  Aahew  Codlwiee:  Prascoi  CaWea  v Bootte. 
(OB)  54.  MORTHRM  COUHTBS  BAST  LHJ 


ranks  promised  to  compen-  league  gammi  had  to  have 
sate  for  tiie  foil  division's  gap  done  something  for  confi- 


■ Tr—  between  the  two  sides  and 

rwnnm  v Atntrton  am  AAtai» 


dence  and  they  attacked  with 


Ice  Hockey 

Mli  NY  blenders  4.  si  Lonfs  & Boston  2, 


MOftTtWIN  COUHTBS  BAST  LHAOUBt 
Koridepti  Cb  tartfc  rank  Brtgg  To 
-v  OeoaB  Tit;  Setoy  Tn  v Portotrect  CoL  ■ 


produce  an  interesting  cafafo-  renewed  gusto  after  the  inter- 


weltfit  contest. 

. Luton,  starting  nervously. 


val,  with  Showier ' unfortu- 
nate to  see  a fierce  drive  come 


Washington  3s  Buttofo  2.  Chicago  1;  Hart- 
tord  X Taranto  1:  Rorfda  2.  Coiaracto  4; 
Uorireai  4,  Dotrott  1:  Vancouvor  6.  Son 


eiimtoghaRi  v Blackburn  (7.15);  Loads  v 
Briton  (TJK  Trmrmm  r Man  Uw  fTJ>x 


almost  surrendered  the  Inltia-  \ back  off  Ward’s  knee^ 


Decay  v Nnttm  Foreet  (7Jft.  Rro*  1 
Blackpool  v Shatr  Utd  iTJ/js  Mtoriaabrough 
v Waal  Brom  (7.0).  laoowd  OMalom 
Wrexham  v Bornatey  York  » Mone- 
flrid  (741).  Third  Wririaai  OerKnaton  » 
Cheeterffekl  (741);  Porwaatei  v Lincoln 
(74»):  Rochdale  y Bury  {74%  Scunthorpe  v 
Whan  (74J). 

AVON  ntSURAIKB  COMBINATIONi 
Mat  PMriei  Brietol  C v Bournemoultc 
Charlton  * Ipswich  CUJX  OMbrd  Utd  » Bris- 
tol Rvrs:  Partemoulh  v SaUhoxap ton  (749. 
WELSH  CUPi  Fnoj-th  roewil  reptoyi 


N uiyetn  (Japan)  6-2.  s-3:  a Pnaodoz/  Motor  SpOTt 

ASemhaa  Vlowta  (US/Spl  bt  N ArandtfM  - 

Britogre  (USTNHh)  6-A  7^L 

Baskeiball  MeVlnen  (Fin)  MtHriHehl  Lancer  2hr  aflmln 

-n-.—  o q skin*  (So)  Ford  Escort  Z28L23: 
^Ad^lOfcChartneegTJNjh.Yorlt  0V  SMb^ln^ea SSB^VVA 


96.  WasnkigMri  78:  w.  MO-  Sctnnrz  (GorJ  Fort  Escort  231.12;  6,  O 


woukee  114:  Mtnnesota  95.  San  Antonio 
B S LA  Lakers  IDO.  Dallas  99:  Deitra  132. 
New  Jersey  122:  Phoenix  89.  Datrob  88; 
Utah  94.  Cleveland  74,  Seattle  112.  Van- 
couver 06. 


Aurlot  (FT)  Port  Escort  222-ZT;  B.  D Dap- 
ping (Gar)  Ford  Escort  235.12. 


five  after  five  minutes.  Blake 
was  put  legitimately  clean 
through  by  Sheridan’s  pass 
but  overran  the  ball  at  the 
crucial  moment  - 


Luton  Town  Feuer,  jam 84.  Thomas. 
Linroo,  Davie,'  Johnson.  Hughes. 
Alexander.  Showier,  Thorpe.  Marshall. 
Hollow  Wndovoroi  Ward;  Small. 
Borgeson.  Fslrcfougn.  Coleman.  Lea. 
Police*.  Shsrtdsn,  Setter*.  Blake.  Groan, 
■data  C FFnch' (Bury  St  Edmunds). 


Rabins ...  on  target 


Snooker 

WORLD  CMAHPioiiBBP  (Blackpool): 


Ebbw  Vole  v Aberystwyth. 

FAI  NATKMUL  UMIIk 


roend,  —Band  loft  Saratov  (Rue)  66, 
London  Towers  66  (Hooke  21.  AueOn  end 
□eppieeb  14)  (egg:  143-138). 


Billiards 


aOLD  flaks  OP  KM  (Hyderabad): 
Second  raaod  (Eng  untoss  staled):  H 
RawnH  m m Jayeram  (Ind)  4-tt  n aww 
■roui  W C Shah  (Ind)  4-1;  I Wiwugun  bt 

DCsuriev  4-3:  S (Ind)  bt  R Frid- 

vart  (AUS)  4-3;  9 WlWd  U M Rehoni 
(Ind)  4-0j  S Aywri  (tod)  M M Ferreira 
(kid)  4-i:  H Petal  (Ind)  bt  D JosN  (Ind) 
4-S:  O BolM  (tod)  bt  C ShuB  4-3. 


(Ve)  bt  J Read  (Big)  wfo;  A Bwweu  (Seri) 

bt  D Mounqoy  (Wiles)  KHi  * Birden- 
(Eng)  bt  M Bennott  (Wales)  10-3:  M Bo- 
sraa  (Woles)  bt  M CHrtc  (Eng)  10-7,-  D 
Henry  (Scot)  bt  W Brawn  (End  10-*  B 
deems  (Eng)  WNTenyJSng)  10-&  J mur~ 
natt  (Scot)  M M Halt  (Engl  10-6;  ■ Hen- 
deroon  (Sea)  H C ScenfcHi  (Eng)  id-3;  H 
Mtog  (Eng)  bt  P Sweeny  (Engl  10-6:  « 
Dost  (Sax)  K S Mann  (Eng)  10-Si  K 
■rawgMea  (Eng)  U S OVonnor  pro)  10-3; 
LWSRcer  (woloe)  riJ  Johnson  (Eng)  10-4: 
■ HneMt  (Eng)  bt  T Knowles  (Engl 


PAi  HATKnUL  UAOUD  Premier  Me» 
Ub  Home  Farm  Everton  v Slioo  Rvrs 
(7 AS,. 


Scottish  Premier  Division:  Motherwell  2,  Kilmarnock  0 

Coyle  double  calms  Motherwell  nerves 


Rugby  Union 


MrwauR  (7-0). . 


three  minutes.  It  was  a 

wretched  moment  for  Leko- 

_ . vie,  who  allowed  a low,  wick- 

^\WEN  COYLE’S  first-half  edly  bouncing  shot  from 
double  enabled  Mother-  Burns  — after  the  latter  hurt 


•eased  weMew  wanders™  v ctoneert  double  enabled  Mather-  Burns  — after  the  latter  bad 

hart  aiLMOBM  FOUR  cuuxTiH.  ^ to  Hihertomi  to  Played  a one-two  with  Coyne 

ch— WDS6HOB  Shropshire' v air  Bir-  the  tahle.  They  are  not  yet  out  — to  bounce  from  his  chest. 

danger,  but  at  least  can  Coyle  drove  home  the  ions» 


of  danger,  but  at  least  can 
SJghVdH:  Roysi  brrathe  more  freely.  The  little 

dun  OB  (US  Pormnoum)  striker’s  contribution  was- the 


Bowls 


Fixtures 


dun  OB  (US  Ports™ 

Basketball 


Coyle  drove  home  the  loose 
ban  from  only  three  jrards. 
Motherwell  seemed  to  have 


highlight  of  a fraught  nfght  at  more  oonvictfon  during  that 
Fir  Park.  i *1— «• — j,  — *> 


aM,  ftvt  lev  Berry  Tn  9.  Inter  Cabl*-Tel 
1;  UsnsantSrald  1.  Caemarton  Tn  I;  New. 
town  0.  Ton  Pnrsre  (fc  Rhyl  0.  Bangor  C 0. 


WORLD  INDOOR  CKAHPIOMSMtP* 

(Preeton):  Pttret  rowedt  PWrei  R CcndaTO  (7 jd  untoss  Stated) 

WehwTwro  (Scot]  M G JonasTG  Mlflams 

(Waleel  7-6.  7-2.  7-6.  Harisai  O Hertaw  SOCCOT 

IfrWM  * KWbw  (Aus)  7-6,  7-5.  7-8 \ R grTERNATIOIIAL  HATCHi  ttNy  v N0«W- 
Breaeay  (NZ)  M I Taylor  (Aus)  7-6.  7-9.  J,.  (ratond. 

7-£  II  HrMeSna  (Aus)  bt  K ScbtsehJai  ■i(|imiihl  rad  rmfmr  *Tl — 

1NZ)  7-2,  7-0.  7-0;  T Moeek  (Eng)  bt  A HAS? 

Wricli  (Guernsey)  a-7,  r-i  7-0,  7-1!  Stock- 

Badna  P on  v Saritmmpton  (7.45). 

DO*Jn9  RATtONWIDe  LEAOUKi  Ffcst  DhWaa*  . 

PNprawONAL  BU.  (Bristol):  Veeeet  Stoke  v Norwich  (7.4^.  . , ai 

WBC  MUdtowrigW  IMh  Ohna  CMley  SCOTTISH  LBAGUBl  FM  P*v*etoei  Att- 
(Brtstol)  be  Georges  Becco  (Benin.  West  drte  v Psrtteh.  hwrsl  DMsiaac  HsmlCnn 
A*4ea}  rat*.  v Ouerii  Of  BaeML  TMN  Mrtrinwi  Inver. 

Figure  Skating  m HDLto^Sc  vB^gn htootdi. 

sfHTusansBtrt 

GiHsUiuk/E  Plstov  (Ru»)  ql4  factored  Weymouth. 


York  (0)  1 n* 

Htopwonti  as 

(York  homo  to  Carlisle  or  HnU) 
POSIPUHBh  Carlisle  v Hril. 


Rugby  Union 

fun  match:  RAF  19.  Oxford  (Jnhr  15. 

Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN  OHM  (Mettxxirne]:  Hero 

OaertardteeSa  C Nay>  (Sp)  MF  Msnlllla 

(Sp)  7-S.  6-3.  B-7.  B-ft  N Cheng  (U5)  hi  II 
Rios  (CNto)  7-6.  6-1.  8-4.  PeeHero  M . 


Cheater  (7.0). 
7-UF  TROPHY, 
■eg:  Leicester  v 


In  a match  wttii  so  much  two  wtl0 

nutans  mrnmifmpnt  rio  one  thryMnn ,a.  -*■  - _ LX>yne  s might  have  been  three  ahead 


foiling  to  take  advantage  of  a 
penalty.  Van  der  Gaag  had 
challenged  Wright  but  the 
award  looked  slightly  puz- 
zling. Wright  drove  the  kick 
past  Howie  but  Reilly  had  en- 
croached so  far  into  the  area 
that  he  was  cautioned  and 
Howie  saved  the  retake  with  a 
dive  to  his  right. 

It  was  an  unnerving  mo- 


Bald  v Worthing. 


Bnxtousj cemmitotent;  ho  one  shocking  waste  of  a fine”o^r 

would  be  surprised  at  « casu-  tunity,  hitting  MacPherenn  f^,ner^s  to 

alty  or  two  on  the  fietiFbut  it  with^ his^ l^renfre  feante  not 

was  the  r^aree  who  was  first  ri^ht  ao  ^marginaUy  too  high, 

to  fen..carried  off  ringing  a 


three  ahead 


would  he  surprised  at  a casu- 


Hockey 


East  Prostoenfe  » (2JL 


ATIVto  Csinbrtdga  Univ  v 
rfa  XI  (24L  Wllbarfore*  Rc^. 


Boxing 


W Georges  Boets  (Benin.  Weal 
Africa)  rata. 


• The  Chicago  Bulls  baakatball  ptoyar 
Dennis  Rodman  is  believed  to  have 
sgreed  » pay  32X4)00-  (£126,000)  to  a 


leg  injury  after  only  nine 
minutes.  He  was  replaced  by 
a linesman,  Mr  Fyfie,  after  a 


Figure  Skating 


cameraman  he  kicked  In  me  groin  during  successful  nloa  to  the  crowd 
a gome  against  me  Minnesota  Timber-  ferannalin^X^' 
wolves.  Tbe  NBA  haa  suspended  Rodman  ™ra qualified re&ree. 


to  ri  least  ii  gwnw  end  (toed  Mm 
S&000.  Thu  suspension  to  wfthout  pay 
and  win  cost  Rodman  more  men 
31  mUUon. . 


It  was  not  the  first  drama, 
however,  Coyle  having  scored 
the  first  of  his  goals  after  only 


But  Coyle  scored  his  second 
to  the  39th  minute,  recover- 
“g  first  to  reach  the  loose 
pall  and  slide  it  over  after  Le- 
kovic  blocked  Ms  first  at- 
tempt 16  yards  from  goaL 
Things  were  bad  enough  for 
Kilmarnock  without  them 


k Howlo:  Wbhort.  Ro*S.  Van 

daTGqqg  McSkirmnii^iBinTto, 

May.  Coyne.  Fafconar,  Coyto. 

&!!^"02iLL“kuv,e'  MoePheraon. 
rtamllton.  Anderuon.  kicGownc  Ftnrioy. 

M Clark  (Edinburgh;  I Fite. 

• Richard  Gough,  the  Rangers 
captain  and  former  Scotland 
international,  is  to  join  Kansas 
City  Wizards  in  May. 
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Fluent  Moya  survifres  Spanish  Scots  giveTownsend 
inquisition  on  the  roof  rack  the  key  to  No.1 0 


Staph— 1 Blertay 

hIMbowiw 


WITH  a politician's 
Immaculate  sense 
of  timing  Warwick 
Smith,  the  minis- 
ter for  sport,  yesterday 
praised  the  Australian  Open 
for  protecting  players  from 
the  heat  by  closing  the  roof  of 
. the  centre  court  Hardly  had 
the  words  left  his  mouth,  flwn 
the  wind  veered  away  from 
the  north  and  the  tempera- 
tures plunmieted  nearly  15C. 

Indeed  the  safety  of  players 
hardly  seemed  an  issue.  A 
■ guide  glance  oat  to  the  dty 
suburbs  revealed  vast  palls  of 
smoke  where  bush  Ores  were 
breaking  out  in  all  directions. 

. the  worst  for  14  years.  And  by 
the  evening  they  had  already 
- ‘ claimed  one  life,  " 

This  is  the  only  venue  of  the 
four  Grand  Slams  where  the 
main  show  court  has  a retract- 
able root  Its  advantage  in 
limes  of  rain  is  obvious;  the 
question  of  severe  heat  had 
not  been  addressed  before. 

The  general  policy  is  that 
the  roof  which  separates  in 
the  middle,  thus  allowing  the 
gap  to  be  adjusted,  will  not  be 
dosed  because  of  hot  weather 
during  the  first  eight  days. 
But  the  quarter-finals,  which 
began  yesterday,  are  all 
played  on  Centre  Court,  so 
once  they  have  been  reached 
the  referee  has  the  option  of 
shutting  the  roof 
This  was  duly  done  in  the 
morning  for  the  first  two 
matches,  although  when  the 
temperature  fell  the  roof  was 
opened  in  the  early  evening 
for  the  day's  second  two  quar- 
ter-finals. 

Felix  Mantilla,  who  lost  his 
match  jn  fhe  morning  to  his 

fellow  Spaniard  Carlos  Moya, 
was  far  from  happy  to  play 
what  was  effectively  indoors, 
particularly  as  the  roof  had 
been  open  earlier  when  he 
practised,  whereas  Moya, 
having  won,  said  he  did  not 
care  about  the  roof  and  would 
have  happily  played  in  snow. 

Either  way  Peter  BeDenger, 
the  referee,  was  on  a hiding  to 
nothing,  and  he  may  have  felt 
that  the  minister’s  suggestion 
that  “alternative  arrange- 
ments must  be  found  for 
future  yean  when  heat-wave 
conditions  may  prevail  in  foe 
early  rounds  of  foe  tourna- 
ment” was  decidedly  unhelp- 
ful, unless  foe  federal  govern- 
ment was  proposing  to  fond 
roofed  cover  on  all  courts.  It 
may  be,  of  course,  that  global 
warming  will  mean  an  end  to 
outdoor  tournaments  en- 
tirely. Bat  back  to  foe  tennis. 

- Tim  Henman,  who  heat 
Moya  in  foe  Sydney  Interna- 
tional final  just  prior  to  these 
championships,  will  no  doubt 
have  been  watching  the  Span- 
iard’s progress  with  Interest 
and  perhaps  just  a touch  of 
envy.  Moya  will  next  play 
Michael  Chang;  who  compre- 
hensively beat  Henman  in  foe 
third  round,  and  it  will  be  fas- 
cinating to  see  whether  he 
feres  any  better. 

hi  yesterday’s  last  match 
Chang  brushed  aside  the  chal- 
lenge of  Chfle’8  Marcelo  Rios, 
arguably  the  most  naturally 
gifted  men’s  player  since 
John  McEnroe.  Rios  makes 
just  about  everything  look 
ridiculously  easy  but  Chang 
ran  down  the  angles  relent- 
lessly and  served  with  more 
power  to  win  7-5. 6-1, 6-4. 

- Moya’s  win  was  equally  im- 
pressive. Since  bis  first-round 
victory  over  Boris  Becker  foe 
tall  Spaniard,  with  Ids  long 
hair  and  good  looks,  has  be- 
come . foe  tournament  heart- 
ford)  and  he  will  have  huge 
support  against  Chang  in  foe 

wmrUWnatn 

What  was  particularly  note- 
worthy about  Moya's  7-5, 6-2. 
6-7,  6-2  win  over  Mantilla 


was  his  willingness  to  serve 
end  volley.  All  the  Spanish 
players,  who  are  raised  on 
day.  can  trade  topspln  from 
the  back  of  foe  court  till  the 
cows  come  In  but  Moya,  only 
20  years  did,  appears  to  have 
the  all-court  game  that  could 
take  him  high  into  foe  top  10. 

His  one  moment  of  genuine 
anxiety  came  in  the  third  set ! 
when  the  realisation  that  the' 
semi-finals  were  within 
touching  distance  caused  him 
temporarily  to  freeze.  He  can- 
not afford  to  do  that  against 
Chang,  assuming  he  ever  gets 
into  a position  to  win. 

The  seeded  heart  of  the 
women's  tournament  was 
ripped  out  at  foe  weekend 
with  the  departure  of  Steffi 
Gra£  Arantxa  Sanchez  VI- 
cario,  Conchlta  Martinez, 
Anke  Huber  et  aL  But  Mary 
Pierce,  foe  champion  here  in 
1995,  remained. 

Yesterday  evening  foe  icon 
of  the  tennis  photographers 


reached  only  the  third  Grand 
Slam  semi-final  of  her  career 
with  a 1-6,  8-4,  6-4  win  over 
foe  Belgian  Sabine  Appd- 
mans  (who,  in  case  you 
should  still  be  foe  least  bit  in- 
terested, thought  she  would 
be  playing  under  a dosed  roof 
as  it  had  been  shut  when  she 
practised). 

Pierce  is  not  a player  it  is 
possible  to  be  ambivalent 
about  Her  on-court  affecta- 
tions — foe  endless  twitches, 
stretches,  poses  and  postures 
— have  driven  people  close  to 


dementia.  Yet  tor  all  her  man- 
nerisms (and  for  the  second 
consecutive  match  she  was 
warned  for  taking  too  much 
time  between  serves)  Pierce 
does  give  Hie  halt  an  almighty 
belt 

The  Australians  appear  to 
love  her,  and  Appelmans 
eventually  succumbed  to  the 
Frenchwoman’s  greater 
weight  of  shot  After  a disap- 
pointing 1996,  Pierce  appears 
to  have  rediscovered  herself, 
although  this  may  be  as  far  as 
she  will  get 


Surbiton  quality  leaves  Beckenham  out  to  grass 


"THE  Beckenham  grass 
I court  tournament,  tradi- 
tionally the  curtain-raiser 
to  the  British  grass-court 
season,  is  to  be  replaced  by 
the  Surrey  Grass  Court 
C&ampionships  at  the  Sur- 
biton Tennis  and  Squash 


Chib  on  June  2-6-  Becken- 
ham was  played  on  a 
cricket  ground  where  play- 
ers often  complained  about 
the  poor  quality  of  courts 
but  Surbiton  has  12  grass 
courts  of  a high  standard. 

There  will  be  64  men  and 


32  women  in  the  singles 
events,  and  ranking  points, 
not  available  at  Becken- 
ham, win  be  on  offer  to  the 
women.  Past  winners  in- 
clude Sue  Barker,  Maureen 
Connolly,  Evonne  Cawley 
and  David  Lloyd. 


Cricket 


Doull  moments  can  enliven  the  Kiwis 


Raul  Weaver,  in  Auckland,  on  a bowler 
who  may  trouble  England  in  the  Test  series 


Even  Sir  Richard  Had- 
lee, who  was  not  exactly 
a party  animal  in  his 
playing  days,  refers  to  New 
Zealand's  key  player  as  “Dull 
Doull”,  adding:  “He’s  a pretty 
serious  guy.  a tow-key  charac- 
ter altogether." 

Simon  Doull  does  not  look 
entirely  serious,  with  his 
shaven  bead,  his  goatee  beard 

and  his  gleaming  earring,  hut 

England’s  batsmen  p*n 
hardly  afford  to  take  him 
lightly  to  the  first  Test  start- 
togat  Eden  Park  on  Friday. 

He  is  ahead  of  Danny  Mor- 
rison and  Lance  Cairns  as 
Now  Zealand's  most  danger- 
ous bowler.  In  Lahore  ht ^No- 
vember. with  someone  caned 
Shakoor  Rgna  umpiring  — 
them  were  16  Ihwa  in  the 
match  - New  Zealand  en- 
joyed an  improbable  victory 
over  Pakistan  by  44  runs  and 
DouU,  with  figures  of  five  tor 
46  and  three  for  39.  was  foa 
sou;  turn.  • ' ' 

■ The  tall,  rangy  right-arm 
swing  howler  dismissed 
Speed  Anwar,  Zahoor  Btahl, 


Inzamam-ul-Haq  and  Moham- 
mad Wasim  in  one  devastat- 
ing six-over  burst  and  Paki- 
stan never  recovered. 

Hadlee,  the  old  energy-con- 
servationist with  the  wiry 
•menace  and-  the -rhythm 
method.  Who  has  the  pinched 
features  of  foe  school  sneak 
hut  played  with  the  domi- 
nance of  the  playground 
buHy.  says  DouU  will  pose 

most  problems  for  England  In 
this  series,  _ i 

“Simon  is  our  key  strike 
howler,  the  player  rm  most 
impressed  with  right  now. 
He's  a genuine  swing  bowler 
who  can  move  it  both.  ways. 
He’s  a wicket-taking  howler 
who  can  send  down  a real 
pearler  capable  of  getting 
anyone  out  He’s  not  quick, 
but  lively  enough- 

"He’s  been . around  .for 
about  10  years,  and  I ccwfoed 
Kim  gome  time  ego.  out  hea 
been  plagued  by  injury  prob- 
lems. It  is  only  is  the  past  few 
months,  in  Pakistan  and 
ckari.h  that  he  has  come  of 

He  tried  to  mix  It  up  a bit 


too  much,  with  a couple  of 
outswingers  and  a couple  of 
lnswingers  In  the  same  over. 
Now  he’s  bowling  more  to  a 
pattern,  and  he  has  a beauti- 
ful outswinger,  which  Is  the 
ball  that  gets  everyone  out.” 

DouU,  27  and  6ft  4in,  has 
played  13  Tests  and  taken  43 
Wickets  at  29.02.  It  is  a good  If 
unspectacular  record.  But  he 
Impressed  in  South  Africa, 
with  IB  Wicketa  in  three 
Tests.  Be  has  played  only  five 


Derail ...  sultan  of  swing 


Tests  at  home  since  making 
hia  debut  in  1992-93. 

He  has  played  league  cricket 
for  Pndsey  but  his  Test  tour  to 
fotglnnri  in  1994  was  ruined  to 
the  very  first  match,  against 
an  Amateur  XI  at  Hitchfn, 
when  he  dived  In  the  Arid  and 
damaged  his  shoulder. 

Michael  Atherton  and 
David 'Lloyd  were  both  at 
Eden  Park’s  outer  oval  yester- 
day to  watch  bim  in  action  in 
the  practice  match  between 
New  Zealand  and  Auckland, 
when  his  figures  were 
16-7-27-1.  Hi$  mother  died  10 
days  ago  and  he  missed  foe 
recent  match-  between  Eng- 
land and  Northern  Districts 
in  Hamilton. 

• DouU  said:  “Auckland  is  a 
good  ground  for  results.  The 
conditions  here  are  right  for 
me.  Its  muggy  and  the  ball 
should  swing-  I was  disap- 
pointed not  to  play  against 
Tgngbmd  at  Lord’s  to  1994  so 


ms  looking  forward  to  this 

gnuio- 

“I  watched  a bit  of  England 
in  Hamilton.  They  were  im- 
pressive in  the  way  they 
played  the  bad  tell;  I suppose 
they  get  used  to  putting  it 
away  day  in,  day  out  back 
home.  It's  up  to  US  to  tie  them 


down  with  good  line  and 
length." 

Dooll  was  bom  in  Puke- 
kdhe,  SO  miles  sooth  of  Auck- 
land. IDs  father.  Mw,  is  a 
former  and  his  elder  brother. 
Lincoln,  also  played  first- 

class  cricket,  for  Wellington 
— his  reputation  was  of  a 
rough-and-ready  country  boy 
who  enjoyed  a drink. 

“My  injury  record  has 
really  annoyed  me.  The  more 
Injured  I get  the  more  angry  I 
get.”  Doull  said.  “That's  why  I 
didn’t  go  to  England  to  play 
cricket  last  winter.  Instead  I 
worked  as  a builder  at  home 
and  went  to  the  gym  as  often 
as  possible." 

The  case  for  playing  Doull 
ip  Hamilton  was  argued  long 
and  hard  by  the  New  Zealand 
management  in  the  end  they 
wanted  him  hidden  from  the 
wngianri  batsmen,  although 
considering  foe  conditions 
there  he  might  have  damaged 
their  confidence  by  taking  a 
few  wickets.  By  the  beginning 
of  March  England  will  have 
seen  quite  enough. 

• Daryl  Foster,  the  58-year- 
old  Australian  who  coaches 
Kent,  yesterday  retired  for 
personal  reasons  after  five 
years  with  foe  county. 


Gordon  Lyle  on  the  illustrious  names  who 
will  be  sidelined  for  the  CalcuttaCup  match 


SCOTLAND’S  selec- 
tors acted  with  un- 
expected decisive- 
ness yesterday  when 
announcing  seven  changes, 
two  of  them  positional,  to 
the  team  to  free  England  at 
Twickenham  an  Saturday 
week.  As  anticipated. 
Gregor  Townsend  is  moved 
from  centre  to  his  favourite 
fly -half  position. 

It  had  been  expected  that 

the  Scots,  reefing  from  a re- 
cord 34-19  home  defeat  at 
| the  hands  of  Wales,  would 
unveil  only  a squad.  In- 
stead they  sent  statisticians 
scurrying  to  their  records 
to  discover  when,  if  ever,  a 
bench  has  featured  three 
back  replacements  boast- 
ing an  aggregate  of  148 
caps. 

The  experience  of  Scott 
Hastings  (64  caps),  Craig 
Chalmers  (50)  and  Gary 
Armstrong  (34),  all  of  them 
dropped  to  the  bench,  con- 
trasts sharply  with  a callow 
front  row.  There,  Matt 
Stewart  and  Graham  Ellis 
muster  three  caps  between 
them  in  packing  down 
alongside  Tom  Smith,  the 

25-year-old  London-horn 
Watsonlans  loose-head 
prop  who  is  the  only  new 


cap.  Smith,  regarded  as 
more  of  a hbii  player,  ousts 
David  Hilton. 

The  open-side  flanker 
Murray  Wallace  is  dropped 
to  make  way  for  Ian  Smith, 
who  has  not  played  for 
Gloucester  since  December 
21  and  whose  broken 
thumb  has  been  encased  to 
& lighter  Dlastercast 

Oddly,  a lack  of  first-class 
games  was  cited  as  part  of 
the  reason  why  there  is  no 
place  for  Alan  Tait,  the  for- 


Townsend . . . at  fly-half 


mer  rugby  league  player 
who  starred  at  centre  to  the 
A team’s  seven-try  demoli- 
tion of  Emerging  Wales  last 
Friday.  Ronnie  Eriksson 
plays  alongside  Tony 
Stanger  in  foe  centre. 

Scotland’s  coach  Richie 
Dixon  said:  “Alan  Tait  has 
only  played  six  games  of 
rugby  union  and  two  first- 
class  matches  including  last 
Friday’s.  It  has  not  been 
easy  for  league  players  to 
come  back  and  play  union. 
Hie  -feeling  is  that  giving 
Alan  Tait  a Anther  run  in 
the  A team  would  benefit 
both  him  and  ourselves." 

Rob  Watowright,  in  Lon- 
don yesterday  to  promote  a 
Lions  tour  sponsorship,  has 
held  on  to  the  captaincy 
after  a debate  by  the  selec- 
tors. but  eyebrows  will  be 
raised  by  his  continued 
selection  at  No.  8 rather 
than  on  the  flank.  Rowen 
Shepherd  too  is  fortunate 
not  to  be  dropped;  Dixon  ac- 
knowledged that  the  full- 
back’s form  was  “betwixt 
and  between”. 

SCOTLAND,  R Ifcipmut  D start  (both 
IMrae*).  A (Hewlels).  R 

■Amm  (London  ScottMi),  K Ugn 
[Stirling  County):  a t»w,hij  (Nonh- 
■mptotij.  B m JnnOi  (MoiraM):  V MB 
(WBttOnfam).  a BBS  (Currie),  M BUnOU 
(Northampton),  a «*  (NmicmUo],  A 
Rood  <Wmpi).  P W— on  [NnrcuMj,  I 
SmMb  (Gloucester).  R SilsmW  (Wit- 
aonlan*.  cap:).  Raplaeomootn  S 
Hailing,  (Wataoitlona).  C Chatman 
(Melrose],  a AimoMob  (Newcastle].  B 
i [Glasgow  Hlgh/Ketvlnside),  D 
(Bath],  S Sroth arrow  (Melrose). 


Swift  promotion  at  Bath 


Robert  Armstrong 


Holdover.  - .Mary  Pierce,  right,  shakes  hands  with  her  defeated  opponent  Sabine  Appelmans  photograph  :rjck  stevens 


ATH  have  moved 
quickly  to  limit  the 
damage  caused  by  the 
resignation  of  their  coach 
Brian  Ashton  by  appointing 
Tony  Swiff,  one  of  their  most 
popular  former  players,  as 
chief  executive. 

Swift,  who  scored  more  than 
400  tries  in  a 15-year  first-class 
career,  will  join  a foreeman 
management  committee  that 
includes  the  chairman  Andrew 
Brownsword  and  the  former 
chief  executive  Ed  GoodaU, 
who  takes  over  responsibility 

fhr  flnaru-tnl  ma+fwc 

Bath  are  also  having  discus- 
sions with  foe  former  Eng- 
land centre  Clive  Woodward 
about  their  pressing  need  for 
a backs1  coach  to  succeed 
Ashton.  Woodward,  who  gave 
UP  his  job  as  London  Irish 
coach  to  Novsnber,  met  Bath 
officials  on  Sunday  after 
watching  their  league  victory 


Motor  Sport 


Her  semi-final  opponent  is 
Amanda  Coetzer,  Grafs 
shock  conqueror  who  yester- 
day routinely  defeated  the 
Californian  Kimberly  Fo  6-4, 
6-L  The  South  African  lost  to 
Huber  here  in  the  BAtwifinais 
last  year,  having  won  the  first 
set 

*1  got  a little  hit  anxious 
last  time,”  said  Coetzer,  who 
on  this  occasion  will  be 
doubly  keen  that  the  roof  does 
not  fall  in  on  her  Australian 
final  hopes.  With  any  hick  It 
will  be  open. 


McRae  victim 
of  an  ambush 
by  black  ice 


DavfdWOaams 
In  Monte  Carlo 


COLIN  McRAE’s  crumpled 
Subaru  finally  gave  up 
the  ghost  high  on  the  Col  de 
Roussel  yesterday  morning, 
the  victim  of  every  contend- 
er's worst  nightmare:  an  iso- 
lated patch  of  ice  cm  an  other- 
wise clear  road. 

The  Scot's  crew  had 
checked  foe  morning's  first 
stage  but  afterwards  snow 
fining  from  trees  overhang- 
ing a third-gear  bend  had 
formed  black  ice  and  McRae’s 
smooth  racing  tyres  were 
powerless  to  prevent  him 
skidding  into  a snow  bank, 
careering  over  the  rocks  and 

slamming  into  a (thl 
Spectators  dragged  the  car 
back  on  to  the  road  and  de- 
spite a broken  rear  suspen- 
sion he  managed  to  complete 
the  stage,  only  to  retire  when 
file  steering  snapped  as  he 
limped  towards  his  service 
crew. 

McRae  had  promised  to 
start  , foe  year  on  his  best  be- 
haviour after  an  erratic  1996 
campaign.  Nevertheless  he  In- 
sisted that  foe  remaining  13 
rounds  of  the  World  Rally 
Championship  would  give 
him  ample  scope  to  make 

ampntlt 

“It's  not  a disaster.*’  he  de- 
clared, putting  a brave  Dice 
on  a rally  that,  in  three  at- 
tempts, has  brought  him 
nothing  but  disappointment 
The  world  champion 
Tomml  Mflkrnm  brushed  a 
snowbank  in  sixth  gear  when, 
he  hit  a patch  of  ice.  but  the 
Mitsubishi  driver  had  taken  a 
firm  grip  on  foe  event  by  last 
night. 

The  Finn  said  he  ban  had  a 
scare  when  a warning  light 
showed  on  his  dashboard,  “it 
kept  flashing  for  foe  whole 
stage.  Don’t  ask  me  what  it 
was,  I just  don't  know.” 

Carlos  Sataz  was  hampered 
brake  trouble  and  a mls- 
fo  his  Ford  and  dropped 
from  first  to  second  place. 
Piero  Liatti,  Subaru’s  support 
driver,  was  in  third. 

Annin  Schwarz,  the  1996 
RAC  winner,  was  In  fourth 
place,  having  nursed  his 
Fiord’s  gearbox  to  the  night 
bait-  in  Gap.  Six  stages  over 
the  unforgiving  roads  of  foe 
Alpes-Marftimes  remain. 


over  Northampton  at  the 
Recreation  Ground. 

Woodward  already  works 
closely  with  foe  Bath  for- 
wards’ coach  Andy  Robinson 
in  their  capacity  as  England 
Under-2l  manager  and  coach 
respectively.  Be  would  have 
to  scale  down  his  activities  as 
managing  director  of  his  own 
computer  consultancy  if  he 
accepted  the  Bath  job,  which 
would  be  virtually  full-time. 
A decision  is  expected  by  foe 
aid  of  next  week. 

Swift,  a senior  partner  In  a 
firm  of  Bath  accountants,  will 
be  consulted  by  foe  director 
of  rugby  John  Hall  on  the  key 
area  of  player  recruitment 
His  presence  an  a daily  basis 
is  intended  to  make  the  ad- 
ministration of  foe  dub  more 
rugby-conscious  and  to  meet 
some  of  the  complaints  that 
prompted  Ashton  to  leave 
after  seven  years  a£  the  Rec. 

Brownsword,  the  chairman 
of  Bath  Rugby  pic  as  it  is  now 
known,  win  continue  to  main- 


Athletics 


tain  a comparatively  low  pro- 
file, having  invested  about 
52JS  million  of  his  own  money 
to  the  dub  with  mixed  results 
so  fer.  Swift  said:  *TU  be  run- 
ning the  board  erf"  management 
and  spending  probably  40 
hours  a week  on  dub  busi- 
ness. As  well  as  foe  director  of 
rugby,  the  operational  direc- 
tor and  foe  marketing  director 
will  report  to  me  regularly.’’ 

Bath’s  season,  in  a commer- 
cial as  well  as  a competitive 
sense,  may  turn  on  their  re- 
arranged sixth-round  Pflking- 
ton  Cup  tie  at  home  to  Leices- 
ter on  February  8.  Another 
defeat  might  prompt  further 
changes  In  personnel  on  and 
off  foe  pitch. 

• Rory  Underwood  has 
beaten  off  foe  challenge  of  the 
teenage  wing  Lloyd  Leon  to 
regain  his  place  in  Leicester's  . 
aide  for  Saturday's  European 
Cup  final  against  Brive  in 
Cardiff  It  is  the  only  change 
from  the  side  that  beat  Tou- 
louse in  the  ffffil-finiil- 


Arnold’s  £5m 
plan  for  gold 


Duncan  Mackey 


ALCOLM  ARNOLD, 
Britain’s  chief  coach, 

1 yesterday  remained 

upbeat  about  the  future  de- 
spite Peter  Radford’s  decision 
to  quit,  which  has  left  the 

sport  in  turmofl. 

“We’re  surrounded  by  out- 
standing athletes,”  Arnold 
said.  “Our  system  is  the  envy 
of  most  countries  in  the 
world.  In  Atlanta,  out  of  197 
nations,  only  four  won  more 
Olympic  medals  than  us. 
That's  a record  many  sports 
in  this  country  would  envy.  If 
people  say  British  athletics  is 
In  a mess  with  that  record, 
and  our  past  record,  then  they 
need  to  think  again.” 

Arnold  Insisted  that  Rad- 
ford's resignation  as  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  foe  British  Athletic 
Federation  would  not  affect 
the  sport’s  application  for 
more  than  £5  million  funding 
from  the  National  Lottery. 

This  week  the  RAF  Is  to  put 
forward  to  foe  Sports  ffomrai 
foe  names  of  310  athletes  who 
it  believes  are  ftifgihip  for 
£L5  mfflirm  dlte  ftmrting . Ar- 
nold will  also  submit  a £4  mil- 
lion plan  for  more  coaches,  a 


lifestyle  management  plan  and 
increased  medical  support 

Britain  foiled  to  win  a gold 
medal  in  Atlanta  last  year  but 
retained  their  position  among 
the  world’s  top  six  athletics 
nations.  “The  talent  Is  al- 
ready in  foe  pipeline  for 
Sydney  2000  and  I would  hope 
to  have  substantial  results  by 
2003  or  2004,”  Arnold  said. 

The  Lottery  application  has 
been  drawn  up  with  the  help 
of  Radford,  but  Arnold  said  he 
did  not  believe  Radford’s  de- 
parture and  the  possible  intro- 
duction of  a new  chief  execu- 
tive would  lead  to  changes. 

“The  chief  executive  Is  a 
pimple  on  the  athletics  world.” 
he  said.  ‘If  that  person  goes 
the  sport  still  continues.” 

Arnold,  who  has  worked 
under  all  five  of  the  sport’s 
chief  executives  in  the  past  15 
years,  added  his  support  to 
the  growing  hand  of  influen- 
tial voices  calling  for  the  job 
to  be  redefined. 

“The  job  Is  something  of  a 
poisoned  chalice.”  he  said.  “If 
you  look  at  the  history  of  the 
job.  it’s  always  been  very  dif- 
ficult to  fiU.  If  you  offered  it  to 
someone  they'd  have  to  thinV 
once  or  twice  or  three  times 
before  accepting  It.” 
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adds  gloss  to 
the  Matt  finish 


Jim  White 


A shade  better . . . after  warnings  that  players  wo  old  be  at  risk  in  heat  of  more  than  50C(122F),  the  roof  of  the  centre  court  was  closed  foryesterday’s  daytime  matches  at  the  Australian 
Open.  However,  by  early  evening  the  temperature  at  Melbourne  Park  had  dropped  by  nearly  15C  and  it  was  reopened  for  the  day’s  second  two  quarterfinals,  photograph:  cuvebrunskll 


Maldini  clan  takes  grip  on  Sicily 


David  Lacey  reports  from  Palermo,  where  England’s  manager 
Glenn  Hoddle  will  size  up  Italy  against  Northern  Ireland  tonight 


IT  SHOULD  not  really  be 
necessary  to  travel  to  the 
soft  underbelly  of  Europe 
to  discover  whether  Italy 
still  have  the  stomach  for 
their  World  Cup  qualifier 
against  England  at  Wembley 
in  three  weeks'  time.  In  fact  it 
is  curiosity  as  much  as  any- 
thing which  brings  fllpnn 

Hoddle  to  Sicily  for  tonight’s 
friendly  against  Northern 
Ireland. 

The  England  coach  knows 


what  the  quality  of  the  oppo- 
; sition  will  be.  What  he  needs 
to  ascertain  is  how  Italy  will 
play  now  that  Arrigo  Sacchi, 
arch-disciple  of  the  team  ethic 
and  4-4-2.  has  given  way  to 
Cesare  Maldini,  a 65-year-old 
believer  in  the  power  of  indi- 
viduals to  sway  games  pro- 
vided the  defence  is  right 
Bryan  Hamilton's  modest 
Northern  Ireland  mix  of  Pre- 
miership and  Nationwide 
League  players  picked  up  an 


unexpected  World  Cup  point 
against  Germany  before 
Christmas  with  a battling  l-l 
draw  in  Nuremberg,  but  inju- 
ries and  dub  calls  have  de- 
prived TTamfltnn  of  almost  an 
entire  team.  So  much  so  that 
Manchester  City’s  Jeff  Whit- 
ley, who  Is  only  lust  17,  looks 
set  to  become  Northern.  Ire- 
land’s first  black  player. 

Arsenal’s  Steve  Morrow 
will  be  given  the  task  of  mark- 
ing Gianfranco  Ma,  the  Chel- 


sea man  recalled  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Fabrlzio  RavanelLL 
Wfth  Roberto  Di  Matteo  also 
included,  the  La  Favorita  Sta- 
dium is  promised  a little  fla- 
vour of  Stamford  Bridge. 

Hoddle  will  be  seeking 
clues  to  Italy's  intentions  tor 
February  12.  If  the  side  Mal- 
Hfn?  announced  yesterday  is 
any  guide.  England  will  face  a 
more  traditional  exercise  to 
catenacda.  Ferrara  will  oper- 
ate as  a sweeper  behind  Cos- . 
tacurta  and  Paolo  Maldini, 
the  coach's  son,  with  Di  Livio 
and  Carbonl  employed  as 
wing-backs.  Di  Matteo,  Alher- ; 
tini  and  Dino  Baggio  will  play  I 


With  our  support. 

\ our  business  can 

a 

look  very  different. 


in  central  midfield,  with 
Casiraghi  and  Zola  up  front. 

MaWtiwI  malrgR  nn  flpdogfefr 

for  reverting  to  a more  tradi- 
tional Italian  style.  “To  go 
back  is  no  problem,'’  he  said. 
"We  win  try  these  things  out 
If  they  are  not  working  we 
stDl  have  an  opportunity  to 
put  them  right" 

Uppermost  In  his  thnnghts 
he  has  the  strength  of  Hod- 
dle's  wide  players,  who  could 
be  Beckham  mid  Le  Saux.  He 
also  needs  to  find  a libero  to 
cope  with  Alan  Shearer,  and 
Bares!  is  no  longer  around. 

“In  the  name  cf  the  father 
and  the  son,  coach  and  cap- 
tain.” was  how  yesterday's 
Gazzetta  defio  Sport  greeted 
the  prospects  of  a Maldini  dy- 
nasty. The  form  of  the 
younger  Maldini,  like  that  cf 
the  Milan  side  as  a whole,  has 
fluctuated  this  season  but  he 
remains  crucial  to  Italy's 
chances  of  a smooth  passage 
to  the  1998  World  Cup. 

Father,  son,  but  what  about 
the  Holy  Ghost?  RavaneRi, 


who  always  looked  as  though 
he  had  seen  one  even  before 
he  first  clapped  eyes  on  Mid- 
dlesbrough, is  the  first  casu- 
ally of  the  new  order  but  was 
pulling  a brave  face  on  his 
disappointment  yesterday. 

“The  important  thing  is  to 
give  a fine  display  in  front  of 
the  Palermo  tons,”  he  ob- 
served. This  part  of  Italy  sel- 
dom sees  international 
matches,  and  yesterday's 
training  session  was  watched 
by  a crowd  of 3,600. 

first  matches  under  new 
coaches  are  always  testing 
ifmw;  for  international  play- 
ers, especially  so  for  the  Ital- 
ians with  fiie  disappointment 
erf"  Euro  96  still  fresh  and  the 
England  game  so  dose. 

“We  have  to  win,”  said  Di 
Matteo  yesterday.  “We  need 
fids  for  team  spirit  and  confi- 
dence before  t-hogamp  against 

England.  That  Is  now  the  only 
thing  on  all  OUT  minds.” 


ITALYi  Perruzzl;  Ferrara.  Maldini. 
costacurta.  Oi  Uvla.  Cartoon).  □ Baggio. 
AJbamm.  DI  Maneo,  Zola.  CaalragtiL 


Cox’s  pippin:  seven  winners 


THE  GUARDIAN  racing 
team,  which  leads  the 


By  letting  Vertex  manage  your  non-str?.tegic 
operations,  you  are  free  to  concentrate  on 
what  you  do  best  - running  and  developing 
your  core  business. 

Which  means,  you  are  spending  your  time  far 
more  profitably,  staying  out  of  the  rod  ana 
remaining  firmly  in  the  black. 

Vertex  is  one-  of  the  leading  technology-based 
business  operations  outsourcing  companies  in 
the  UK,  with  a turnover  cf  £200  million  and  a 
workforce  of  2,500. 


■ team,  which  leads  the 
Baring  Post  National  Press 
Challenge  this  year,  contin- 
ued its  tremendous  run 
yesterday. 

Ron  Cox,  who  compiled 


yesterday’s  selections,  had 
seven  winners.  Including. 
Into  Debt  33-1 

Broughton’s  Formula  10-1 
Bauntown  Bill  6-1 

Countless  Times  3-1 

• Today’s  racing,  page  13 


■“■“■XACTT.Y  three  weeks 
ago  this  column  drew 
attention  to  the  Pre- 
Ewmiershlp’s  infatuation 
with  foreign  players  and  its 
blindness  to  fiie  talent  on  Its 
doorstep.  There  was  no  way.  It 

seemed,  that  a talented  player 

such  as  Oxford  United's  trusty 
stopperMatt  Elliott  would 
ever  be  bought  by  a top-div- 
ision dub. 

On  Saturday,  Elliott  made 
his  debut  for  Leicester  City. 

In  the  light  of  such  finger - 
on-the-pnlse,  ear-to-the- 
groundaccuracy, we  offer  the 
following  predictions  for  the 
next  few  sporting  months. 

Tim  Hfmmm  hac  tow  fhtmpp 

of  winning  a Grand  Slam  than 
Bernard  Manning  has  of  top- 
ping the  best-sellers' list 
Mike  Atherton  will  not  score  a 
century  for  England  HiL<  year. 
Bookies  wfflfece  bankruptcy 
after  Gary  Richardson  tips  the 

winner  of  the  Grand  National 
on  the  Today  programme. 

And  MatthewLe  Ussier  will 
never  play  for  England  again. 
-•  Sadly  this  last  prediction,  is 

the  most  likely  to  come  true, 
ty  Southampton  play- 
er's typically  timely  interven- 
tion m the  England  selection 

debate  last  Saturday.  Just  as 
Glenn  Hoddle  began  inking  in 

rtiAnarrtftfifnrhteriHp  against 

Italy  next  month,  Le  Tlssier 
bulleted  home  the  most  pictur- 
esque of  goals. 

It  was  pointed  out  on  Match 
of  the  Day,  however,  that  until 
that  fUmjpating  90th.-mto.ute 
equaliser  Le  Tissier  had  spent 
a quiet  afternoon.  The  Infer- 
ence was  that  by  running 
around  and  makinga  lot  of 
noise  he  would  have  contrib- 
uted more  to  Southampton's 
cause  than  his  one  second  of 
industry.  . . 

And  to  a couple  of  Monday's 
papers  the  old  Terry  Venables 
line  was  disinterred  about  Le 
Tissier  giving  the  bafito  the 
opposition  too  often  to  be  con- 
sidered an  international 
, player.  This  of  course  is  unde- 
1 niable.  Already  to  a disjointed 
and  injury-raddled  season  he 
has  given  the  ball  directly  to 
the  opposition  a dozen  times 
— for  the  kick-off  after  each  of 
his  goals.  . 

Hoddle,  more  than  most 
managers,  is  aware  that  it  Is 
not  a player's  deficiencies  that 
matter  but  his  strengths,  yet 
he  is  stm  unlikely  to  pick 
Mighty  Matt  as  anything  other 
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Set  by  Oriando 


With  our  assistance  you  can  free  up  capital 
to  support  your  strategic  business  needs,  whilst 


I a on  us  to  deliver  excellent  levois 


:e  for  non-core  activities  such  as  cni 


centres,  procurement  end  IT 


You  can  also  reduce  the  costs  and 


Several 
people 
who  noisily 
switched  their 
allegiance  to  . 
Mrs  T before 
the  1979 
election  are 
now  safely  . 
back  in  the 
fold,  having 
discovered 
that  Tony 
Blairisa 
far  more 
plausible 
and  robust 
rightwinger 
than  any  Tory. 
Francis  Wheen 
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Across 

1 firm  agreement  {7) 

5 Presumptuous  team- 
member  (7) 

S Fra© — In  relative  comfort 

P) 

10  Chian  is  term  for  some 
knocked  back  wine  (7) 

11  Innocent  allurement  for 

small  fry  (9) 

12  Muse  about  weed  on  fop  of 
Olympus  (5) 

13  Return  to  render  (5) 

IS  Uke  crown?  He  didn’t  (9) 
17  Action  taken  about  papers 
. being  blue  (9) 

19  Puccini  heroine  caught  by 
ape© 

22  Ptek  off  carbon  paper' 
quantity®  . 

23  Verse  cant  upset  a prose 
writer® 


25  Abitof  bream,  sole  or  other 
- seafood  (7) 

26  Snake  brought  to  continent  - 
by  Athenian  courtesan  (7) 

27  XI  ay  100  (7) 

.28  Aftera  month  grass  Is  laid 
down  (7) 

Down 

1 Herb  found  In  veMde  and 
not  at  home  (7) 

2 Ordering  a meal  is  causing 
uneasiness  (7) 

3 Saw  reversible  girt,  say, 
reversed  (5) 

4 So  sub  a translation  appears 

In  reference  book  R) 

5 Wtiaflytrees,trees'mttMy(5) 

6 Cad  mad  about  port  (8) 

7 Inspire  a province  with 
teamwork  (7) 

8 Form  of  carbon  or  card  (7) 

<4  An  exceptionally  attractive 


than  an  Rngimid sqiMd BWHl- 

ber.  Why  should  he,  now  that 
he  has  David  Beckham? 

This  season  the  young  Man- 
chester United  midfielder  has 
been  compiling  a video  of  net- 

busters  to  match  the  Le  Tis- 
sier collection  of  a couple  of 
seasons  ago.  Every  time  Beck- 
ham plays  he  seems  to  score  a 
screamer  from  25  yards  out, 
generating  more  spin  than  a 
Labour  Party  press  briefing 
and  often  involving  Ian 
Walker. 

On  Saturday  I wenttoHign- 
field  Road  to  study  the  player 
whom  Malcolm  Allison  rates 
the  best  English  midfield  pros- 
pect since  Cotin  Bell.  I can 
report  that  his  technique  was 
fluent,  unhurried  and  free  of 
unnecessary  flourishes  or 
adornments.  And  that  was 
only  his  autograph-signing 
action. 

Beckham,  sidelined  by  a 
minor  training  knock,  was 
considerately  sent  to  Coven- 
try and  billeted  in  the  row  to 
front  of  mine,  surrounded  by 
visiting  supporters.  Not  sur- 
prisingly he  was  mobbed  with 
requests  for  his  signature  on 
their  match  programmes. 

(The  autograph  I got  wasn't 
forme,  erf course,  it  was  for  my 
son.)  Such  was  the  rush  that  if 
Beckham  bad  not  been  suffer- 
ing from  a sore  ankle  before 
the  game,  he  certainly  would 
have  been  suffering  from  a 
6ore  wrist  after  it. 


HIS  presence  on  the  ter- 
races provoked  end- 
less peculation  from 
the  Kremtinologists  in 
the  stand  as  to  what  it  all 
meant  The  most  likely  theory 
was  that  in  toe  week  after  he 
had  won  Sky’s  award  for  the 
fens’  favourite  player  and  been 
publidy  salivated  over  by  the 
perky  television  presenter  Zoe 

Ban,  his  manager  was  gently 
reminding  him  that  the  team 
can  still  win  without  him. 

A spell  among  the  un- 
washed to  the  cheapseats,  it 
was  thought,  might  help  keep 
the  young  roan’s  feet  anchored 
to  the  turf.  Probably  not  true, 
but  its  very  plausibility  is  tes- 
tament to  Alex  Ferguson’s 
shrewd  man-management  and 
the  part  it  is  playing  in  Beck- 
ham's development 
The  tragedy  of  Matt  Le  Tis- 
sier is  that  he  has  never  bene- 
fited from  such  astute 
stewardship.  Just  as  great 
novelists  need  great  editors, 
so  great  footballers  need  man- 
agers who  understand  them 
well  enough  to  get  the  best 
from  them.  LeTissier’s  loy- 
alty to  Southampton  is  admi- 
rable, yet  at  various  times  it 
has  meant  his  coming  under 
the  charge  of  Alan  BaQ,  Jan 
Branfoot  and  now  Graeme 
Souness.  It  leaves  one  with  the 
ominous  feeling  that  moments 
tike  last  Saturday's  win  be- 
come increasingly  rare. 


□□□□□□Q  □□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□ 
□□□□□  □□□□□□□no 

□ □□□□□□a 
□□□□□□□□□□  □□□□ 

□ □ □ a h □ a 

□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□an 

□ □□□□□□□□ Q Q 

□ son  □ n □ 
□□an  □□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□ho 
□□□□□□□□a  □□□□□ 

□ □□□so  □ □ 

□□□□□□a  □□□□□□□ 
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person  may  be  met  aboard 

m 

16  Sneaky  subject  to  worker  (9} 

17  Red  lace  made  manifest  (7) 

18  Salesman  going  In  to  shave 
and  get  ready  (7) 

20  Artist’s  representation  of 
sea  mist  or  steam  is 
extraordinary  (7) 

21  One  of  the  leading  players 
died  in  the  Big  Apple  (7) 

23  Guiltless  freelance  (5) 

24  Like  constant  cold  jelly  (5) 
Solution  tomorrow 
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